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An oration, in commemoration of the ine 
d.pendence of the united flates of 
North America, deliverea Fuly 4, 
1787, at the reformed calvinsft 
chureh in Philadelphia, hy ‘James 
Campbell, fq. To which is prf- 
ed an introduory prayer, by the rev. 
William Rogers, A. M. Publifbed 
at the requeft of the Pennfylvania fom 


ciety of the Cincinnati, 
Introdu&ory prayer. 


UPREMELY great and inf- 
iJ nitely glorious Lord our God! 
trom everlatting to everlafting thou 
art the fame! unchangeable in thy 
nature, in thy word, and in all thy 
works ! cloathed with light as with a 
garment, and with majeity as with a 
robe! who makeft the cloads thy 
chariot, and walkeft upon the wings 
of the wind! poffefled of every ado- 
table attribute and divine perfection. 

We, thy unworthy but dependent 
children, affembled on this joyful oc- 
cafion, humbly defire to approach the 
throne of thy grace, in and through 
the merit of thy ual fon, our 
ever blefled Saviour! for his fake, be 
pleafed to pardon our manifold fins, 
and to blot out all our tranfgreffions ! 
juitify our perfons through Immanu- 
el’s righteoufnefs, and fanétify our 


natures by the powerful influences of 


thy moft holy fpirit! may we wholly 
Vol. III. No 


o I. 


be devoted to thy fervice, and live 
uniformly to thy praife ! 

With united hearts, and uplifted 
voices, we render unfeigned thanks 
to thy name, O thou fovereign Ruier 
of all worlds, for thofe numberk fs 
mercies wherewith we have been and 
— to be vifited! we adore thee 
or thy creatin r, prefervin 
goodnefs, and lnesin * ! fatler 
us never to forget any oa tey favours, 
as we are altogether undeferving, 
even of the leait! particularly, O 
God! are the inhabitants of thcfe 
ftates, on this day, under the ftrong- 
eit obligations to blefs thy name, for 
that liberty, civil and religious, 
which they fo fully enjoy ! we would 
join the general body, and afcribe 
praife yA 2 thank{giving to thy ado- 
rable Majefty, for this aufpicious an- 
niverfary, a day long to be remem- 
bered by us and future generations ! 
a day, whereon this extenfive conti- 
nent was, by the reprefentatives of a 
numerous and oppreffed people, de- 
clared free and independent '—Hea- 
ven approved the declaration, our 
arms were crowned with fuccefs, 
fweet peace hath vifited our borders, 
the foldier once more became the ci- 
tizen ; retiring, without regret, froma 
{tations of command, our military 
officers returned with chearfulnefs to 
the feverat duties of domeftic and 
- life! our ears are no more 
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pierced with the confufed noife of 
war, Our eyes are no longer pained 
with the horrid fpe¢tacle of garments 
roll’d in blood. While we thus 
thankfully acknowledge thy reiterat- 
ed favours in our political hemi- 
fphere, we beg leave alfo to mention 
thy providential fmiles in crowning 
the year with thy goodnefs, and 
caufing thy paths to drop fatnefs ; 
«* Our paflures are cloathed with 
flocks, our fields are covered over 
with corn and with wheat, our huf- 
bandmen fhout for joy, yea they alfo 
fing.” 

‘That we may continue to enjoy 
thefe important blefiings ; be stashed, 
O Lord, to vifit all the nations of 
the earth, and incline their hearts to 
peace and love; fhower down upon 
them thy heavenly grace; may they 
know thee as the King of kings and 
Lord of lords! in an eipecial manner, 
do thou vifit our land, gracioufly re- 
gard our country, protect and defend 
our infant, but hitherto highly-fa- 
voured empire, blefs our congrefs, 
{mile upon each particular ftate of 
the union; may thofe who are in au- 
thority rule in thy fear, prove a ter- 
ror to evil doers and a praife to them 
who do well! as this is a period, O 
Lord! big with events, impenetrable 
by any human fcrutiny, we fervently 
recommend to thy fatherly notice 
that auguft body, aflembled in this 
city, who compofe our federal con- 
vention ; wiil it pleafe thee, O thou 
eternal | am! to favour them from 
day to day with thy immediate pre- 
fence; be thou their wifdom and 
their ftrength! enable them to devife 
fuch meafures as may prove happily 
inftrumental for healing all divifions 
and promoting the good of the great 
whole ; incline the hearts of all the 

ople to receive with pleafure, com- 

ined with a determination to carry 
into execution, whatever thefe thy 
fervants may wifely recommend ; 
that the united ftates of America may 
furnifh the world with one example 


of a free and permanent government, 
which fhall be the refult of human 
and mutuai del.beration, and which 
fhall not, like all other governments, 
whether ancient or modern, fpring 
out of mere chance, or be eitablifhed 
by force. May we triumph in the 
clearing profpecet of being completely 
delivered from anarchy, and conti- 
nue, under the influence of republi- 
can virtue, to partake of all the bief- 
fings of cultivated and civilized foci- 
ety! in tender mercy blefs this com- 
monweal h, the prefident, vice prefi- 
dent, and fupreme executive council, 
our legiflative body, and the refpec- 
tive judicial departments ! 

Finally, we commend to thy pa- 
ternal regard, all orders of men, all 
feminaries of ufeful learning, the mi- 
nifters of thy gofpel of every denomi- 
nation, the church of Chritt, and all 
for whom we ought to pray. With 
heart-felt gratitude we anticipate the 
glorious era, when inftead of the 
thorn fhall come up the fir tree, in- 
ftead of the briar fhall come up the 
myrtle tree, and wifdom and know- 
ledge fhall be the ftability of the 
times, both in church and ftate. 

Prepare us, O Lord, moft holy! 
for every difpenfation of thy righte- 
ous providence, for life, for death, 
for judgment, and the joys of para- 
dife—Humbly intreating thy graci- 
ous aflittance, in fuitably difcharg- 
ing all thofe duties enjoined us by 
thy word, and enforced by thy au- 
thority, we clofe this, our folemn 
addrets, by faying, as our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chriit has taught us— 

Our Father, who art in heaven ; 
hallowed be thy name. ‘Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trefpafies, as we forgive 
them who trefpafs againft us. And 
Jead us not into temptation ; but de- 
liver us from evil. For thine is the 


kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. 


Amen. 
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DEDICATION. 


To the honourable Thomas M‘ Kean, 
cfg. docior of laws, and chicf juftice 
of the flate of Penny. ylvanit. 

Sir, 
S a publication of the follow- 
ing theets is requefted by a fo- 
ciety, whofe with bears with me the 
weight of a command, permit me 
to beg that your name may accompa- 
ny it. i am the more induced to 
make this requeft, as the diftinguith- 
ed fhare you have had in our nation- 

al councils, the pretidency your im- 

portant ofhce gives you over almott 

every blefling which freedom and in- 
dependence can beltow ; and your un- 
remitted exertions, official and per- 
fonal, in ettadlifhing that great 
event, tocommemorate which was the 
defign of this performance, all join 
to defignate you the moit proper 
perfon to whom I can look for pa- 
tronage. Unaccuflomed to write, 
and never having fpoken pu'licly be- 
fore, it was neither my object or ex- 
pectation to rife to applaufe ; my 
hopes were negative ; and to efcape 
cenfure is my utmoft wifh. With 
fentiments of the higheft refpect, 

] have the honour to be, fir, 
your obedient humble fervant, 


JAMES CAMPBELL 


° £ 
An ovation, &Sc. 


T is fo mucha rule of modern de- 

clamation to make the exordium 
to con itt of perfonal apology, that 
any departure from it might, | fear, 
be deemed a violation of that refpect 
which is held to be due from a 
fpeaker to an audience ; and indeed 
if there ever was propriety in the rule 
itfelf, or juitice in the popular con- 
firuction of its omiffion, ] feel it to 
be at this very moment, when I have 
fo much occaiion to intreat, and you 
fo much room to extend your indul- 
gence, and when not to exprefs, 


would be in fome degree not to feel 
that deference which the prefence of 
fuch an aflembly can never fail to in- 
fpire. 

Senfible, then, as I am, of the dif- 
ficulty of the tatk which your partia- 
lity has commanded me to perform, 
and confcious of my inequality to 
difcharge it as I ought, 1 am left 
without an alternative but to make 
choice of a fubject, which from the 
relation it bears to the purpofes of 
your inttitution as well as the occa- 
fion we are now convened to comme- 
morate, will in fome degree infure 
to me that candour and attention 
which, were I to reit on any al‘traét- 
ed efforts of my own, mutt neceilarily 
be withheld. 

This fubje&, gentlemen, you will 
at Once anticipate, in refiecting on the 
advantages which have refulted to 
mankind from the, independence of 
America. A fummary recital of 
thofe advantages will conttituie the 
principal object of my prefent enqui- 
ry and dilcuilion. 

Our petitions and remonftrances 
having been rejected, and infult be- 
ing added to injury, it became at 
once eflential to our fafety and free- 
dom to burit the Londs of dependence 
and fhake off the yoke of foreign lc- 
giflation. It was this bold but 
neceflary meafure which gave us rank 
among nations. It was this that 
emancipated us from military law, 
and refcued us from all the horrors ot 
flavery. Had net this act and the 
events which it drew after it, taken 
place, how very different at preient 
would have been our fituation. In 
place of contemplating the maijefty 
of a free people, convered in awtul 
fimplicity to confult their fafety and 

romote their happinefs, we thould 
fone beheld the pomp and extrava- 
gance of royal governors trampling 
upon the facred rights of the people, 
and treating them in all their acts of 
power as if they were created only to 
miniiter to their pride or ambition. 
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The property of our merchants would 
have ven held by a precarious tenure 
—our county would no longe. have 
been cultivated by the proprietors 
ard fo vereigas of the foil—a farmer 
and a flave would have been fynoni- 
mous terns. If then, fuch would 
have been our fituation in a ftate of 
fulxjngation to Great Britain, how 
much have we gaiacd by a fepara- 
tion from her! Welcome then the 
omens anniverfary of American in- 

spendence—ior ever welcome be 
the return of that day which made us 
Citizens of a republic, and gave usa 
rank ia the fcaie of being—high— 
above the fubjeéts of a monarchy. 
‘lo comprehend the dignity of a re- 
p” lican, turn to the page of hiftory, 
and contemplate the different charac- 
ter, of the trcemen of Greece and 
Rome, and the flaves of the Egyp- 
tian and Perian empires—~or com- 
pare the fpreches of a Cicero and a 
Cato with the fervile addreffes of the 
parafites who furrounded the thrones 
of the Roinan emperors. But why 
fh ald we travel back to antiquity 
for examples of the dignity of con- 
dutt and fentiment infptred by a re- 

wican form of government ?—we 
ae whel the citizens of the un.ted 
ftates raifed by their perfonal intercit 
in the g»vernment of their country 
to a pitch of glory which has excited 
the admiration of half the globe. Ie 
was the fpirit of repudlican liberty 
that animated the patriot in the cabi- 
net, and fapported the A anerican fol- 
dier under all his fufferings in the 
field, ducing a long and ardsous 
war. It is the fame patriotic fpirit 
which has convened the members of 
our federal convention, at the ex- 
pence of private eafe and fortune, to 
fupply the defects of our confedera- 
tinn—to prop the tottering fabric of 
our union, and to lay the founda- 
tions of national fafety and happi— 
nefs—Liiuitri ous fenate, to you your 
country looks with anxious expeéta- 
tion—on your decifions fhe refts— 


convinced that men who cut the 
cords of foreign legiflation are com- 
petent to framing a fyvem of go- 
vernment which will embrace all 10- 
terefts, call forth our refources, and 
eftablith our credit :—-But in every 
plan for improvement or reforma- 
tion, may an attachment to the 

rinciples of our prefent government 
pe the chara¢terittic of an American, 
and may every propolition to add 
kingly power to our federal fyitem 
be regarded as treafon to the liberties 
of our country. 

Another advantage derived from 
our independence confifts in the ex- 
panfion it has given the human mind, 
and the new fields it has opened for 
enquiry, efpecially on the interefting 
fubjeéts of government. While only 
a third part of leyiflation was in our 
hands, it is not a fubject of wonder 
that we were deficient in many of its 
principles ; but fince all the powers 
of government have devolved upon 
us, ee many proofs of knowledge 
have been given in this fcience—wit- 
nefs the wifdom and energy of many 
of our conftitutions, and witnefs the 
literary productions of thofe illuttri- 
ous civilians, Jefferfon and Adams, 
whofe works are not only calculated 
to inftruét their countrymen, but to 
enlighten Europe and pofterity in the 

reat {cience of focial and political 
soether ;—nor have our ftudics and 
enquiries fince the declaration of in- 
dependence been confined to govern- 
ment: fcience has flourithed in all 
its branches—the American hittorian 
records the events of our revolution 
with claflical elegance, and her poets 
celebrate in all the harmony of verfe 
the glorious achievements of her 
fons. 

By a feparation from Britain we 
have increafed ovr refources for 
knowledge :— Witnefs the numerous 
colleges, @ademics and literary fo- 
creties that have been eflablithed 
fince the peace throughout the union. 
Thefe infitutions, fo fruitful of 
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+hlic and private happinefs, have 
rifen entirely from a comy idhon 
at knowledge is eflential to the 
eefervation of a republican form of 
government. odie 
Our feparation from Great Britain 
as extended the empire of humanrty : 
o longer thall the wretched African 
torn from his peacetul habitation, 
» fertilize with his tears the foil of 
oeople profeting the nfelves advo- 
wes for univerfal freedom—the 
ume is not far diftant when our fitter 
ues, in imitation of our example, 


hall change their waflals into tub-~ 


ets. 
Our national independence has 
pened the avenues of commerce 
th every part of the world, and 
hereby not only leffened the price of 
ar imports, but added to the value 
f our products. Nor is this the 
only advantage we have derived from 
he extenfion of our trade: It was 
not lefs the policy than the interett 
f Britain to mitil into our minds 
national prejudices, and to teach us 
ro regard all mankind, except Eng- 
| hhmen, as our enemies ; but happily 
sis prejudice is removed, and we now 
syew the whole human race asmembers 
f one great and extenfive family, 
however much they may be diftin- 
guithed from us by the circumfances 
f ditance, colour, or religion. The 
Frenchman and the American (till 
tely confidered hereditary enemies) 
aw embrace each orhber as children 
of the fame father——rhe buropean 
whohe andthe American protettant 
review with equa! horror the tives 
hen their anceftors embrued their 
ands in each others blood, and now 
in to cancel the remembrance of 
em in metual atts of charity and 
mevolence. Nor has this inter. 
rfc been refiridted to Farope : the 
shbitants of China, Be ga. andthe 
od tates, have met toeether o 
tfands of India; and by the: Ai 
cc of commerce, have added the 


ties of intereit to the obligations of 
univerfal Dene: olence. 

Another, and a principal advan 
tage of our independence, refulrs 
from the material change wt has 
wrought on the opinions, conduct, 
and government of the kuropean na 
tions. Ie was by coatemplst ag our 
ind-pendence that Fra sce Das come 
the land of free enquiry and gener il 
toleration. Crermany, from the farne 
caufe, has fthaken of an imment> 
load of religious prejudice and b 
gotry. Spain has caoght oor fpirie 
of enterprite and imnovation >; and 
even Brean hertelf has been taughr 
by ovr fuceefstul tru rgie, to relax ' 
her {; tem of general fu yugation ; 
her<e Ireiand enjoys what the had 
long demanded in vain—aon ecifes 
of her natural rights to 
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American independence : bat me 
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Gracchi were more fanguinary, and 
not lefs threatening, than any we 
have felt. View Cefar firft defend- 
ing, and then endeavouring to fub. 
vert the coniticution of his country. 
Exult that the leader of our legions 
had nobler objeéts in view than a 


‘{ceptre ora diadem. Though Roffia 


is now a great and happy nation, 
though fhe holds in one hand the 
fcourge of the Turk, and the ba- 
lance of Europe in the other, yet 
the banks of the Neifter and the 
Larga will witnefs that her road to 
empire and order has been flow and 
dificult. Holland did not, until 
after forty years ftruggle, attain to 
independence ; and- frequent dif- 
orders fince, have taught her that na- 
tional ftability is of flow growth. 
And how often has the Britifh throne 
fhook to its centre, before the arrived 
at her prefent fituation! Her hitto- 
ry is chequered from the conqueft by 
Cefar, to the prefent day. One 
king exiled, another beheaded ; now 
a republic, and then a monarchy ; 
this reign drained of men and trea- 
fure by an ambitious prince, {mitten 
with a rage for foreign conquett ; 
the next ftreaming with the blood of 
her fons, probed inevery vein, by 
the dagger of domettic faction ; the 
fields of Haftings and of Bofworth 
lay on the read to her prefent order. 
Rebellion has more than once ftalked 
at large through the land ; their go- 
vernment has been infulted by a 
Monmouth, and trampled on by a 
Cromwell. And fhall we, who have 
butjuft' become a nation, expect to 
meet with nothing but tranquility 
and order ? To eftablifh a new form 
of government, to eradicate ancient 
prejudices, to remove the effects of 
a war, began with the fanétions of 
authotity, and condutted chiefly by 
voluntary affociation, and to unite 
opinions and habits with new fitua- 
tions, muft be the work of time. 
Our conititutions were made upon 


the fpur of the occafion, with a bayo.| 


net at our breafts, andin the infan- 
cy of our knowledge of government 
and its principles; it is not, there. 
fore, matter of furprife that they are 
not more perfect, or more generally 
accommodated to the temper of our 


citizens. The dittreffes, of which we! 


complain, are wholly artificial ; an 
anti-republican paflion for foreign 
luxuries has exhautted our country of 


its gold and filver , a rage for paper] 
money has checked credit, locked up| 
the remains of our fpecie, fubitituted] 


fpeculation for labour, and taugiit us 
to prey upon one another. The feed 
of independence, like many other 
feeds, may, for a while, difappear ; 
but it will yet {pring and flourith 
with ftrength and beauty: like the 
venerable oak, it may probably re- 
quire centuries to grow, in order to 
be centuries in flourifhing, and cen- 
turies in decaying. ew fallen 
would be the character we have ac- 
quired in the eftablifhment 9f our li- 


berties, if we difcover inability to} 
form a fuitable government to pre-| 


ferve them ? Is the fcience of govern- 
ment fo difficult, that we have not 
men among us, capable of unfolding 
its mytteries, and binding our {ates 
together by mutual interetts and obli- 
gations ? or is knowledge in legifla- 
tion confined to kings and miniiters ? 
There was a time when thefe quetti- 
ons would have kindled rage and re- 
fentment in every American bofom. 
Let us for a moment compare the 
prefent fituation of America with 
what it was in 1775: fhe was then 
without force, without union, with- 
outanally, and Great Britain was 
herenemy ; and yet, under all thefe 
difadvantages, fhe rofe to glory and 
independence. At prefent, fhe is at 
peace with the whole world ; France, 
the moft powerful nation in Europe, 
is her faithful ally ; fhe is in poet 


fion of eleven years experience in 
government ; fhe is united in her 
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pjekts 5 has, almoft, no army to brance of human a&ion, the brilli- 
saintain, no enemy to oppofe ; who ant ftory of their fame will retain its 
en, but a willing infidel, can luftre, and pafs to poiterity in the full 
oubt her future greatnefs ? But our fplendor of glory. 


a bayos| 
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' we refent fituation 1s itill more ftrong- To detail their feveral merits, 
hey are my contraited by the gloom of 1779 would exhauft eulogium, and far 
enerally iftra¢ted in our councils, our mo- tran{cends my powers of panegyric. 
of our ™pey haitening to extinction, our ar- It will not, however, be deemed a 
hich we my on the eve of diffolution, and a trefpafs on your indulgence, fhould I 
ial ; an powerful eneiny in the bowelsof our offer the tribute of acknowledgment 
foreignimountry 5 yet we furmounted thefe to an individual, whofe worth wil! 





















ntry offmpiliculties, and triumphed in the for ever endear his memory to our 
r paper gmpeace ot 1 783. Chere are clouds country. This is not the partial 
-ked up ad ftorms in the political as weil as praife of profeilional predilection ; 
ftitutedfamthe natural hemifphere ; to weak and it 1s a fentiment to which, | am per- 
uglit us iid minds only are they big with fuaded, my audience will grant a 








‘he feed 








terror ; the true politician views grateful ailent, when informed that 






> otherfagthem as the means of purifying the atrefers to that dittinguithed citizen 
\ppear ; political atmofphere, and promoting and foldier, general Greene. 

ourith Mg tie growth and ttability of govera- Great in the beneficent arts of 
like them ment. Thefe, gentlemen of the fo- peace, he was the hope of his coun- 
bly re-Mmcicty, are, I ain fure, your fenti- try, and unturpaffed in the active 





order tom ments. It wasto perpetuate the re- operations of war, he has been juitiy 
nd cen: Membrance of events immediately ftvled, ‘* her fword, and the keen 
fallenggy connected with the day, of which avenger of her wrongs.” With a 
ave ace this is the anniverfary, that we mindto counfel, and an arm to exc- 
our i. United ; it istotranfmit to poiterity cute the greateft purpofes of public 
lity tom the principles of that day we conti- determination, he united a heart, ho- 
to pre-j™ hue our affociation ; and although  neit 1n all its intentions, and firmly 
zovern-fm We have fheathed our fwords, and prepared to fuftain the rudett reverie 
we not@™ gone back tothe purfuits of private of fortune. 
folding life, it remains for us to remember, When difciplined valour had de- 
ar ftatesfmy that the fame exertions may bene- feated our troops, and defolation 
nd obli- fm ceflary to defend and preferve, which =marched in the train of war—when 
legifla-™m were fo fuccefsfully employed in efta- the {word had thinned our broken 
niiters 2M blifhing our independence and peace; ranks, and difmay diltra¢ted the civil 
quetti.@ and that as foldicrs ofa republic, our authority—when conque!t and con- 
and reef work is incomplete, while national fidence were oppofed to defeat and 
ofom. dangers exift on any quarter. la defpondency—in this dark crifis of 
sare them cafting my eye back upon the fcenes fouthern difaiter, was he called on to 
a with of danger and diftrefs out of which — ftem the torrent of victory, and avert 
as then ourfociety grew, laminfenfibly ledto the horrors of impending fubjug:- 
1, with. pay a tribute of refpect to the memo- tion. 
in was ry of fuch as fealed their attachment With prompt obedience to the or- 
ll thefell—l to the liberties of our country with ders of his illuftrious chief, he haftens 
ry andi their lives. Though, fcattered from to execute the duties of his appoint- 
1¢ is at/¥ the plains of Abraham to the fands ment, and at the headof anenteebled, 
France, of Georgia, no monument be raifed though gallant army, he difplays a 
Europe, to point their reliques to the paffing conduct confummate in all its ob- 
potiet 


ftranger, yet laurels fhall bloom a- jects ; fupported by acourage ardent 


“nce ing™ round their graves, and while grati- as the {word he drew, removing alarm 
in her tude or juftice fhall rule the remem- and reftoxing confidence, he grafts an 
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emboldened militia on the ftump of 
that war-watfted corps, whofe brave- 
ry, under every preflure of adverfe 
fortune, had firmly upheld the ftand- 
ard of freedom ; with thefe, he ad- 
vanced to meet an enemy elate with 
conguett, and affured of fuccefs. 

Difcipline having refumed its fla- 
tion in our ranks, the aftonifhed Bri- 
ton is taught to refpeét the foe he fo 
lately defpifed, and his predatory 
bands, reitrained to operations of 
collective force, no longer defolate 
our guarded fields. 

The exiled inhabitants return to 
their deferted dwellings, and fepa- 
raied Kindred again enjoy the bliisiul 
focicty of domettic peace. ‘The 
anxious father revifits his diftreffed 
family, and, permitted im quiet to 
make provifion for their fupport, he 
returns with zeal and ardour to the 
fervice of his country ; private hap- 
pinefs is improved into general wel- 
fare; the hufbandman, affured of 
the advantages which mutt refult from 
the guidance of fuch a leader, min- 
gies with alacrity in the ranks of 
war, and braves with ardour, every 
danger ot the field; vigilance in- 
creafes to enterprize, and refiitance is 
ronfed to retaliation; invafion is 
changed in its courfe, and rufhes 
with impetuous recoil in an oppofite 
direction ; detachments captured, 
and garrifons reduced, announce its 
rapid approach, and urge retreat to 
the Briton, as the laft retuge from its 
fury ; impreffed with the convi¢tion 
of Eutaw, he feeks fhelter within 
his entrenchments, nor Jonger dares 
an oppofition in the field. Alike 
attentive to the duties of citizenthip, 
as ardent in the accomplifhment of 
his military purfuits, the gallant 
Greene devotes his talents and his 
leifure to the reftoration of tranqui- 
lity, and the maintenance of civil 
privilege ; his conquering troops in- 
dulge not in excefs, nor riot in the 
peafant’s toil ; contented to thare 
with their chief in the fcanty allow- 
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ance of the camp, victory brings no 
other benefit to them than the reflecti- 
on, that they had done their duty, 
Such, my fellow citizens, was the 
hero, whofe aétions will be admired 
while patriotifm and military worth 
preferve their rank in human eitima- 
tion, and whofe fervices entitle him 


to the eternal gratitude of America,’ 

If fuch was the chief, appointed to | 
duties of | 
that dangerous department, how much | 
to be admired is that wifdom, whofe © 
early penetration direéted to. the | 
choice, and whofe friendfhip main- © 
tained, through every change of for- 
affection and | 


conduct the momentous 


tune, an unfhaken 
efteem! The prefence of that great 
character forbids encomium, and the 
remembrance of his merit is too 
deeply engraven ever to be effaced. 


lacing, then, a proper value on | 


the bleffings which the efforts of fuch 


illuftrious citizens have procured, our | 


counfellors have not planned the hap- 
pinefs of their country without ef- 
fect, nor hare the martyrs of free- 
dom bled in vain. No, my fellow 
citizens, from their afhes, enriched 
by their blood, the tree of liberty 
fhall yet grow and flourifh among 
us. Mcthinks I already fee a ftately 
fabric of a free and vigorous govern- 
ment rifing out of the wifdom of the 
federal convention. I behold order 
and contentment pervading every part 
of the united ttates ; our forefts fall- 
ing before the hand of labour ; our 
fields doubling their increafe, from 
the eiieéts of well-dire&ted induftry; 
our villages enlivened by ufeful ma- 
nufactures, and our citizens thriving 
under foreign and domeftic com- 
merce. I behold millions of free- 
men, covering the fhores of our ri- 
vers and lakes with all the arts and 
enjoyments of civilized life, and on 
the anniverfary of this day, 1887, 
fhouting forth the praifes of the he- 
roes and patriots, who, in 1776, 
fecured and extended to them all 
their happinefs. 


are 











An addrefs delivered in the young ladies’ 


academy, at Philadelphia, on Febru- 
ary 8th, 1787, at the clife of a pub- 
lic examination. By the rev. Sa- 
muel Magaw, D. D. reétor of 
St. Paul’s church, and wice-provoft of 
the univerfity of Pennfylvania— 
Publifbed by defire of the vijfitors of 
faid academy. 


AVING ffepped in on this 

agreeable occation, may I be 
permitted to yield, for a few mo- 
ments, to the impulfe which I feel 
upon my mind ? It is the fmpulfe of 
complacency, combined with a defire 
to follow you, honoured citizens, in 
bearing the teftimony due to this 
rifing inftitution. 

Education is unqueftionably, a 
matter of very great importance in 
human fociety. It is the ground- 
work on which the temple of happi- 
nefs may rife—well proportioned, 
beautiful, and lafting. 

A judicious and (Sberal care, how- 
ever, is requifite, with regard to the 
objects of education ; the time of 
life moft proper for it ; and the man- 
ner in which it ought to be con- 
ducted. 

I beg leave to hazard a few 
thoughts, which have, chiefly, a re- 
lation to the firft particular. 

Here, we have, generally, been 
deficient, and too confined. It is 
eafy to difcern, in what refpect.— 
Schools and academies there are, in- 
tended for training up boys, and 
young gentlemen, in fundry branches 
of ufeful learning: but female in- 
ftruétion hath been left, as it were, 
to chance ; or conducted very little 
farther than through the loweft 
forms. As if of trivial. moment, 
no great deal hath been faid about it ; 
and ftill lefs accomplifhed. Seldom 
hath it called forth more than fome 
fcattered vague remarks, and inef- 
fective, fpiritlefs endeavours. 

It merits more attention than this. 
Vol. ILI, No. 1. 
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An infpired writer, exprefling the 
felicity of having well inttruéted 
fons, by the beautiful metaphor of 
‘* plants grown up in their youth ;” 
connects therewith, the elegance and 
gtacé of “ our daughters, polithed 
after the fimilitude of a palace.” 

That female minds are capable of 
great improvement, will certainly be 
allowed. The benefit and fatisfaction 
that muft arife from fuch improve- 
ment, are obvious to all. ‘There is 
but little reafoning then neceflary to 
fhew, that this amiable part of our 
charge had beft receive tuition in fe- 
minaries appropriated to themfelves. 
In thefe, their innocence and delica- 
cy can more eafily be proteéted ; their 
converfation, manners, and addrefs 
more perfectly attended to; and each 
congenial circumftance made to ope- 
rate in leading them to excellence. 

I am aware of the objections that 
have been made againft public femi- 
naries for young ladies. Vanity and 
vice, it is faid, are apt to be intro- 
duced by fome, where there is a great 
number, and the contagion foon 
fpreads. Private tuition, it is al- 
leged, is the moft proper for pupils 
of this fex. 

It is poflible there may be inftances 
to countenance this objection : vet it 
holds not true, indifcriminately. 
Indeed, when daughters are fent 
from home, to board—the tender 
guidance of a fenfible mother being 

in a manner fufpended, and the fa- 
ther’s guardianfhip quite ceafing for 
a time—there is fome room for ap- 
prehending danger, notwithftanding 
all the caution that can be exercifed. 
But the feminaries which we have in 
our view, are lefs expofed to hazards 
of this fort. The young perfons, 
upon our plan, are not to be throwa 
at a diftance from the paternal eye, 
nor feparated from a mother’s fweet 
attentions. We deem both eflential, 
where they can be enjoyed: and nei- 
ther are fuperfeded in the leait. [I 
fuppofe alfe thefe feminaries to be 








































ee 











' 








26 Addref:, delivered in the young ladies’ academy, at Philadelphia. 


well conftituted, and managed with 
prudence and ability. 

As to private tuition, I allow it 
all the reafonable praife its advocates 
could defire. But, confidering cir- 
cumftances in general—and that the 
literary inftruction of females mutt 
be condu¢ted almoft in the fame way 
with that of boys; the private me- 
thod will be often found impractica- 
ble, and very feldom competent, of 
itfelf, to the end propofed. 

In few places—almoft in none, till 
Jately—hath there been any refpeéta- 
ble inftitution for the exprefs purpofe 
of educating young ladies. There 
hath not been one, holding forth a 
fyftem that can be thoroughly ap- 

roved ; or carrying into practice 
ideas which comport with the digni- 
ty of the object. There might be 
many fuch : and they would, in eve- 
ry poflible view, deferve the atten- 
tion and encouragement of all who 
with well to the profperity of their 
country ;—we may fay, to the felici- 
ty of the world. 

Our object here is not exceffive re- 
finement, or deep erudition ; but 
fuch culture, in the firft inftance, as 
no woman, whatever her condition 
and expectations are, can conveni- 
ently be without. And then, fuch 
farther progrefs as the tafte and for- 
tunes of Somme may require. 

It is by no means neceffary that 
every woman fhould have a claffical 
education, even with refpect to her 
own tongue; nor that any fhould 
proceed in one literary branch, or 
another, farther than what prudence 
and economy recommend. But, 
unqueftionably, all, of every defcrip- 
tion, fhould learn to read correétly. 
All fhould be taught to write tolera- 
bly well. All fhould be inftracted to 
manage common numbers, and to 
keep plain accounts. All fhould be 
formed to the habits of obedience, 
and a placid graceful attention to 
whatever duty they may be concern- 
ed in. 


Now, in the inftitutions which J 
wifh may be patronized, thefe effen. 
tial parts at leait, of female educa. 
tion, will become more generally 
underftood, than they were formerly, 
Almoft every one may rife to a de- 
gree of confideration herein, that 
oe had fearcely any conception of 

fore. 

In fuch inftitutions, more effeftu- 
ally than any where elfe, may be ac- 
quired an accurate acquaintance with 
the vernacular language—its ele- 
ments, orthography, idioms, and 
conftruétion: the refult of which 
will be, a copioufnefs—dignity— 
force—and beauty, in writing, as 
well as in converfation, which mot 
women are certainly as capable of, 
as the men ; but, for want of oppor- 
tunity, fo few of cither fex attain. 

Befides reading with propriety and 
grace, that charming accomplifh- 
ment—how generally would they 
write a beautiful, eafy hand, and 
gain facility in arithmetic !—How 
common would it be, to underftand 
the ufe of the globes—the mott pleaf- 
ing and analy parts of geography 
and hiftory ;—drawing—mufic— 
pfalmody :—while many, whofe 
genius, and fituation in life, migl:t 
render it advifeable, would, at a pro- 
per feafon, make advances in the 
belles lettres ; and others reach, with 
fuccefs, after the garland of philofo- 

hy. 
J —And all along, let the fair pu- 
il’s range in the field of learning, 
either more, or lefs extenfive—the 
will be taught, above all things, to 
have this truth in conftant view, 
that the knowledge of her Creator is 
wifdom pre-eminent; and the orna- 
ments of a meek and quiet fpirit, are 
the firft-rate accomplifhments under 
heaven. 

Now, any expoftulations that 
might be ufed on account of patt 
omiffions—or the reafonings that 
might be adduced by one fpeaking on 
this fubject, are fuperfeded, I trutt, 
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in Philadelphia, by the aétual efta- 
blifhment of an academy, fuch as 


meets our ideas, and accords with our 
wifhes—an academy, which, from 
its having the countenance of fo ma- 
ny refpectable characters—I readily 
fuppofe, will enlarge its fyftem yet 
farther, and f{pread extenfively its 
goodly influences. 

Here then I hold ; fenfible that it 
is unneceflary in this place, to dwell 
longer on the confideration firft inti- 
mated : or even to touch, a moment, 
on the other two particulars, ‘ the 
time of life moft proper for st 
on ;” and “ the manner of conduét- 
ing it ;”’ circumftances, which the 
good fenfe of the parents, whofe 
daughters feek inftruction early within 
thefe walls—the ‘kill of* the princi- 
pal, and the attention of the vifitors, 
amply provide for, and infure in the 
manner that every well-informed 
mind would defire. 

All that I have to do on thefe to- 
pics, is, with cordiality, to congra- 
tulate the refpectable parents and 
guardians of thefe amiable young 
perfons ; and you, worthy fir*, un- 
der whofe fpecial care they are placed, 
and every one who affifts you in this 
excellent work, particularly the gen- 
tleman + to whom this city is greatly 
indebted, for his inftruétions in that 
delightful art, which heightens fo 
much the beauty of focial worfhip. 

Sirs! may the proficiency of this 
your happy charge, in learning, and 
in “ whatfoever things are lovely,” 
amply fulfil your withes, and reward 
your pains ! : 

“© Delightful tafe ! ta rear the tender 
thought, 

T> teach the fair idea how to fooot ; 

To breathe th’ enliv’uing Jpirit, and to 


x 
The gen’rous purpofe in the gliwixg 
breaft.” 


NOTES, 


* Mr. Brown. 


+ Mr. Adgate. 
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And now, young ladies! as far 
as you have proceeded, you have ac- 
quitted yourfelves well. The {mile 
of general approbation is yours : and 
the Ce poe well-earned, {weet re- 
gards of thofe with whom you are, 
each, more intimately connetted, are 
yours. 

We think we have indubitable 
proofs, in the fpecimens you have 
already given, of your abilities, and 
your delight in learning. A union 
like this promifes mach future ex- 
cellence. You will confider duly 
your prefent advantages, and keep in 
conftant view what is expected of 
you. 

To rife to eminence, requires con- 
tinued, as well as early, diligence. 

While you frequent this femina- 
ry, let it be with a chearful elevated 
endeavour to gain as much improve- 
ment as poflible : and let your end 
in acquiring knowledge, be, that 
you may be eminently good, and 
eminently ufeful. 

You will be amiably refpe€ful to 
your inftructors: peculiarly decent 
and friendly to one another ; per- 
fecily inoffenfive, courteous, and 
obliging to all. The law of kind- 
nefs muit dwell upon your tongues, 
Good will, and peace, and humble- 
nefs of mind, muft every where at- 
tend you, 

Thus growing in wifdom, as you 
grow in ttature, and pofleffing thofe 
qualities which concentrate in worth 
and lovelinefs, you will become 
(what I look upon to be but very 
little lower than the angels) fenfible, 
virtuous, fweet-tempered women. 

But, highly efteemed daughters! 
there is a confideration which I have, 
all along, fuppofed to accompany 
your improvements, and to fhed a- 
round them glory, without which,- 
indeed, they would all be unprofit- 
able ; I mean, that in the light and 
love of God alone, your nature 
can be happy. 

I barely fubjoin a thought in rela- 
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tion to this; it may give a better 
feafoning to the fentiments pre- 
ceding. 

That light and love muft come to 
you, and to us all, thro’ the Son of 
God, He is the great matter, whofe 
f{chool you matt efpecially atend. 
In the midft of all your ftudies, and 
in all your ways, be learning of him. 
He gives you redemption. He recon- 
ciles you to his Father. He teaches 
you to be pure, unblameable, and 
perfect. He will open a heaven of 
ferenity within you ; reftoring all the 
honours of innocence, and the rights 
of immortality, 
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New method of placing a meridian mark, 
in a letter to the rev. dr. Ewing, pro- 
woft of the univerfity of Pennjylva- 
Milile By David Ritte nhoufe » 7 


Dear fir, 


OME time ago I mentioned to 
\) you anew invention | had for 
fixing a meridian mark for my obfer- 
vatory. This | have fince executed, 
and as it anfwers perfectly well, I 
fhall give you a particular defcrip- 
tion of it. 

When my olbfervatory was firft e- 
rected, 1 placed a meridian mark to 
the northward, at the diftance of 
about 1200 feet, my view to the 
fouth being too much confined by 
adjacent buildings, and that to the 
north was not dittant enough to have 
the mark free from a fentible paral- 
Jax. But Jaft fummer a new brick 
houfe was built dire¢Uy north of the 
obfervatory, and much too nigh for 
dittant vifion with the tranfit infrv- 
ment. Now, though a fixed mark is 
not abfolutely neceflary where you 
have a good tranfit inflrument, the 
pofition of which may be examined 
and accurately corrected, if neceflary, 
every fair day, by the paflage of the 


pole ftar above and below the pole, it 
is neverthelefs very convenient, faves 
much trouble, and may fometimes 
prevent mittakes. We have an in- 
{tance in the obfervations of the aftro- 
nomer royal at Greenwich. His 
mark being taken down at repairin 
the building to which it was — 
the tranfit inftrument was accidental. 
ly thrown out of its true pofition, 
and the obfervations with it were 
continued for a confiderable time be- 
fore the error was deteéted. My me- 
ridian mark being thus rendered vufe- 
lefs, | contrived feveral other methods 
of fupplying its place, all of which 
were, on futhctent deliberation, re- 
jected for the following, 

I faltened the object glafs.of a 
thirty-fix feet telefcope, iirmly, to 
the wall which fupports the tranfit 
inttrument, oppolite to and as near 
as convenient to the objett glafs of 
the tranfit, when brought to a hori- 
zontal fituation. In the focus of the 
thirty-fix feet object glafs, I {crewed 
fait a piece of brafs to a block of 
marble, fupported by a brick pillar 
built on a good foundation, for this 
purpofe, in my garden, On this 
plece of brafs are teveral black Lon- 
centric circles ; the reft of the plate 
isfilvered. ‘The diverging rays ot 
light which proceed from every point 
in thefe circles, after pailing through 
the thirty-fix feet glais, become pa- 
rallel, and entering the tranfit initru- 
ment, an unage of the plate and its 
circles is formed in the fame place 
where the images of flars or the molt 
diittant objects are formed. The cir- 
cles are, therefore, diftinélly feen 
through the tranfit, and being placed 
in the fame meridian with the cearre 
of the thirty-fix feet glafs, the in- 
nermoit circle, about the fize of a 
brevier ©, ferves for a meridian mark, 
to the centre whereof the crofs hair 
of the tranft, May be ns elva dyufled. 

This mark is in feveral refpetts 
preferable to one placed in the com- 
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arallax, which the other cannot be, 
snieis placed at a very great dittance, 
when giativs ot great magnifying 
owersare ufed. It is not fentrbly 
fected by the undulation of the air, 
which very often renders it rmp thie 
o fet the tranfit accurately toa dif- 
ant mark. And it can be Ulami 
mated at night without difficulty, 
wuld the faipicion of any accident 
to the tranfit make it necetlary. Bat 
jt has likewife one difady antage. — 
Should the ptilar, in fettling, carry 
the mark a little to the ext or wet, 
the error will be greater in “proporti- 
Gn to its nearncis. 


J am, dear fir, your humble fervant, 


DAVID RITTENHOUSE, 


P. S. The great improvement if 
obictt glaffes, by Doland, has ena 
bled us to apply eve glail sof fo fhort 
a focus, that it ts difficult to find a 
fubttance proper for the crofs hairs of 
fixed initroments. For forme vears 
pat, | have ufed a fingle Slament of 
fiik, without Knowing that the lame 
was made ufe of by the European 
altronomers, as I have lately found it 
isby mr. Herfchell. But this fub-. 
flance, though far better than wires 
or hairs of any kind, ts @:1il much 
too coarfe for fome obfervaric na. A 
fingle filament of filk will totally 


obtcure a {mall far, and that for f& 
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{ theulty, placed the thread of 


a forder in fome of my inframents 

it has a beautifal efedt . ts { one 
tenth of the five of the thread of the 
f"} worm, an 1 rou ler a) Tere 
evenly of athicknefs. I have hither 
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30 Letter from F. Madifon, ef. to D. Rittenbonfe, ef. 


The fcene lafted about half an hour, 
though the whole night was as light 
as when the moon is in the quarters. 
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Letter from J. Madifon, efg. to D. 
Rittenhoufe, cfg. containing experi- 
ments and cbfervations upon what are 
commonly called the fuseet {prings, in 
Virginia. 


TF"HESE waters rife on the 

north fide of a large moun- 
tain, at the foot of it, called the 
fweet {pring mountain, in the coun- 
ty of Botetourt. The fouth fide 
is covered with ftones of an ocrous 
appearance. In many places iron 
ore may be found ; but on the 
north, the mountain is fertile, co- 
vered witha rich mould, at leaft near 
the fpring. The remarkable effica- 
cy of thefe waters, in many difor- 
ders, efpecially, it is faid, in con- 
fumptive complaints, firft induced 
me to attempt their analyfis. Such 
experiments as I had time and op- 
portunity to make, I fhall faithful- 
ly relate, and leave it to others, 
better qualified than myfelf, to 
judge of their merits. 

Experiment 1. Having plunged 
avery fenfible mercurial thermome- 
ter in the fpring, it ftcod at 73°. 
‘The temperature of air was about 
69. 

2. A good hydrometer funk one 
twentieth of an inch deeper in com- 
mon mountain water, than ia the 
{pring. 

3- Nut galls mixed with the wa- 
ter in a wine-glafs, ftruck a, palifh 
brown, which fhewed tha there 
was little or no iron in it. ‘| 

4. Violets mixed withthe water 
in a wine-glafs, turned itg in a fhort 
time, of a reddifh_colour. This 
was a proof that t}.c waters contain- 
ed fome kind of acid. 


? 


5. Having made a folution of 


filver in the nitrous acid, and mix- 
ed a little of it with the water, it 
immediately became milky, and a 
white pulvurent precipitate enfued, 
This experiment fhewed by the 
whitenefs of the precipitate, that 
the waters contained nothing ful- 
phureous, and by the pulvurency 
of the precipitate, that the acid 
contained in the waters was vitri- 
olic. 

6, A folution of lead in the ni- 
trous acid being mixed with the 
water, it became fomewhat milky, 
and a white precipitate was obferv- 
ed. This experiment alfo fhews, 
that the waters contain an acid, 
moft probably the vitriolic, and alfo 
that they contain calcareous earth. 
Soap is not readily mifcible with 
them. 

7. A folution of faccharum fa- 
turni in the nitrous acid being 
made, and lines marked upon paper 
with it, and placed over the water, 
the lines retained their former co- 
lour. This experiment alfo thews 
that the water contains nothing 
fulphureous. 

8. Having poured a little of the 
fpirit of falt into the water, after 
fome time a coloured precipitate 
was obferved ; but as the waters did 
not fliike a green or blue colour, it 
fhewed that there was no copper in 
them. 

g. A folution of vitriol of cop- 
per mixed with the water, produced 
a thick, green, curdly appearance, 
but did not become bluer. This 
experiment fhewed that there was 
no vol. alkali contained in them. 

10. The vitriolic acid mixed 
with the water, fuddenly effervefced, 
and produced a heat which raifed 
the thermometer from 75 to 83, by 
applying the bulb to the outfide of 
the glafs. 

11. As the {pring is continually 
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On mufical pretenders. 


Jifcharging large bubbles of air, 
which rifing from the bottom break 
upon the {urface of the water, I 
was defirous of making fome expe- 
riments upon the air, in order to 
determine whether the acidity of 
the water might not be owing to 
it; andalfo to determine the na- 
ture of the air, whether fixed or 
not. Having, therefore, caught a 
quantity of the air ina decanter, I 
communicated a part of it te an 
equal bulk of pure mountain water, 
and after agitating them fer fome 
time, gave it to feveral to talte; 
who agreed that it had the tatte of 
the {pring water. Upon a fecond 
trial, this experiment did not fuc- 
ceed. 1 had not an opportunity 
of trying the nature of the air by 
means of chalk-water, and was pre- 
vented from profecuting any further 
enquiries into the nature of thefe 
celebrated waters, by a fudden a- 
larm, to which the frontiers were 
then continually expofed. 

Thefe waters have been falfely 
called {weet ; for their tafte is evi- 
dently acidulous. The experiments 
alfo fhew that they contain an acid. 
Their tafte refembles exaétly that 
of waters artificially impregnated 
with fixed air, extricated from 
chalk, by means of the vitriolic 
acid, and I conceive muft be near- 
ly the fame with the true Pyrmont 
water. They have little or no 
{mell, do not form any incruftation, 
nor do they leave a depofit upon 
ftanding many hours. Upon bath- 
ing in the morning, the {kin hasa 
foapy kind of feel. ‘This was not 
obferved in the evening. 

Thereis, near this {pring, another, 


avery itrong chalybeate. 
I am, with great regard, yours, 


]. MADISON. 


31 
On mufical pretenders. 
To the editor. 
Timotheus, with his breathing flute or 
founding lyre, 
Could Jewell the foxl to rage, or kindle 
Soft depres 


Sir, 


W AS led the other day by a 
friend to a concert of mufic, in 
expeCtation of being enraptured, as he 
was pleafed to call it, by the perfor- 
mance of many excellent matters. I 
am indeed a lover of mufic, but un- 
happily no connoiffeur ; I imagined I 
fhould be entertained with fome of 
the works of Corelli, Handel, Ge- 
miniani, or the like; but alas, fir, 
after a good old overture which i 
thought tolerably well performed, 
when my expectations were raifed 
very high, up ftarts Signor Sombo- 
dini (a name Italianized, which I do 
not remember) to play a folo on the 
violoncello, which ufed to be known 
by the name of a bafs-fiddle not half 
a century ago: he had indeed one 
part of Timotheus’s fkill;—he did 
not a little enrage many befides me, 
by producing fome of his own coin- 
pefition, which, after Handel’s, was 
nearly fimilar to a low farce after 2 
fine tragedy ; his performance, which 
a fat gentlewoman, who fat next to 
me, told me, I fhould call his execn- 
tion, was very good; but I never 
knew, till fome of the connoifleurs 
informed me, that mufic was only in- 
tended for vile fcrapers to make minc- 
ed meat of—to fhew—what? why 
truly, their execution :—I had almott 
faid, would they were all executed, 
connoifieurs and all, In the name of 
wonder, have we not folos of Corel- 
li, Geminiani, and many other great 
mafters, that every fidler mutt be 
perking his own wretched compoii- 
tions in our face? A gentleman was 
obferving, that on all bafs infru- 
ments the movements ought to be 
flow and folemn, and that they ne 
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ver were intended for jigs, &c. to 
which a perfonage of a very formal 
afpect made aniwer, in a kind of 
German Englifh, ‘* Sir, you know 
very littke about the matter; that 
might be the cafe in Corelli’s time, 
but now we have learned better 
things: in his time it was thought 
wonderful if a performer on the vio- 
lin could reach E in alt (I think that 
was the expreffion) but now we make 
nothing of going clofe up to the 
bridge.” I did not doubt but the 
perfon muft be a very great perform- 
er, who knew fo much better than 
Corelli, and being told that he was 
immediately to give a fpecimen, I 
was all expectation; when behold 
mynheer mounted the roftrum, or 
what elfe you pleafe to call it, and 
indeed he did get up to the bridge, 
as he had promifed : but (would you 
believe it?) he could not find the way 
down again, till during a great ap- 
plaufe, raifed by fome of his admi- 
rers, he wifely threw himfelf down 
head-long ; and upon my word I 
withed he had broke his neck—I 
mean mufically, not mifchievoufly— 
for he only intended to fhew his own 
execution. 

I always underftood, till lately, 
that mufic, I mean compofition, was 
a very difficult affair ; but was great- 
ly furprifed to find, that every {park 
that has juft learned the gamut on 
the fiddle or German flute, compofes 
his own folos, trios, &c. &c. with 
the greateft facility ; and I do not 
doubt can get up to the bridge much 
better than Corelli ever could, and 
come down again, like mynheer, in a 
matierly manner. 


lam, fir, 
yours, &c. 
TIMOTHY PHRAM. 
Philadelphia, May 6, 1787. 
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An addrefs of his excellency governor 
Trumbull, to the general affembiy and 
the freemen of the / gee: of Conneéti- 
cut, with the refalution of the legifla- 


ture, in confequence thereof. 


To the honvurable the council and houfe 


of repre entattves, in general court 


affembled, Ofober 1 733- 
Gentlemen, 


\ Few days will bring me to the 
f anniverfary of my birth ; fe- 
venty three years of my life will 
then be completed; and next May, 
fifty one years will have paffed, fince 
I was firft honoured with the confi- 
dence of the people in a public cha- 
ra¢ter. During this period, in diffe. 
rent capacities, it has been my lot 
to be called to public fervice, almoft 
without interruption. Fourteen years 
Thave had the honour to fill the 
chief feat of government. With 
what carefulnefs, with what zeal and 
attention to your welfare, I have 
difcharged the duties of my feveral 
ftations, fome few of you, of equal 
age with myfelf, can witnefs for me 
from the beginning. During the 
lait period, none of you are ignorant 
of the manner in which my public 
life has been occupied !—the watch- 
ful cares and folicitudes of an eight 
years diftrefling and unufual war, 
have alfo fallen to my fhare, and 
have employed many anxious mo- 
ments of my lateft time ; which have 
been chearfully devoted to the wel- 
fare of my country. Happy am I 
to find, that all thefe cares, anxieties, 
and folicitudes are amply compenfat- 
ed by the noble profpect which now 
opens to my fellow citizens, of a 
happy eftablifhment (if we are but 
wife to improve the precious oppor- 
tunity) in peace, tranquility, and 
national independence. With fin- 


cere and lively gratitude to Almigh- 
ty God, our great protector and de- 
liverer, and with moft hearty con- 
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gratulations to all our citizens, I fe- 
licitate you, gentlemen, the other 
freemen, and all the good people of 
the ftate, in this glorious profpect. 

Imprefled with thefe fentiments of 
gratitude and felicitation—reviewing 
the long courfe of years, in which, 
through various events, I have had 
the pleafure to ferve the ftate—con- 
—- with pleafing wonder 
and fatistaction, at thé clofe of 
an arduous conteit, the noble and en- 
larged fcenes, which now prtefent 
themfelves to my country’s view— 
and reflecting, at the fame time, son 
my advanced ftage of life—a life, 
worn out almo‘t in the conftant du- 
ties of office, I think it my duty to 
retire from the bufy concerns of pub- 
lic affairs: that at the evening of my 
days, I may fweeten their decline, 
by devoting myfelf with lefs avoca- 
tion, and more attention, to the du- 
ties of religion, the fervice of my 
God, and preparation for a future 
and happier ftate of exiftence—in 
which pleafing employment, I fhall 
not ceafe to remember my country, 
and to make it my ardent prayer, 
that heaven will not fail to blefs her 
with its choiceft favours. 

At this aufpicious moment, there- 
fore, of my country’s happinefs— 
when fhe has juft reached the goal of 
her wifhes, and obtained the object, 
for which the has fo long contended, 
and fo nobly ftruggled, I have to 
requeft the favour from you, gentle- 
men, and through you, from al! the 
freemen of the itate, that after May 
next, I may be excufed from any 
further fervice in public life, and 
that, from this time, | may be no 
longer confidered as an object of your 
fuffrages for any public employment 
in the ftate. The reafonablenefs of 
my requeft, I am perfuaded, will be 
queftioned by no one. ‘The length 
of time I have devoted to their fer- 
vice, with my declining ftate of vi- 
gour and activity, will, I pleafe my- 
elf, form for me, a fufficient and 
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unfailing excufe with my fellow ci- 
tizens. 

At this parting addrefs, you will 
fuffer me, gentlemen, to thank you, 
and all the worthy members of pre- 
ceding affemblies, with whom I 
have Tad the honour to act, for all 
that afliitance, council, aid, and fup- 
port, which I have ever experienced 
during my adminiftration in govern- 
ment; and in the warmth of grati- 
tude, to affure you, that, till my lateft 
moments, all your kindnefs to me 
fhall be remembered :—and that my 
conftant prayer fhall be employed 
with heaven, to invoke the divine 
guidance and direction in your future 
councils and government. 

Age and experience diftate to me 
—and the zeal with which I have 
been known to ferve the public 
through a long courfe of- years, will, 
I truft, recommend to the attention 
of the people, fome few thoughts 
which I fhall offer to their confidera- 
tion on this occafion, as my laft ad- 
vifory legacy. 

I would in the fir place, intreat 
my countrymen, as they value their 
own internal welfare and the good of 
pofterity, that they maintain invio- 
late, by a ftri€t adherence to its ori- 
ginal principles, the happy conftitu- 
tion under which we have fo long 
fubfifted as a corporation; that for 
the purpofes of national happinefs 
and glory, they will fupport and 
ftrengthen the federal union by every 
conftitutional means in their power. 
The exiftence of a congrefs, vefted 
with powers competent to the great 
national purpofes for which’ that bo- 
dy was inftituted, is eflential to our 
national fecurity, eftablifhment and 
independence. Whether congrefs is 
already vetted with fuch powers, is a 
queftion, worthy, in my opinion, of 
the moft ferious, candid and difpaf- 
fionate confideration of this legifla- 
ture, and thofe of all the other confe- 
derated ftates. For my own part, I 
do not hefitate to prongunce, that in 
E 
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my opinion, that body is not poffeff- 
ed of thofe powers which are fully 
adequate to the purpofes of our ge- 
neral fovereignty ; nor competent to 
that energy and exertion of govern- 
ment, which are abfolutely neceflary 
to the management and direction of 
the general weal; or the fulfilment 
of our own expectations. ‘This de- 
fet in our federal conftitution, I 
have already lamented as the caufe of 
many inconveniencies which we 
have experienced ; and unlefs wifely 
remedied, will, I forefee, be pro- 
ductive of evils, difafrous, if not fa- 
tal, to our future union and confede- 
ration. In my idea, a congrefs in- 
vefted with full and fufficient autho- 
rities, is as abfolutelyneceflary for the 
great -purpofes of our conftderated 
union, as your legiflature is for the 
fupport of internal order, regulation 
and government, in the ftate. Both 
bodies fhould be entrufted with pow- 
ers fully fufficient to anfwer the de- 
fien of their feveral inititutions. 
Their powers fhould be diftinét ; 
they fhould be clearly defined, afcer- 
tained and underftood. ‘They fhould 
be carefully adhered to; they fhould 
be ate over with a wakeful and 
diftinguifhing attention of the peo- 
ple. But this watchfulnefs is far dif- 
ferent from that excefs of jealoufy, 
which, from a miftaken fear of abufe, 
withholds the neceflary powers, and 
denies the means which are eflential 
to the end expected. Jutt as ridi- 
culous is this latter difpofition, as 
would be the practice of a farmer, 
who fhould deprive his labouring 
man of the tools neceflary for his bu- 
finefs, left he fhould hurt himfelf, or 
injure his employer, and yet expects 
his work to be accomplifhed. ‘This 
kind of exceflive jealoufy is, in my 
view, too prevalent at this day ; and 
will, I fear, if not abated, prove a 

rincipal means of preventing the en- 


joyment of our national indepen- 


dence and glory, in that extent and 
perigction, which the afpect of our 


affairs (were we to be wife) fo pleaf. | 


ingly promifes to us. My country- 
men! fuffer me to afk, who are ob- 
jects of this jealoufy ? who, my fel- 
low citizens, are the men we have to 
fear ? not ftrangers, who have no 
connection with our welfare ?—no! 
—they are the men of our own 
choice, from among ourfelves ;—a 
choice (if we are faithful to our. 
felves) dictated by the moft perfec 
freedom of election; and that elec- 
tion repeated as often 4s you can 
wifh, or is confiftent with the 
good of the people. They are 
our brethren—-acting for them. 
felves as well as for us—-and 
fharers with us in all the general bur- 
dens and benefits. ‘They are men, 
who from intereft, affection and eve- 
ty focial tie, have the fame attach- 
ment to our conftitution and govern- 
ment as ourfelves :—why, therefore, 
fhould we fear them, with this un- 
reafonable jealoufy ?—In our prefent 
temper of mind, are we not rather to 
fear ourfelves ? to fear the proprie- 
ty of our own elestions ? or rather to 
fear, that from this excefs of jealoufy 
and miftruft, each one, cautious of 
his neighbour’s love of power, and 
fearing left if he be trufted, he would 
mifufe it, we fhall lofe all confi- 
dence and government, and every 
thing tend to anarchy and confufion? 
from whofe horrid womb, thould we 
plunge into it, will {pring a govern- 
ment, that may juftly make us all to 
tremble. 

I would alfo beg, that, for the fup- 
port of national faith aad honour, as 
well as domeftic tranquility, they 
would pay the ftrielt attention t» 
all the facred rules of juftice and 
equity, by a faithful obfervance and 
fulfilment of all public as well as 
private engagements. Public expen- 
ces are unavoidable ;—and thofe of 
the late war, although they fall fhort 
of what might have been expected, 
When compared with the magnitude 
of the object for which we have con- 
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tended, the length of the conteft, 


with our unprepared fituation and 
peculiarity of circumftances, yet 
could not fail to be great ;—but 
creat as they may appear to he, 
when, for the defence of our invalu- 
able rights and liberties, the fupport 
of our government, and our national 
exiflence, they have been incurred 
and allowed by thofe to whom, by 
your own choice, you have delegated 
the power, and afligned the duty, of 
watching over the common weal, and 
guarding your interetts, their public 
engagements are as binding on™ the 
people, as your own private con- 
tracts ; and are to be difcharged with 
the fame good faith and punttua- 
lity. 

I moft earneftly requeft my fellow 
citizens, that they revere and prac- 
tice virtue in ail its lovely forms :— 
this being the fureft and beft efta- 
blifhment of national as well as pri- 
vate felicity and profperity. That, 
difmiffing as well all local and confin- 
ed prejudices, as unreafonable and 
exceifive jealoufies and fufpicions, 
they ftudy peace and harmony with 
each other, and with the feveral parts 
of the confederated republic—That 
they pay an orderly and refpectful re- 
gard to the laws and regulations of 
government ; and that, making a 
judicious ufe of that freedom and 
frequency of election, which is the 
great fecurity and palladium of 
their rights, they will place confi- 
dence in their public officers, and 
fubmit their public concerns, with 
chearfulnefs and readinefs, to the de- 
cifions and determinations of con- 
grefs and their own legiflature : 
whofe colle&ed and united wifdom, 
the people will find to be a much 
more fure dependance, than the un- 
certain voice of popular clamour, 
which, moft frequently, is excited and 
blown about by the artful and de- 
figning part of the community, to 
effect particular, and, often times, fi- 
nifter purpofes, At fuch times, the 


. 


Governor Trumbull’s addref: to the affimbly of thefate of Conneficut. 35 


ftealy good fenfe of the virtuous 
public, wifely exercifed in a judici- 
ous choice of their reprefeniatives, 
and a pun¢tual obfervance of their 
collected counfels, is the furett guide 
to national intereft, happinefs and fe- 
curity. 

Finaily, my fellow citizens! I ex- 
hort you to love one another; let 
each one ftudy the good of his neigh- 
bour and of the community, as his 
own :—hate ftrites, contentions, jea- 
loufies, envy, avarice and every evil 
work, and ground yourtelves in this 
faithful and fure axiom, thet virtue 
exalteth a nation, but that fin and 
evil workings are the deftraction of 
a people. 

I commend you, gentlemen, and 
the good people of the flate, with 
earnettnefs and ardour, to the blef- 
fing and protection, the counfel and 
direction of the great counfellor and 
diretor ; whofe wifdom and power 
is fufficient to eftablish you as a great 
and happy people :—and withing 
you the favour of this divine benc- 
diction, in my public character—I 
bid you a long—a hapAy adieu. 

Iam, gentlemen, 
your mott obedient 
humble fervant, 
JONATHAN TRUMBULL, 
A true copy, exzmined by 


GEORGE WYLLYS, fecretary. 


Ata general aflembly of the governor 
and company of the ftate of Con- 
ne¢ticut, in America, held at New- 
haven, on the fecond Thurfday of 


October, A. D. 1783. 

V 7 HEREAS his excellency Jo- 

nathan ‘Trumbull, efquire, 
governor and commander in chief in 
and over the ftate of Connecticut, 
has fignified in an addrefs to the ge- 
neral aflembly, to be communicated 
to their conitituents, his defire that 
he might not, confidering his ad- 
vanced age, be confidered by the 
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freemen of this ftate, as an object of 
their choice, at the next general 
eleétion,as the governor has declared 
his wifh to retire, after the expiration 
of his prefent appointment, from the 
cares and bufinefs of government. 

Refolved by this affembly, that 
they confider it as their duty in be- 
half of their conttituents, to exprefs, 
in terms of the moit fincere grati- 
tude, their higheft refpect for his ex- 
cellency governor Trumbull, for the 
great f eminent fervices which he 
ias rendered this ftate during his 
Jong and profperous adminiftration : 
more efpecially for that difplay of 
wifdom, jultice, fortitude, and mag- 
nanimity, joined with the moft un- 
remitting attention and perfeverance 
which he has manifeited during the 
Jate fuccefsful, though diftretling, 
war, which muft place the chief ma- 
giftrate of this ftate in the rank of 
thofe great and worthy patriots, who 
have eminently diftinguithed them- 
felves as the defenders of the rights 
of mankind. 

And that this aflembly confider it 
asa molt gracious difpenfation of di- 
vine providence, that a life of fo 
much ufefulnefs has been prolonged 
to fuch an advanced age, with an un- 
impaired vigour and ‘attivity of 
mind. 

But if the freemen of this ftate 
fhall think proper to comply with his 
excellency’s requeft, it will be the 
with of this aflembly, that his fuccef- 
for in office may poflefs thofe eminent 
public and private virtues, which 

ive fo much luftre to the character of 
Bim who has, in the moft honourable 
manner, fo long prefided over this 
ftate. 

It is further refolved, that the fe- 
cretary prefent to governor ‘Trum- 
bull, an authenticated copy of this 
att, as a teltimonial of the refpect 
and eiteem of the legiflature of this 
ftate. And the fecretary is further 
direéted, that as foon as he fha!] be 
furnifhed with fuch copy, he caufe 


the fame to be printed, together with 
this act. 
A true copy, examined by 


GEORGE WYLLYS, fec’ry. 
= SD O~ 


Obfervations on a comet lately difca- 
y 

wered 3 comnunical d to the 

can phil / pl he al fu wety—By David 


, 7 
Rittenhouse, :f7- 


( N the 21f of January lat, 

john Lukens, efg. informed 
me that he had difcovereda comet, 
the preceding evening ; and, on the 
evening of the fame day, affiited 
by mr. Lukens and mr. Prior, I ob- 
ferved the apparent place of the co- 
met to be in the rsth degree of 
Pifces, with 16° 6’ fouth latitude. 
By fubfequent obfervations, | found 
its motion to be north eatterly, with 
refpeét to the ecliptic, and that its 
nearelt approach to us had preceded 
our firft obfervation. It paffed the 
eclipticon the j:f, inthe 25° of 
Piices, and February the 17th it 
was in Pifces 29° with 13° 107 
north latitude. This was the lat 
time I faw it, clouds and moonlight 
having fince prevented. 

The light of this comet was fo 
very faint that it was impoffible to 
obferve it with accuracy, at leaft 
without better inttruments than [ 
am poffeffed of, efpeciaily as the co- 
met was always involved in day 
light, moonlight, or the thick at- 
mofphere of the horizon. No pains 
or attention however were wanting, 
and from the beft obfervation I 
could make, I find it paffed its pe- 
rihelion about the zoth of January, 
its diftance from the fun being about 
vy of the fun’s diflance from us. 
The place of its afcending node is 
in the 25th degree of ‘Taurus, and 
the inclination of ies 


A neri- 


orbit 53°. 


Its motion is retrograde, that is, 
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contrary to the order of the figns. 
Lhave ftill hopes ot feeing it in the 
morning, though its diftance 1s now 
fo very great that it can fearcely 
be vifible to the naked eye. 

March, 1784. 
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DELAIDE, the little gi 
i now before the focicty, is aged 
two ycars and a little more than one 
month, is of a clear black col ur, 
verging to brown, except that the 
has a white lp tt bearing fome re 
femblance toan aigrette ; the point 
of which is at the root of the nofe, 
and it rifes into the hair, above the 
f wehead, ot which it o« cupies above 
aninch in width, from the margia 
tu the fontenelle 


j 
coiour of 


In this part the 


white ’ and it 


the hair is 

curly hke the hair of negrocs in 
general, and thicker in that part 
of its head. 
In the middle of its forehead and 
on the aigrette, is a large 
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the fame parts of the body, for the 
moft part, as over the body of Maria 
Sabina, of whom monf. Buffon gives 
an account ; and confidering it as a 
well authenticated fa¢t, from all the 
information that has been received of 
Adelaide, that fhe had a negro father 
and negro mother, we are led to be- 
Keve that the Englifh account under 
the portrait of Maria Sabina is exact, 
and not afferted merely for the fake 
of covering the honour of the mother, 
and of the fociety in which fhe was 
a flave. 

The pyed mulatto boy is named 
Jean Pierre. He isa month younger 
than Adelaide ; but from his figure, 
which is robuit, he appears to be fix 
months older. He, as well as Ade- 
Jaide, both belong to monf. le Val- 
lois. He was born at Grandterre, 
Guadaloupe, of a negro wench named 
Carolina, and of a white man, an 
European, whofe name I did not 
Jearn. 

A certificate which monf. le Val- 
Jois has with him, legally authenti- 
cated by monf. Blin, lieutenant 
judge, given from under the hand 
of mont. des Efiart, king’s phyfician, 
and monf. Cumin, king’s furgeon, 
at Grandterre, Guadaloupe, attefts, 
that Adelaide was born at Gros I let, 
in St. Lucia; that Bridget, her mo- 
ther, is 2 negro of the Ibo nation, and 
now reckoned to be about twenty five 
years old, and that her father, whofe 
name is Raphael, is a negro of the 
Mina nation. In this certificate it is 
further declared, that the father of 
Jean Pierre has white fpots (that is, of 
a deeper white than his natural fkin) 
of the fame fhape, and in the fame 
parts of the body as the fon, and that 
the mother and one of the brothers 
of this boy’s European father have 
like white {pots, andin the fame parts 
ef the body. 

However it may be in refpect to 
t..ofe obfervations concerning the fup- 
pofed refemblance of the white fpots 
they may bear about them, to thofe 


which mark Jean Pierre, it fuffices te 
take notice here, that his body is en. 
tirely of the colour of a mulatto, ex. 
cept that he has from nature a white 
aigrette in his forehead like that of 
Adelaide. The hair in that part is 
white mixed with black, which is 
not fo in Adelaide. The ftomach, 
and the legs from two inches above 
the ancles to the middle of the calf of 
the legs, are entirely of a beautiful 
lively white ; there is alfo a white 
{pot in the upper part of the penis. 
Over the white parts of the legs there 
is a light white down, longer and 
thicker than children commonly have 
at this age. 

Such is the natural hiftory of thofe 
two extraordinary children ; but 
what caufes have produced thofe fur- 
prifing phenomena and alteration of 
the natural colour of their fkin, are 
left for others to invettigate and ex- 
slain. 

Monf. le Vallois relates that the 
mother of Adelaide, whiltt pregnang 
with her, was delighted in lying out 
allmight in the open air, and con- 
templating the lars and planets, and 
that the great grandmother of Jean 
Pierre (a white lady) during the 
time of her being with child of her 
daughter, his grandmother, by the fa- 
ther’s fide, was frightened on having 
fome milk fpiiled upon her. Whe- 
ther this wiii account for her daughter 
and grandchildren beiag marked in 
the manner related, and for the {pets 
obferved on the mulatto boy defcend- 
ing to him—or whether the ftron 
impreflion made upon the mother a 
Adelaide, by the nightly view of the 
fiars and planetary fyitem, may be 
confidered as the caufe of the very 
extraordinary appearances in that 
girl, every one will determine for 
themfelves ; there being many who 
difpute children’s being ever marked 
by the fears, longings, or impreflions 
made by mothers on the bodies of 
their children, at a certain time of 
pregnancy ; for which they endeavour 
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Letter from the hon. Benjamin Linecln, te the bon. general Warren. 


to account in different ways ; whilft 
others, who have known a variety of 
children born with different marks on 
them (which have fallen under their 
particular notice) are equally conii- 
dent of thofe marks proceeding trom 
the caufes alleged. 
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Letter from the hon, Benjamin Lincoln, 
efa. F. A. A. to the honourable Fames 
Warren, ef7. F. A. A. relating to the 
ingrafiing of Sruit trees, and ihe 
growth of vegetables, 


Hingham, Nov. 3, 1720. ; 
My dear fir, 
TAKE this early opportunity, 


agreeable to my promile, to en- 
clofe you the fentiments of my friend 
on grafting, the growth of plants, 
trees, &c. Thefe were given ona 


converfation which arofe on my men- - 


tioning, that I had observed, for a 
number of years, an apple tree in my 
orchard, the natural fruit of which 
was early, having been grafted with 
a winter cyon, producing fruit very 
like in appearance to the fruit pro- 
duced by the tree whence the cyon 
was taken, but deititute of thofe 
qualities inherent in that fruit, and 
neceflary to its keeping through the 
winter. ‘This led me to call in quef- 
tion the propriety of grafting winter 
fruit on afummer ftock, and toenquize 
whether the flock through which, I 
fuppofed, the food paffed to the cyon, 
and by which it was fitted properly to 
nourifh the helplefs and newly adopt- 
edbranch, would not rather affimu- 
late that, than that the cyon could, 
thus fed, retain all the qualities of its 
parent ftock, 

Tam fenfible, that there are objec- 
tions to this new fyftem; and, per- 
haps, difficulties may be raifed to it, 
which cannot be obviated. But, as 
thus may arife either from the errone- 


39 


oufnefs of the doétrine itfelf, or 
from the want of knowledge in the 
principles of vegetation, I think it 
fhould not be adopted or rejected 
without the fulleit enquiry ; and 
efpecially, fince a knowledge of the 
laws of vegetation is one of the mot 
interefting matters which can be the 
fubject of difcuffion : for on vegeta- 
tion depends our being ; and in the 
fame proportion as we obtain a 
knowledge thereof, and practice on 
that knowledge, in that proportion is 
our well-being promoted. That cul- 
tivation promotes vegetation, I think 
none will deny : for {urely the earth, 
fpontaneoufly, gives us but a bare 
fubfiftence. ‘The reafons affigned, 
why the earth did not more early 
bear fruit, were, becaufe there was 
no rain on the earth, and becau’ 
there was no man to till the ground. 
The neceflity of which feems to have 
produced one of the firtt decrees 
from heaven to man, even while he 
was in Eden, furrounded with all the 
bleffings thereof, that he thouid drefs 
the garden. Whether tilling aad 
drefling the earth fo prepares its parts 
that they become proper food for the 
plant, and thereby promote vegeta- 
tion—whether by tlling and drefl- 
ing, the land is fitted properly to re- 
ceive the rays of the fun, and to 
receive and retain a fuitable quantity 
of water, with which food for the 
plant is fuppofed, by fome, to fall— 
or whether, by tilling and drefling, 
the land does really partake of more 
particles necetlary to vegetation, and 
fo attracts like particles floating in 
the air, as fimilar bodies attraét each 
other, and folight on, and feed the 
plant in their fall, or do ret on the 
®earth, are abforbed by the roots, 
and thence conveyed through the 
whole plant, are quettions which can, 
I think, be determined with greater 
certainty when the principles of ve- 
_getation are fully afcertained. 
Pleafe to favour me with the refule 
f your enquiries on thefe matters, 








and it will much oblige him who has 
the honour to be, &c. 
B. LINCOLN. 


Hon. gen. Warren. 


Obfervations on the growth of trees 
drwnwards after the firfl year. 


HE idea has univerfally obtain- 

ed, that trees grow trom the 
root upwards. But perhaps it may 
appear probable, from the following 
contiderations, that trees, from the 
firit year, grow from the top down- 
wards. 

The growth of the annual plants 
feems to be the mere expanding of the 
parts contained in the teed, or bulb, 
which isa more perfect or full grown 
feed, dittering but little from what is 
commonly called feed. Of this, the 
bulb of a tulip is the beft example, 
as the parts are vifible without the 
help of glaffes. Upon removing the 
feveral coats of the bulb, each of 
which are the fupport of a leaf, in 
the centre of it, a large flower, near 
half an inch in length, will be found, 
and, in thicknefs, as large as a rye- 
ftraw ; in which the petals, ftile, fila- 
nents, and buttons are fully formed, 
and perfect in every refpect but fize 
and colour. The lower leaf of the 
plant, which, within the bulb, 
covers all the reft, {wells and ex- 
pands firft: then the next above 
fwells and expands; and fo on until 
the whole are expanded: after 
which, the ftalk arifes, the flower 
{wells and opens, and its beautiful 
colours are feparated and exhibited 
to the eye. In this growth, the bulb 
is entirely wafted, except only the 
fine fkin that covered each fquamina, 
which remains much thinner than 
white paper. In the centre of the 
bulb, below the leaves, and ad- 
hering to the ftalk, may be feen a 
very fimall bulb, much lefs than the 
feeds of the plant. This bulb is, 
however, increafed with the growth 
of the leaves, until it becomes of the 
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fize of the parent: and when the 
ftalk, the leaves, and the fibrous roots 
deeay and dry up, this new bulb re- 
mains, in the place of the old one, 
capable of a like growth the next 
ear. 

The firft year’s growth of a tree, 
like that of plants, is the mere ex- 
panfion of the parts contained with. 
in the feed, fo far as thofe parts are 
fitted for growth ; and being ex- 
panded, the wood formed has no 
further growth, in any direction, but 
remains of the fanre fize until it de- 
cays. Each leaf, which grows on 
the firit year’s fhoot, as well as thofe 
of facceeding years, has annexed to 
it, immediately above its ttem, an 
embryo bud, which is nourifhed 
and fitted to grow the following 
year, and to become a branch of the 
future tree. The leaf having per- 
formed its maternal duty, falls to the 
ground, and manures the tree from 
whence it fell. 

The wood of thefe faplings of a 
year, 1s uniformly of one texture ; but 
the wood of the next vear is feparated 
from it by a circular line, which re- 
mains as long as the wood latts. Every 
fucceeding year is diftinguifhed in 
the fame manner ; fo that by cutting 
the tree on one fide, from the cir- 
cumference to the centre, and count- 
ing thofe circles, you may afcertain 
itsage. And one of the main quef- 
tions, arifing in the confideration of 
this fubje&, is, how are thefe annual 
additional circles of wood formed ? 
Are they formed by the filling and 
expanding of fibres, which, too {mall 
for the obfervation of our fenfes, lie 
between the bark and the tree? or 
are they new fibres fhooting either 
from below or from above ? It ap- 
pears, by examining the wounds of 
trees, that the wood being once fepa- 
rated, never heals up and grows to- 
gether. The new wood grows over, 
and covers the wound ; but the 
feparated veffels never unite again: 
therefore, if the edge of a knife be 
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paffed tranfverfely through the bark 
Pat round a fapling, and thofe fup- 
pofed extreme fine veflels were cut 
of, that fide of the tree ought to 


ceafe growing, and the buds above , 


it perith. But the faét is other- 
wife: for, cover the wound fo as 
the air may be prevented from car- 
rying off the moifture, which, when 
uncovered, flows from the wound, 
the buds above will grow nearly as 
well as if the wound ws not made. 
‘Yo fuppofe that new veffels, formed 
at the root, afcend, and feeking the 
buds, by pafling round the incifion, 
immediately find them, is too ludi- 
crous an objection to be feriou fly no- 
ticed. Let us, then, confider the 
buds which are formed in the bofom 
of every leaf, 

One of thofe buds, rended from 
its parent plant, and inferted in the 
bark of another tree of the fame ge- 
nus, will grow as well as if it had 
been continued where nature p'aced 
it, and become a complete tree. 
Here, at leaft, there is a certainty, 
that there are no fibres calculated to 
fupport it, yet it will grow ; and the 
whole tree, above the infertion in 
the ftock, thus {pringing from a fof- 
ter-bud, is exactly of » fame na- 
ture in all refpects, and produces the 
fame fruit as the tree from which the 
bud was taken. ‘This is the won- 
derful circumflance, which, though 
often attempted, has never been 
clearly accounted for. We fhall pro- 
ceed to enquire, then, how buds, in- 
ferted in foreign ftocks, attain their 
growth, 

When a bud is brought into con- 
tact with the ftock, and the bark 
of the ftock patied round and upon 
the bark laid in with the bud, the 
fap very quickly forms a gum, 
which glues them together, and ttops 
the mouths of thofe veffels which had 
been torn by feparating the bark and 
bud from the parent tree. Whoever 
examines the fact, muit be convin- 
eed, that the bud, thus laid in, ne- 
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ver has any further adherence to the 
ftock ; but remains, during the life 
of it, liable to be feparated from it 
by diffolving that gum; and, from 
this circumftance, the fize and fhape 
of the wood, or bark, laid in with 
the bud, may be plainly difcovered 
many years after its infertion. Here 
the communication between the ftoct< 
and the bud is deflroyed: for, if the 
fap penetrated this gum, it would 
diifolve it, and the bud would fal! 
off ; and there can certainly no fibres 
be fent from the root to feed a bud, 
which nature had not placed there. 
Nothing but experiment could in- 
duce a belief, that a bud, thus fitu- 
ated, would grow, become 2 tree, 
bloffom, and bear fruit. Let us fee 
how buds grow in the fituation af- 
figned them by nature. 

The largenefs of the bud, and th. 
freedom with which it fhoots, ren- 
ders the peach-tree a proper fubject 
of thisenquiry. Early in the fprice, 
when the bud firft begins to fweii, 
we fhall find one or more fibres 
fhooting from it downward. Thef> 
fibres are fo large, below the bud, as 
apparently to fwell the bark, and, on 
removing the bark, the fibres may ie 
plainly feen by the nakedeye. Who- 
ever carefully examines this fact, 
vw iil fearcely doubt that this 1s really 
the manner in which buds begin to 
grow. I[noculations having the famé 
power of fending out fibres from 
themfelves as buds, in their natural 
fituations, need no nourifhment froin 
the ftock on which they are fixed ; but 
it becomes the quettion, from whence 
is their nourifhment derived ? 

A curious yellow carnation, pre- 
fented to a gentleman at Lancaiter, 
in the year 1778, being tranfplanted 
very early in the fpring, and the 
weather proving cold, he was oblig- 
ed to take it into the houfe, and 
keep it inarcom where fire was kept. 
Notwithftanding his utmofi care in 
keeping the earth well watered, the 
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foft, and refted on the earth, and the 
plant fhewed every fymptom of ap- 
proaching death. In this ftate, hav- 
ing bended twigs over the pot, he 
wet a thick tow-cloth, and threw 
over the plant, which formed a moift 
atmofphere round it. In a few 
hours the leaves became ere¢t, and 
elattic, and within three days the 
whole plant ailuimed the afpect of 
perfect health. The roots had a fup- 
ply of moiflure, but it did not grow : 
the leaves were fupplied, aud the 
plant infantly flourithed. 
( To be continued ). 


“ S] =>""¢>* 
Notes on farming, by the han. C. _ of 


HE fuccefs of farming depends 
principally on the collscting 
manure, on a proper change of crops, 
and on gocd tillage, or plough- 
ing the ground properly, and keep- 
ing it clean, on the choice and 
management of ftock, and on the 
care of the orchard and its produce. 
On thefe feveral articles, I fhal! make 
fome notes, which are chiefly collect- 
ed from mr. Young’s farmer’s tour 
through England, published in 1771. 
1. Means for collecting manure, and 
management of a farm-yard, 

Let the farm-yard be made tole- 
rably large ; around it let there be 
fheds to fheltcr the cattle. The yard 
fhould be level, or rather hollow in 
the middle, that the ooze may not 
run off. Into this yard throw all 
our ftraw, which is not ufed for 
hedding. But as this will not be 
fufficient, it will be well to mow 
ftubble, which is cut, high, and cart 
it into the yard. All the rubbith 
and weeds in the lanes, &c. which 
fhould be cut while green and before 
they go to feed, fhould likewife be 
carted in. But above all, rake toge- 
ther the leaves in the woods, which 
imay be loaded into carts with large 
bafkets, and carry them into the 


yard, Thefe being fpread over the 


yard, will, by the cattle treading on 
them, and receiving their dung and 
urine all winter, be converted into 
as rich a manure as any in the 
world, 

When cattle are houfed, they 
fhould be bedded every night with 
{traw or leaves up to their bellies. 
This coatributes to their health, and 
increafes the dung. Let their ftalls 
be cleaned out once a week ; the heat 
of their bodies lying on the litter 
for that time, will begin and _pro- 
mote a fermentation, by which it 
will be reduced to good manure. By 
this mean, for every horfe or cow 
kept in the ftable during the winter, 
you may make at leaft fifteen or fix- 
teen large loads of dung. ‘This dung 
fhould, in the fpring, be carted out 
to a ftercorary, which fhould be pre- 
paredin the following manner. Firit 
fpread a layer of earth (the cleanf- 
ing of ditches, or earth fcraped up 
from the furface of the ground will 
anfwer for this): then throw on a 
thick layer of dung, and then a 
Jayer of earth, and {fo alternately a 
layer of dung and earth, but fo that 
the quantity of earth fhall not exceed 
one half the quantity of dung. By 
this means you will have twenty- 
three or twenty-four large loads of 
good manure for every beaft, and 
this laid on in the fall will be a good 
drefing for an acre of land, 

In making the ftercorary, the carts 
fhould not drive on the heap, as this 
would prefs it too much, and prevent 
the fermentation, which is neceffary 
to render it good compoft. ‘The 
loads may be fhot down by the heap, 


and thrown on with fhovels, &c. 


Great care fhould be taken to pre- 
ferve the urine and ooze from the 
yard and ftercorary. For this pur- 
pofe, fome careful farmers fink wells, 
the bottoms and fides of which are 
well clayed. ‘To thefe the ooze is 


conducted, and when they are full, 
fome pump it up and throw it back 
wpon the heap ; others cart it out and 
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fprinkle it over the grafs. This laft 
js faid to be an excellent practice. 

‘There is another practice which 
turns to great account, as well for 
increafing the quantity of manure, 
as for feeding horfes and cattle in 
the cheapeft manner. Let a field of 
red clover be fowed near the farm- 
yard ; in the fecond year after it is 
fown, it will be fit for cutting by the 
fecond week in May. Let vour 
horfes and cattle be then kept in the 
yard, and clover cut and-given to 
them in the ftable, or in racizs. It 
has been found by experience, that 
feven acres of clover will feed twen- 
ty horfes, feven cows, five calves, 
and as many pigs, for feventeen 
weeks. Suppofe the rate of keep- 
ing to be as follows : 
20 horfes, 17 weeks, at 

zs. 6d. per week, 
7 cows, 17 weeks, at 


2s. od. ditto, 1417 6 
5 calves and 5 pigs, at 
1s. 6d. ditto, 6 76 


The amount will be, £.63 15 0 
which is gl. zs. 1d. per aere. Be- 
fides this, the quantity of dung is 
immenfe where there is litter at com- 
mand ; and this is always the cafe 
where leaves can be gathered from 
the woods ; for cattle fed on green 
food, make much more urine tn the 
fummer. It has been eftimated, that 
four or five hundred loads of good 
dung may be made in the time men- 
tioned, from the above horfes and 
cattle. ‘This, mixed with earth as 
before directed, will produce upwards 
of fix hundred loads of manure, 
which would be a pretty good drefi- 
ing tor thirty acres of Jand. 

{tis to be obferved, that a careful 
farmer fulfers nothing to go to waite ; 
and therefore all the urine and offals 
from the houfe, and all the ordure 
from the neceilary, are carried and 
thrown upon the itercorary or farm- 
yard. 

In preparing a place for the fer- 


corary, it may not be amifs firft to 
dig out the earth about two or three 
feet deep. In that cafe the bottom 
fhould be well rammed and claved, ta 
prevent the ooze from finking into 
the earth. The earth that is dug our, 
it of aloomy quality, or fandy mix- 
ed with loom, will ferve to mix with 
the dung ; fo that the labour of dig- 
ging the pit will not be lott. 

In order to mix the earth and dang 
well together, the ftercorary fhould 
be turned at leaft once in the fum- 
mer. For this purpofe, a {mall fpace 
fhould be left at one end; then, be- 
ginning at that end, throw an equal 
{pace of the compolt froin top to bor- 
tom into that empty fpace, and fo 
proceed till the whole is well turned 
and mixed, The ftercorary fhould 
be kept moiit, but not too wet, for 
though a moderate degree of moifture 
promotes fermentation and putrefac- 
tion, yet too great a degree will pre- 
vent them. <As our fummer fun is 
yery warm, and exhales too much 
of the mouture, it will be well to 
cover the ftercorary with hurdles of 
leaty branches, or a thatched cover 
may be made over it, 

2. The change and courfe of crepe. 

It is a common opinion and prac- 
tice of this country, that land thould 
yield a crop once in three years : this 
furely is bad farming, and what no- 
thing but the great quantity of land 
could warrant. In England, and 
throughout Kurope, and indeed in 
all the old fettled countries, where 
Jand is fearce and rents high, it is 
abfolutely necetlary that a crep of 
fome fort be raifed from the ground 
every year. And experience has 
evinced that land will bear this, and 
that the goodnefs of the crop depends 
upon culture and manure, and a pro- 
per change of feeds, For though 
good land is of great importance, yct 
the {kill and induttry of the farmer, 
will, in a great degree, compenfate 
for the want of goodnefs in the foil 
in its natural ftate: and it is found, 
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that by proper management, lands 
Wilic.l Are Matusaily » or, h ive been 
i Quyie £0 yield crops nearly as great 
25 rich lands, and much greater than 
rit lands ill managed. ‘The man, 
therefore, to whofe lot it has failen 
10 poflefs lands natu 


ae een a A 

! ally poor, fh id 
not be difcouraged, bui rather {imu 
oo. . i aye. ’ , 
lated to exert his abslities, and thew 


his fill in meliorating nature. 


A fucceffion of the fame fort of 


1 } i. 
crops will fy eedily exhault the 
} 


rad, Ror this reafon the 
farmer changes his crops al:noit every 
year. ‘The fucceffion mo approved, 
aad which ts praétifed to great ad- 
vantage in Norf Mk, one of the bett 
farming counties in England, is, 
1 Turni PS, 
2 Barley, with cloverfecd, 
3 C) VCT, 
Wheat. 
Then turnips, &e.i in face re ee 
Some have had the third 1 fourth 
, and the fitth wheat. 


« iy be ~ »4 oy fin 
snore courte, which they find 


Voar c.orver 


I ‘bu vs, 
> } : 
3 Clover, two years, 


L 

Buck wheat, 
Wheat ; then turnips, &c. again. 
hey plough four or tive times for 
turnips, beginning in the fall. After 
the pl ughing t! e leave the ground 


uaharrowed to re cive the benefit oO! 
the winter frofis. Th y plough 1 if 
A2ain in the tpring, and having firft 
Jai on the manure, then the ' plough 
and harrow it again in May, ain 
o; ‘ it the lait ! ne 1% ! 
r > >* s 
mv an june, when the {ced is fown 
; ut on their manur } t he 
fore the lat ploughing. With refpest 
to thi experie wiil be the het 
director. The turni; fiould be 
fown in rows, or the feed drilled in 
with a dull plough. The ternips, 
le growing, thould be hoed t c, 
or pl ugned | ren tie fF s 
. 3 fr potatoes, a 1) } j 


The crop is fed off by cattle and 
theep. Some feed them off as they 
grow, confining the cattle and fi 
by he-dles to an acre; when that is 
eater up, re noving the hurdles and 
taking tn another acre, tijl the whole 
1s fea on. Crhers purtue the jo 
a method. ‘They firit feed one 

¢, fuppo fe an acre, by running a 
ro w of hurdle sacrofs the fieid ; the 
Le fore che y move the hur les, tiey 
draw another acre, and cart them tor 


fo on throughout the held, always 
. ‘ 5 
carting tie crop from toe land wie 
r grows, to the part lart cleared. If 
. produce is la ge, and cattle are 
erate in, they fporl as mach as they 
eat; but whene irnips are laid clear 
above the foil, and the earth partly 
thaken off, they eat them up clean. 
For barley, they commonly ploug 
hree times, but fome four times; 


’ ’ 
he fall, leaving the laf 


nent of the winter frofts; the other 


ings tity gi e 


( yuphing unharrowed to receive the 
In the Winter or {prin 


. g- 
as our winters are generauy tevere, 
t! ce, Or even two plouglungs, will 
do ; one or two tn the fall, and one 
in the fring. "They fow four buthels 
{nme els nd o 
of feed to the acre, and get from 
thirtv-two to forty bufhels in return. 
y his feems a large quant ty of fer 4 ; 


, . ‘ ‘ 
however, cxpericnce will thew, whe- 


. ’ ‘ 

ther the quantity commonly fown in 
this country, which is uflvally not 
more t' i tw ' } els, or tiat fown 
in Nortoik, is bef. And for this 
purpofe, it willbe well to try differ- 
ent quantities on the fame ficld, and 
note the difference, and then folivw 
t tw ih } fwers bel?. 

After ty riey is fown and har 
rowed, thev t fow the clover feed, 
cient or ten t Ms of feed to the 

a 11 rol] the ground with 

a laroe woo ler, hy preles 
theft i ; the cled In 

1 co f forme cfer tow . 
lover tu? the bar sol I he ; 


xz < 
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molt proper wood 15 ¢ 


g acorns, of which they 

wit trees, one of whi \ Wii 
r hve kettles, or about twelve and 
lf bathels of pot athes, the quan 
requifite for making 1 wt. 
firkt averv cre 
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that of Thar 
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to carry off the fteam. They ufe, 


according to the largenefs of the 
works, three, fix, nine, oc twelve 
pans and boilers, in a work. Sup- 
pofe thev work only two iron pots 
and a brafs boiler, they begin by (l- 
Jing one pan and the boiler with lie, 
and then making fire: in proportion 
as the lie evaporates and diminifhes 
in the iron pan, it is fupplied from 
the brafs boiler, which 1s fapplied 
with cold lie. When the firft pot is 
boiled ten or eleven hours, they fill 
the fecond, and fupply it continually 
from the boiler in the fame manner 
as the firit was: the firit pan is ftill 
fapplied with boiling lie from the 
boiler ‘till the phlegm ts entirely 
evaporated: they then ftop putting 
lie to it: but, continuing the fire, 
the mafs becomes thick and hard, 
and is what is called black pot-athes. 
When it is cold, it is cut into pteces 
and taken out, and frefh lie is put 
into the pan, and the operation con- 
tinued as mentioned above. When 
the firft pan is evaporated, the fecond 
is only half evaporated ; fo the work 
is never difcontinued during a week, 
in which time two men, relieving 
one another, make about feventeen 
hundred weight. 

The procets of calcining the black 
pot-athes, rendering them of a fine 
whitith blue colour, and able to ftand 
the weather without running into a 
liquid, is performed in an oblong 
kind of a furnace, in the midit of 
which there is a hearth fomewhat 
raifed with a border of bricks to pre- 
vent the pot-afhes from falling into 
the fire during calcination. The fire 
is made on each fide of the hearth: 
there is a door to the hearth, through 
which the blaek pot-athes are put in- 
to the furnace, 2nd a door on each 
fide of it to put in wood to the fire: 
the furnace is arched over, and there 
are three holes in the front part, to 
give vent to the fmoke and vapours. 


Method of making pot-afbes. 


The proportion is as follows: The 
length of the furnace fifteen feet; 
the breadth twelveand a half feet, in. 
cluding the hearth and fire places; 
viz. the hearth eight and a half feet; 
the two fire places four feet; the 
height of the arch, from the hearth, 
three feet, all within the walls, 
When a fufficient quantity of black 
pot-athes are ready, they begin to 
calciac, and make it a rule never to! 
let the furnace cool, till they have 
finifhed the whole. The black pot. 
afhes are broke into lumps the fize of 
a man’s fit, and fpread upon the 
hearth, atter which the iron door js 
fhut, and a gentle fire is made, and 
care taken to hinder the athes from 
running and viwifying, which a 
ftrong ben would occation. When 
they grow red hot, they are ftirred 
with an iron rake that they may cal- 
cine equally: when they begin to 
whiten, the flames become bright, 
and the fire is increafed to the great. 
eft degree, When they want to 
know if they are enough calcined, 
they take a lump out, and if is white 
in the infide, they are done. The 
door of the hearth is always kept 
fhut, except when they are ftirring 
the pot-afhes : and in order to ob- 
ferve the progrefs of the calcination, 
they have a {mall hole in the iron 
door of the hearth to look in at. 
When the calcination is finifhed, 
they rake out the pot-athes upon a 
pavement before the furnace: they 
are packed up in caiks of fifteen to 
feventeen hundred weight. Wher 
the furnace has cooled a little, they 
put in more pot-athes to calcine, and 
by relieving the workmen, continue 
calcining ‘till all the black pot-athes 
are done. Four men and a boy, con- 
{tantly employed, make about forty 
to forty-two tons of calcined pot- 
afhes in a year, all the operations 
included, if the work ts carried on, 
and rightly underftood. 
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3: The 
en feet: 
‘feet, in. houghts on the cultmre of hemt.— 
places ; Publifhed by order of the Boftan 
alf feet. committee fir pramoling Ugricmd. ure. 
et; the 
> hearth, MN the remote part of the Ruffian 
> walls, empire, the facmec doth afford his 
oF black emp at fo cheap a rate, as to allow 
egin toms a ‘tranfportation of many hundred 
never tol™miles by land, to Riga, Peterf- 
haye burgh, Archangel, and other ports, 
ack pot. ind from thence, (after duties and 
e fize of Mpther charges paid) fome hundred 
pon theMMeagues to the fouthern parts of 
door is Jurope ; ; and with an addition of 
ide, and harge, from thence, of not lefs than 
es fromMMi000 leagues, to America. This 
vhich afMbeinig duly confidered by the Ameri- 
When fiican farmers, who are generally upon 
e ftirred Ha much better foil, and in a much hap- 
nay cal-@¥pier climate, will be a means of con- 
egin toM/vincing them, that notwithitanding 
bright, @the fuppofed difference in the price 
e great- Mor labour, they may produce hemp 
vant to—mwith profit, fince it may be tranfport- 
‘alcined, Med to market with a light charge, 
is white MM free of duty, and vendible for cath, 
e. Theat more than feven times the price it 
ys kept# cot at the place of its growth in 
firring MM Ruffia. Should it be faid, the Ruffian 
r to ob- MM farmer gets but little for his labour, 
ination, MM vet it is tobe prefumed the Ameri- 
the iron can muit grow rich by his; and it 
; in at. MM isexpected with good reafon, that a 
finithed, MM few years experience will convince 
upon am him thereof. 
e: they The moft proper time for fowing 
fteen to the feed cannot be fixed, as not only 
Wher the climate, but even the fituation of 
le, they MM the land, wherein it is to be fowed, 
ine, and isto be confidered—whether it be 
continue ma high and warm land, or more low, 
vot-athesiM and expofed to wet, if fowed too ear- 
OY, COn-M ly: fome hemp-growers in Maffachu- 
ut forty RM fetts have, for the moft part, fowed 
ed pot-MF about the fame time they planted 
erationsm® their Indian corn ; others are of opi- 
‘ried on, 


non, that as early in the {pring, a3 
the ground can be got ready, is 
mot advifeable ; and this will be 
much earlier in fome of the flates 
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t2an in others. 
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growth, and may feafonably arrive 

t maturity, though not fowed till 
the middle of May. But however 
the farmer may judge as to the fea- 
fon, let him be very cautious as to 
the goodnets of the feed: an impof- 
tion mutt render fruitlefs the labour 
of the year. He is therefore to chufe 
fuch feed (of the lait year’s growih 
only) as appears frech, firm, and 
bright, to be ‘proved by rubbing it 
between | his hands ; if it futer this 
without breaking, andis made much 
brighter, it may be cahed gous ; but 
if it be broken and te duily by 
rubbing, it mat be judged unfit for 
the farmer’s uf&. Of good (ced, the 
quantity to be ufed is according ta 
the method ufed in fowing it. In 
the drill hufbandry method. (which 
the experience of fome foreign coun 
tries, a few years fince practi “d up- 
on in Great Britain, and of late in 
America, has proved to be the beft 
for raifing of hemp, and therefore 
deferves the attention of every farm- 
er) one bufhel and an half of feed to 
an acre is fuficient : in the com- 
mon hufbandry, not lefs than three 
buthels are ufually fowed ; and fome- 
times more, according to the rich- 
nefs or poverty of the foil. In fow- 
ing, great care and judgmeat th ould 
be uled, hat it be not fowed toa 
thick nor too thin ; by the one, = 
crop will be hurt by i its lodging ; by 
the other, the bunn or ftraw will in- 
creafe, and the hearle or coat be toe 
thin. 

The preparati on of the foil in the 
drill way of fowing hemp-feed is the 
fame as in the common way. ‘The 
feed mut be planted in double rows, 
with ten or twelve inches yvart.tions, 
and with intervals,for the hoe-piough, 

rom three to four teet broad, as the 
foil may be more or lets rich ; the 
richer the foil, the narrower may be 
the intervals. ‘The feed mut 
m0 and covered very thallow, 
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43 Nisde of breaking feers.—Methad of making fecl, 


lefs in very light foils, in which it 
may grow at one inch depth. This 
is recommended as the method of 
cultivating hemp to the greaze(t ad- 
vantage, for it fupplies the plants 
with treth nourifhment daring their 
growth, and the filling the ftalxs, and 
the goodnefs of the coat depends 
much upon fuch fupplies, which it 
cannot have in the common way. A 
plant raifed in this method is often 
worth four plants raised in the other. 
If hemp produced in the common 
way will yield rhe farmer fuch a profit 
as he is fausfed with, in the drill 
plough method, he may expect to 
grow rich. 


PPS 


Made of breaking Aeers ta the drafiin a 
few days. 


ET the farmer carefully yoke 

his {teers in a clofe vard or tla- 
ble, and not move them till they get 
fufficiently accuftomed to the yoke, 
fo that they willeat their food, when 
yoked ; which wil be in the courfe 
of a day. Let them again be yoked 
the fecond day, and a pair of gentle 
horfes or oxen be taitened beiore 
them, in which ftation let them 
ftand, until they become familiar 
with fatd hories or oxen, which will 
generally be effected in one day, ex- 
cepting the fteers thould be uncom- 
monly wild, which will occafion a 
fecond day’s practice, after the fame 
manner; and the next day, the fleers 
may be yoked, the horfes or oxen 
put before them as ufual, and let 
them be faftened to a wagon or any 
other carriage ; they fearing the car- 
riage behind them, and being accuf- 
tomed to the old oxen belore, they 
will proceed forward without being 
whipped or bruifed. By the above 
procefs the farmer will never fail oi 
fuccefs in having good working ox- 
én. 

A FARMER. 
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Method of waking freel. 
TEE may be made by fufion o 


\J cementation ; for the latter war. 


choofe the beft forged iron, or thy 
which is moft malleable, and imprey. 
nate it with a large portion of inflam. 
mabie matter. Firit forge your iroy 
into {mall bars ; then take one part of 
powdered charcoal, and half a par 
of wood afhes, and mix them tog: 
ther ; or take two parts of charcoal, 
moderately powdered, one part of 
bones, horns, hair, or {kins of ani. 
mals, burnt in aclofe kettle to black. 
nets, powder them with half as muc 
wood afhes in weight, and mix them 
together ; then let a cylindrical veil 
be conftruéted with fire brick, like ; 
very Jarge crucible, and place th 
bars of iron therein, in a perpendicu. 
lar pofition ; firft having ftrewed the 
bottom over with the cementing mi- 
terials an inch thick ; then let the 
bars be placed an inch apart, and an 
inch from the fides of the crucibl:; 
fill up the interftices with the ce. 
menting mixture, two inches abo 
the ends of the bars of iron ; then 
cover the crucible with a lid tit 
will ftand fire, and lute it on with 
clay and fand ; then kindle up 1 
{mart fire, and keep the crucible red 
hot for eight or ten hours. This 
will convert the irom into ftecl. 

To temper the fleel, give ita red 
hot heat, then plunge it fuddenly in- 
to clean cold water. ‘This changes 
the quality of the iteel in an initant, 
from being a very ductile and fott, 
into a hard and ftiff fub‘tance, fo 
that the file will not cut it. The 
hotter the fteel, and the colder the 
water into which the fteel is plunged, 
the harder the fteel will be. ‘The 
fame ftee! that has juft been temper- 
ed, may be untempered by heating i, 
and letting it cool moderately. 

Various mixtures are ufed for tem- 
pering iteel, fuch as fuet, oil, urine, 
water impregnated with foot, with 
fal ammoniac, and other falts. 
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Steel may be turned into iron by 
cementing it with calcareous earths, 
and quick-lime. 


1 SPS 
A recipe for an infolvent debtor, 


HE man who withes to obtain 
this honourable redemption 
from the troublefome obligations of 
law and confcience, in a to 
the ruling fpirit of the day, would 
do well in the firlt inftance, to take 
fafe counfel on the fubjeét. It is not 
neceflary, I prefume, to go to gen- 
tlemen learned in the law. He had 
better go to fome of his experienced 
neighbours—they can teach him bet- 
ter than f{cience can, the complicated 
ftruggles of grace and nature, which 
colour the hittory of the bufinefs, and 
efpecially the feveral proceiles which 
are requifite in the working of 
this political falvation. He mutt 
then caft about to fee how he can 
moft fafely difpofe of his lands and 
chattles. His family are the fittei, 
and the moft natural objets of his 
gifts. . He can befides have more 
confidence in them than in ftrangers, 
that after the tranfactions are over, 
they will return what he has given 
them—a fmall and perhaps the moit 
miferable remnant of his eltate, I 
would advife him to referve for his 
creditors. It will at leaft fave ap- 
pearances ; and appearances (even 
thofe which are pretty thin too) are 
all that are required by the fafhiona- 
ble habits of the times. He mutt 
then contract large debts to his fami- 
ly, revive old continental tranfac- 
tions, and give generous bonds for 
the payment of the immenfe fums 
which his fons and daughters or pa- 
rents and kinfmen had lent him in 
the days of his profperity. If un- 
luckily he has no Bch connexions, he 
mult then hunt up neighbours and 
ftrangers on whom he can beftow 
his obligations; I would advife him 
Vol. IIL No. I. 


A recipe for an infolvent debtor. 49 


to be vety careful that his new con- 
tracts exceed three fourths of all his 
former, and for fear that his memo- 
ry may not ferve him with accuracy, 
he had better err on the fafe fide, and 
extend his new contra¢ts beyond all 
poflible bounds of miftake. It is a 
good maxim to do bufinefs tho- 
roughly, when we undertake it, and 
though fome patriots are for dying 
in the laft ditch, it is certainly better 
not to perifh at all. The moft ma- 
terial point remains, and that is the 
{wearing part of the bufinefs. It 
ought therefore to be the great object 
and ftudy of the infolvent. He mutt 
keep his confcience in perfect fubor- 
dination, orhe will aifuredly fail. 
He fhould read the compofitions of 
the jefuits, he fhould court the in- 
toxication and pleafure, he fhould 
fummon up the magnanimity of a 
finner, and by fuch wholefome 
ways and means, endeavour to ftifle 
and fubdue the laft gafp and ftruggles 
of mortal fenfation. 

The {wearing part of the comedy 
I truft will therefore be found on ex- 
periment to be the eafieft of the 
whole. If a man gives all, his pro- 
perty away, he then can fafely {wear 
he has none ; and that his inventory is 
juft. If he gives a well drawn bond 
to another, that mancanas fafely {wear 
that he has owing to hima bona fide 
debt. It is owing according to the 
forms of the law, and the bond, it is 
clear, was bona fide given for the pur- 
pofe it was intended ; he may further 
confider that even an oath is nothing 
in our days, but the form of law, 
whatever it might have been in the 
days of our fuperftitious anceftors, or 
whatever it might have been in the 
days of the old pagan Romans, who 
were weak enough to cultivate a re- 
verence for an oath, as the furett 
pledge of civil obedience and of mi- 
litary difcipline. 

The legiflatures of our wifer days 
have multiplied oaths till they have 
deftroyed their efficacy, andhave in 
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§° Letter on marriage. 


faét only required a certain fet of 
words to be uttered before a certain 
magiftrate, in order to make valid a 
certain fpecies of bargains. ‘Thefe 
bargains we all know are intended to 
keep property in families, and pre- 
vent the rude interpofition of credi- 
tors. If then the infolvent and his 
new aflociates comply with that 
form, they anfwer the law, and in- 
deed their confciences too, for St. 
Paul inculcates obedience to the 
civil powers as the primary duty of 
the fubje&. 

The infolvent is now by this time 
ripe for his difcharge, and to that 
end he muft be careful to notify the 
public through the channel of the 
newfpaper, of the time and place of 
his difcharge. He then attends and 
receives from the venerable hand of 
juftice, the pardon of his paft follies, 
deliverance from the hands of his 
enemies, and an open entrance into 
the bright profpetts of peace and 
lenis, in the enjoyment of that 

roperty which hce is to receive fhort- 
y from the unexampled generofity of 
his friends. If thefe dire€tions are 
carefully attended to; and a little 
more time and experience added to 
the falutary practice, we may fhortly 
expect to fee every man able to con- 
du& this bufinefs for himfelf; and, 
whenever he finds it convenient, to 
rid himfelf at once of all his debts 
as well as all the other obligations of 


law and gofpel. 
9 SSE — --0-- 
From the American Magazine. 
Letter on marriage. 
To the editor. 
F IVE years have elapfed, fince 
I was enrolled in the lift of 
married men; and although very 


fortunate in my connettion, and ex- 
tremely happy, yet I flatter myfelf 


I have refle&tion enough to attend 
to all the inconveniencies, as well 
as the pleafures of the married life. 
I am confident therefore that the fol- 
lowing remarks do not a from 
the impulfe of a blind paffion, but 
from a difpaffionate view of faéts. 

I fhall but repeat a hackneyed 
obfervation, when I fay that loxury 
tends to difcourage early marriages; 
but the application of this remark to 
our own country, may be ufeful te 
the young of both fexes. 

It hating the misfortune of the 
united ftates, that a paflion for ex- 
penfive living has increafed fatter 
than the means of fupporting it. 
The people of any country fhould 
live in bch a ftyle, that they can 
in the ordinary courfe of bufinefs, 
fupport themfelves in this ftyle, and 
make a clear faving of proffts. If 
men in general, cannot, with ordi- 
nary application and economy, 
maintain themfelves and families 
in the cuftomary ftyle of living, 
and make clear profit, either the 
balance of trade muft be much a- 
gainft that country, or the manners 
of its inhabitants too expenfive. 
Perhaps both are true of thefe ftates. 
That the balance of trade is againft 
us, is certain ; and if our bufinefs will 
not fupport the cuftomary expences 
of living, and leave a profit, our 
manners fhould be reduced within 
narrower limits. The bufinefs of 
every country fhould regulate the 
manners of its inhabitants : The 
practice of borrowing the manners of 
other nations, is as abfurd as to 
tranfplant "the orange tree into Ca- 
nada. 

That we are too rapid in our ad- 
vances to refinement in living, is 
unqueftionably true. We labour 
hard to imitate the fafhions of the 
richeft commercial nation in Europe, 
while our bufinefs is clogged with 
more embarraffments, than the trade 
of any free nation on earth. Our 
pride obliges us to load ourfelves with 
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a thoufand expenfive and unneceffary 
articles, which ferve as badges of 
{plendid poverty. 

Although I regret that this is the 
prevailing taite of my countrymen, | 
Jament ftill more the unhappy effeéts 
of it in multiplying the number of 
bachelors and maids; yet I cannot 
juftify all the fears of my male 
friends, who are deterred from en- 
gaging in matrimony by the difficul- 
ty of gaining a genteel fubfiftence. 
The — of a family is contide- 
rable; but fo is the expenge of a fin- 
gle life; and notwithitanding there 
are many ladies, who would help to 
fguander away the hard-earned pro- 
fits of induftry, yet there are many, 
too, who would affift in preferving 
them, and in accumulating an eftate. 

It isa juft remark, that it is more 
difficult to keep money than to earn 
it: and whatever be the caufe, few 
bachelors ever acquire the art of 
keeping, or a@conomifing the profits 
of their labour; and hence the vul- 
gat remark that bachelors feldom 
get rich. A fingle man, afide of 
heavy expences and contingencics, 
mutt neceffarily pay a thoufand finall 
fums in the courfe of a year, which 
would be faved in a family. A wo- 
man of any underftanding will al- 
ways contraét her expences, within 
her hufband’s income, provided fhe 
knows what that income is. I have 
no doubt many men deceive their 
wives in this article, and v gn they 
fall in arrears, lay all the viame to 
their extravagance, Such a conduct 
is equally mean and criminal. 

For my own part, I once indulg- 
ed the fame apprehenfions of the 
sxpenfivenefs of a married life, and 
doabted my abilities to fupport it. 
But in the fafcination of love, I ven- 
tured to try the experiment, and 
have yet no caufe to repent of my 
rafhnefs, Either I earn more money 
by a more diligent attention to bu- 
fnefs, or I fpend lefs in ufelefs 
amufements, or my partner is a bet- 
































































































































































DireZions to condu& a newpaper difdute. st 


ter ceconomift, than 1 was when a ba- 
chelor. Whatever may be the rea- 
fon, I find fubfiftence as eafy as be- 
fore; and I flatter myfelf have added 
to the fum of focial felicity. 

The merit of the American ladies 
is univerfally acknowledged—and 
all objections to matrimony, arifing 
from an apprehenfion of the expence, 
will be removed as foon as a man is 
heartily inlove. I recommend to all 
young men to be induitrious, and to 
all a years of age, to run the 
hazard of being as happy, as your 
humble fervanr, 

PHILANDER. 


New York, December 17, 1787. 
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Direfims to condu a newfpaper dif- 
pute, according to the myft approved 
method now in pra&ice, 


Articce I, 


UPPLY yourfelf with all politi- 

cal, polemical, controverfial, and 

hypercritical authors, and arrange 
them before you, 

II. If you quote any of thefe ay- 
thors, be fure to omit the fign of 
quotation, It will then carry all the 
marks of originality. 

Ill. If you infert the fign of quo- 
tation, at the bottom of the paflage 
quoted, write in Italics :—according 
to the bef? of my recolle@ion ;—and 
as your recolleétion cannot be fuppof- 
ed infallible, you may, with a good 
face, (by changing an affirmative 
into a negative term, and vice verfi:) 
pervert the fenfe of the author in fa- 
vour of your argument. Thus, truth 
becomes a lie by prefixing the littk 
negative ww, and in athoufand other 
ways, as may eafily te learned by 
Jooking into the commentaries, and 
mifcellaneous productions of the 
great cif-atlantic Blackitone. 

IV. Authors generally write in a 
train, and one argument fupports an- 
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other like the links of a chain: 
now, in quotation, you may eafily 
turn any author to your ufe, if you 
are careful to take out a link without 
the one which fupports it, and here 
too, never trouble yourfelf with 
{mall words, for I will warrant you, 
no one will give himfelf the pain to 
follow you to the pafiage quoted. 

V. If your picce is of a public na- 
ture, interefting to each fex, and e- 
very denomination, place at the top 
a long frontifpiece in Latin; but 
be fure not to tranflate it, for as it 
itands, there are many hidden truths 
in it. 

VI. Surcharge your piece well 
with the names of Coke, Sydney, 
Locke, Hale, and Blackftone ; talk 
of Lycurgus, Solon, and Draco, as 
though you had been their contempe- 
taries : let all your comparifons, fi- 
milics and allegories be fublime, and 
on an extenfive fcale, Comparifons 
from the planetary and philofophi- 
cal world, when applied to common 
life, have a moft happy elucidation ; 
they not only difcover your learning, 
but are beft fuited to vulgar capaci- 
ty ; for thofe who cannot underttand, 
will adore the incomprehenfibility of 
your genius. 

VII. If you find yourfelf grow- 
ing obfcure, thruft in a laconic fen- 
tence from the claflics ; nothing elu- 
cidates likeit. At the conclufion, 
do not difgrace your piece with a 
fignature in any modern language ; 
Jet it reft on a Grecian or Roman 
pillar ; an Arittides, Epaminondas, 
Lycurgus, Salon, Hortenfius, Sempro- 
nius, or Brutus. 

VIL. If your difpute is of a pri- 
vate or perfonal nature, throw no 
daggers in the dark ; it is Indianith. 
The innocent and unconcerned, by 
thefe means, may fall a victim to your 
envenomed arrows. Make no prof- 
fers of private fettlement ; this be- 
longs to your antagonift ; but bring 
him to a public tribunal. Here the 
merit of your difpute will depend on 


s2 DireGions to condud a newfpaper difpute. 


the authority of your evidence, when 
the dead are fometimes called forh 
to aflert : but there are certain law 
eftablifhed to conduct a private dif. 
pute. 

IX. Arrange your bo aks as direé- 
ed in article firft. Now, as you are 
not to quote a whole paragraph, but 
a fentence here and there, Jet them 
be diffufive authors, all treatifes on 
the paffions, and above ail, the new?- 

apers ; here you will find an inex. 
Pee aible fund for flander and defa- 
mation, which you know is to per. 
vade your whole piece. 

X. Mingle in your ink three 
quarters gall: this being analogous 
to your inind, muft act in concert 
with it, and prove a moft potent 
ally. 

XI. Read over one of the pieces 
of your antagonift, no matter which, 
for you are not to anfwer any, but 
to rail, defame, and vilify. Befides, 
were you totry to trace his argy- 
ments, your paffions might cool, and 
fo lofe the whole life and fupport of 
“Our piece. 

XI. Above, in. capitals, place 
your ——" name ; at the be- 
ginning of avery fentence, turn your 
eye upon it ; this will fuggeft proper 
ideas, and rancour will flow through 
the whole. 

XT. After you have finifhed your 
piece, and found it the dictates of 
paffion, flander, and revenge, you 
will feel pleafing emotions, and thea 
you may venture to write your intro- 
duétion. In this affert, that the hes 
and mifreprefentations of your an 
tagonift, have moved you to be um 
partial, and perhaps rigidly fevere. 

f you have ever difcovered any marks 
of benevolence, generofity, or public 
fpirit, do not orget to menuoa 
them ; they will prepare your readen 
to fwallow the whole gorge, and keep 
it down till they have read your am 
tagonitt. 

Ostober 8, 1787. 
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Some accaunt of the opyTam, ee: 


tn i, 7, 
Rome accome of t ¢ Opeyfum. 


HE human mind, pleafed with 
contemplating the various ope- 
tions and phenomena of nature 
hat perpetvally furround us, is often 
»+ a lofs on which to Ax its attention, 
the animal world opens an immenfe 
svenue to real information and {pe- 
lative enquiry, not only with ref- 
pect to the ftroéture and a 
that generally prevails, but the di- 
verity we obferve in partic ular ipe- 
cies. - 
Nothing has more efpecially en 
gazed the attention of the learne 1, 
than the peculiarities of the »pyfam. 
The anatomy of this animal ts nor 
only generally unknown ina country 
of which it is a native, but very chi- 
merical ideas have been formed, ref- 
pecting the adhefion of the fetus in 
avery carly ftate to the mamma. 
Many, from foperiicial infpedtion, 
have been induced to believe the ufval 
generative organs in this fpecies are 
either deficient, or, what is more ab- 
furd, entirely unneceffary : but from 
difleétion we find thar nature has been 
uncommonly provident in this in- 
fance. There are a double fet of 
0 iria, two uteri and waging : nd 
the appearance that deceives, is, that 
the time of geitation in this animal is 
t fuficiently long to exclade the 
ing in as perfect a fate as many 
thers, fo that a provifion is made 
for their future increment, and great- 
er fate of perfect on altertheirexclu- 
boa, by an adhefion to the mammex 
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only fubje& to it, with a few ex- 
ceptions of fome above twenty or 
thirty, and a very few old people, 
who died of it. Neither did it 
f{pread equally to all places, that were 
equally expofed to the infection. 
The poorer fort of people were more 
liable to have this difeafe than thofe 
who lived well, with all the conve- 
niencies of life. It has been more 
fatal in the country than in great 
towns. People of a fcorbutic habit 
were moft fubjeét to it, and they who 
fed on pork, or lived on wet and low 
grounds. In fome places, only a few 
perfons or families were feized, 
while, in others, all efcaped. In 
fome families, it pafled like a plague 
through all their children ; in others, 
only one or two were feized with it. 
Some were feized with it at fuch a 
diftance from the infeéted, that it 
could not be conceived in what man- 
ner they could receive the difeafe by 
infe&tion. Some families had the 
difeafe mildly, while others, in the 
fame place, and at the fame time, 
had a moft violent fort. 

Ever fince it came into the part of 
the country where I live (now about 
fourteen vears) it frequently breaks 
out in ditferent families and places, 
without any previous obfervable 
caufe ; but does not fpread as it did 
at firit. Sometimes a few only have 
it in aconfiderable neighbourhood. 
Tt feems as if fome feeds, or leven, or 
fecret caufe remains,wherever it goes: 
for | hear of the like obfervations in 
other parts of the country. Several 
have been obferved to have had it 
more than once. 

The feeds of this diftemper feem 
to be hatching, in the humours of the 
body, before any particular fymp- 
toms of it appear; forchildren have 
been obferved to languifh, for fome 
time, before the difeate manifefted 
itfelf ; and acorrofive humour bred 
jn. their ifues, or in other fores, when 
they had any, and any conftitutional 
ails were fometimes revived. When 


the diftemper becomes obvions, it |.q 
the common fymptoms attending ith that 
fever, except that a naufea, or vomit. {ifual in 0 










ing are feldom obferved to accompa. fave not b 
ny it. It is attended with a moiffiyt have 
putrid heat, the fkin being feldomfiichin an | 
sarched, The pulfe is ufually low, Mind it ha 
a frequent and irregular: th angerous 
countenance dejected, with lownefjf%ck were i 
of fpirits : no confiderable thirft Jie patient 
the tongue much furred, and the jected ar 
furring fometimes extends all overfiMihers is ta 
the tonfils, as far as the eye can reach, lowne!s 
At other times, in the milder kind fhe fourth 
the tonfils appear only {welled, withfiBhe fourte 
white fpecks of about a quarter of fMyen later 
an inch, or half an inch diameter, ption ot 
which are thrown off, from time to fpours is { 
time, in tough cream coloured Mle fympt 
floughs. When thefe come off, the Mot able tc 
tonfils appear deeply pitted and cor.fulfon. | 


uddenly t 
ithout a { 
It was 
natomical 
iat any of 


roded, and the floughs are foon again 
renewed. Sometimes all the parts 
near the gullet or throat, are much 
{welled, both inwardly and outward. 
ly, foas to endanger a fuffocation, 


and frequently mortify : but mol fy affected 
generally the fwelling inwardly is MBs in peri 
not fo much as to make {wallowing Meneral co: 
difficult. Sometimes thefe {welling Munours w 
impofthumate. When ct 

n different years, and different Mat off, aj 
perfons, the fymptoms are various. [great da 
In fome feafons it has been accompa- MRovered w: 
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nied with miliary eruptions ail over 
the fkin: and, at fich times, the 
fymptoms about the throat have been 
mild, and the difeafe generally with- 
out danger, if not ill treated. Some 
have had fores like thofe on the ton- 
fils, with a corrofive humour behind 
their ears, on the private and othet 
parts of the body, lendiaii without 
any ulceration in the throat. 
The laft complaint commonly is of 
an oppreffion or itraitnefs in the upper 
art of the cheft, with difficulty ot 
te and a deep hollow hoarfe 
cough, ending in a livid ftrangled- 
like countenance, which is foon fol- 
Jowed by death. 
This difeafe is not often attended 
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ith that lofs of ftrength that is 
(ual in other fevers; fo that many 
ave not been confined to their beds, 
thave walked about the room till 
ithin an hour or two of their death : 
d it has often appeared no way 
angerous to the attendants, till the 
ck were in the laft agonies ; though 
e patients themfelves are generally 
sjected and apprchenfive, which by 
hers is too often attributed only to 
lownefs of fpirits. Some died on 
efourth or filth day ; others on 
.¢ fourteenth or fifteenth ; fome 
en later ; and fometimes the cor- 













ter, Mption or putrefaction of the hu- 
¢tofmours is fo great before any remark- 
red ole fymptoms appear, that nature 1s 


ot avle to raife a fever for its ex- 
lion. In this cafe, the fick die 
sain Muddenly by a general mortification, 
arty Mithout a fenfible ftruggle. 

ch MM It was not difcovered, by any 
ard- MBnatomical infpection that was made, 
ion, (hat any of the bowels were peculiar- 
nol My affected ; only the lungs appeared 
' is MMs in peripneumonic cafes; but a 
‘ing Meeneral corruption and ftench of the 
ings MBunours were very perceptible. 

When the fores, after the floughs 
rent Bat off, appear of a fiery red, there 
ous. MM great danger ; but when they are 
pa- Bovered with a black cruft, it is a 
vet MBatalomen ; as alfo when hemorrhages 
the Mollow on any flight fcratch. 
ect When this difeafe firft appeared, it 
ith- Fas treated with the ufual evacuati- 
ome Mis in acommon angina, and few 
ton- MBcaped, In many families, who had 
vind (MB great many children, all died ; no 
thet MBlaeue was more deftructive. Ge- 
lout Mimerally when the fick fell into the 
| ands of phyficians not acquainted 
s of ith the peculiar malignity of the 
per MBicale, they mifcarried. 

Of BB However bleeding, or bliftering, 
arfe HBr lenient purgatives, may, on fome 
led- Bkcafions, be of ufein the beginning 
fol- HMB! the difeafe, all fenfible evacuations 

every kind, after the difeafe has 
ded PiBontinued fome time, are deftruétive. 
he confequences of them are, 2 ge- 
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neral tendency in the humours of the 
body to unfurmountable mortificati- 
ons ; fo far, that the orifice made by 
the lancet in bleeding, and the ad- 
jacent parts mortify. So hkewife 
the places where blifters were applied 
mortify ; aad the ichor, which :Mues 
from them, corrodes all the parts on 
which it diitills, and produces morti- 
fications. Mortitfications follow oa 
flight fcratches. So general ah acri- 
mony has been produced in the hu- 
mours aftcr evacuations, that a 
bloody ichor has cuntinued to iffte 
from the body, after death, til the 
corpfe was buried. 

Cold air is always found to be pre- 


* jadicial in the throat-diftemper, either 


by protracting it, or throwing it oa 
the lungs, or on fome other part ne- 
ceffary for life. It has been fregaent- 
ly obferved, that if perfons, feeining- 
ly recovered and freed from all the 
manifet fymptoms of the difeafe, 
went into the cool air, before the 
putrid heat or ferment was quite ex- 
haufted, they had relapfes. All 
kinds of ficfh-meat aad fifth were 
prejudicial ; and fpirituous liquors 
Mi ay quantity, increafed the malig- 
nity flrongly, though, from a mode- 
rate ufe ot them, fome thought they 
found benefit, efpeciaily if they were 
at the fame time kept from the cool 
air. 

As the humours in this difcafe had 
a manifeft tendency to mortifications, 
and the Peruvian bark, about this 
time, had become famous in their 
cure, it was tricd by feveral, but 
without fuccefs. 

The only fuccefsful method of cure 
was firit difcovered by dr. Douglafs 
of Bofton, in the year 1736, and 
publifhed by him; though, in the 
coantry places, very little minded 
afterwards. It was by confining the 
fick to bed, in a moderate warmth, 
fo as to keep up conitantly a fres 
perfpiration, by gentle diaphoretics, 
given from time to time, with warn 
teas, Sage tea was moti commonly 
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ufed. This regimen was to be con- 
tinued, not only till all the fymptoms 
difappeared, but for fome time after- 
wards, guarding carefully againft 
cold, and ufing the diaphoretics 
night and morning. ‘This method I 
found fuccefsful, not only in my own 
family, but with many of my neigh- 
bours. I only ufed the ferpertaria 
as a diaphoretic, and perhaps it may 
be the beft, as it is found to be a 
powerful antifeptic. If the difeafe 
was taken in the beginning, and this 
method purfued, feldom any of the 
terrible Smaoms appeared, and the 
difeafe went through its courfe mild- 
ly. The ufe of the ferpentaria was 
found beneticial, even after the ap- 
pearance of the bad fymptoms, and 
recovered them beyond our hopes. 
But care muft be taken not to give it 
fo as to caufe any fweating, for 
fweating was found to be as prejudi- 
cial as any other fenfible evacuation. 

Dr. Douglafs, by letter, informed 
me that he found well dulcified mer- 
cury of ufe in the throat-diftemper, 
efpecially when joined with camphire. 
He thought that it fupplied the place 
of the miliary eruption, which was 
found fo falutary in this difeaf, 

Though topical remedies fignify 
very little, where the general method 
of cure by perfpiration, 1s neglect- 
ed ; yet they are never omitted, be- 
eaufe there is no fatisfying the pati- 
ents or their relations, without them. 
All greafy or. unctuous applications 
were manifeftly injurious. 

The common gargle was a decoc- 
tion of fumach berries and ferpenta- 
ria, with a Kittle allum diffolved in 
it. It was thought proper to gargle 
before they fwallowed any thing. 

The fores on the tonfils were fre- 
quently touched with the compouud 
tincture of aloes mixed with honey. 

And when the throat was fwelled 
much, and in danger of mortifica- 
tion, fomentations were made with 
the decoétion of the common bitter 
and aromatic herbs, in which fal 


ammoniac, or, borax, or in want 
them, common falt, was diflolye 
and fharp vinegar added. Flann 
cloths, dipped in this, and wruy 
out almoft dry, were applied to th 
fwellings. 

A girl of about ten years of ag 
in my neighbourhood, at the tin 
that the throat-diitemper was frequey 
in thecountry, had fores on her pr 
vate parts, like thofe on the tonfils j 
others, but no fymptom of the dif 
order appeared in her throat: ti 
ichor, which iflued from them ; 
times, dried pp, and then the wa 
feized with violent pains in her tel 
ly, which had continued for for 
time, and which fhe complained of 
when my advice was defired. Io: 
cered her to be confined to her bed 
and to take a large dofe of the fw 
pentaria, which foon gave her caf 
and by continuing the common dia 
phoretic regimen, fhe perfectly rec 
vered, 

It would be impertinent in me ts 
attempt any kind of reafoning with 
you on the nature of this difeafe ; bu 
as I have entertained an opinion of 
the fundamental diftinétion of the & 
veral fpecies of fevers, I gladly e 
brace this opportunity of fubmitting 
it to your judgment and correctiois, 
in hopes that you will favour m: 
with your opinion thereon. I dif 
tinguith the ston of the body in- 
to three different ftages or clatles, 
Firft, that whichcirculates only with 
in the larger ramifications of the 
veins and arteries, and which is pr 
perly called blood. Secondly, that 
which moves flowly in fmaller ram 
fications than thofe in which the red 
globular parts can pafs, and from 
which the fenfible fecretions a 
made. ‘Thirdly, and Jaftly, that ho: 
mour which moves and is contained 
in ftill finer ramifications, and whuci 
is fometimes diftinguifhed by t 
name of lymph. This laft I taxe ta 
be the principal inftrument in the 
vital and vegetable functions of a 
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Thoughts on the mervous fever, 


nimal. I fuppofe that the animal 
od or nourifhment undergoes three 
jiferent concoctions or digeftions, 
ter it has entered the courfe of the 
irculation, in thefe different ramifi- 
tions ; in all which, the humours 
move flowly : That by a fault in any 
me or more of thefe digeitions, dit- 
fes of different kinds are produced, 
hich may be properly diftinguithed 
nd ranked, according to the diffe- 
ent ftages in which thefe humours 
irculace, and where the digellion is 
aulty. a 

I think that the feat of inflamma. 
ory fevers is in the firit ftage, That 
then the feat of the fever is in the 
ond ftage, it may appear under 
ery different fymptoms, as different 
eeretions are more peculiarly af- 
fected by it: and laftly, that the te- 
ers, commonly called nervous, have 

ir feat ia the third ftage. 

From this diftinétion it follows, 
that the morbid matter in the firit 
lafs may be moft effectually carried 
of by venefection : in the fecond by 
one or more Of the fenfible fecreu 
ons: and in the lait, by infentiole 

rfpiration only. 

I conceive that the lymph, which 
moves feparately in the fineft and lait 
ramifications of the veffels, has the 
ewelt fenfible qualities of any of the 
humours of the body ; and though, 
pn it’s natural ftate, the moft beniga 
ad mild, like the white of an egy ; 
yet is fubjeét to the greateft alterati- 
pis, and to become the mott offenfive. 

As the white of an egg, by putrefac- 

ion, becomes fo nauleous, that the 
ket drop of it taken into the ftomach, 
ot by any means mixed wich the hu- 
mours, throws the animal into the 

peated diforder. 

I need not mention to you, that 

Itom any one humour can be viti- 

td without affecting the others ; 
ndthat frequently the fault in the 

ai concoction is owing to fome de- 
ect in the preceding : and from 
mea tkilful phyfician will vary his 
Vol. Ll. No. L 
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method of cure in feveral circum. 
ftances. But whea the lymph is vi- 
tiated by infection, all the other di- 
geitions may be in order, and natural, 
till they become afterwards vitiated 
by the faulty lymph mixed with 
them. ‘This diftinétion mnt de- 
ferve the peculiar regard of the phy- 
fician. 

I think that all thofe diforders 
which are commonly called nervous, 
whether acute or chronical, really 
proceed from fome fault in thelymph ; 
and that the dittinetion of lax and 
rigid fibres, is owing to an excefs or 
detect of this humour, cr to fome 
other fault in it. 

Thefe hints, I am perfuaded, are 
fufiicient for you to forma jadguent 
of my opinion in the clatiing of dif- 
eafes, how far itis real!y founded in 
nature, and how far ic may be of 
ufe in the cure of difeafes. You 
will oblige me exceedingly, by letting 
me know your opinion freely. if 
you think me in an error, I thail in- 
fit on your telling me fo, from vour 
known candour and humanity, lew I 
thould lead others into the like mi 
take. 

I hope the following obfervation 
wiil not be difagreeabie to you, as it 
relates to nervous fevers. In the year 
1746, when I was at Albany, on the 
affairs of government, while prepa- 
rations were making for the expe- 
dition, as we thought, then, in- 
tended againft Canada, a nervous fe- 
ver was epidemical, of which many 
died ; whether fromthe malignity of 
the difeafe, or ignorance of the prac- 
titioners, cannot fay: for in no 
diftempers are more errors committed 
than in nervous. I obferved the dif- 
eafe in only one perfon, a lady. Ie 
had the appearance of an intermit- 
tent, or rather remittent, with a 
frequent low pulfe, except in the 
paroxyfms, when it was high ; a de- 
jection of fpirits, great reitleifuets, 
an entire proftration of appetite, 
ama {weats of a rancid patrefceat 
I 
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fmell. 1¢ phyfician who attended 
her, had treated it as an interm‘t- 

tent without fuccefs. She was brought 
very low, and had an aver‘ion to all 
kind of medicines. I adviled her 
to drink a glafs of old Madeira wine 
every four or five hours. She very 
feniibly recovered, by the continued 
ufe of the wine, and fooner than 
could have been expectes. A poor 
man, the fame phyfician’s patient, 
hearing of this lady’s recovery, feut 
to beg a bottle of wine. It was 
given him, but not without the phy- 
fician’s confent, who asain’ it, 
thinking the cafe detperate. He 
did, however, recover, by this means. 
He drank a gallon in a few days; 
and ufed it more freely than was al- 
lowed. Several others, in like man- 
ner, received benefit by wine. Ican- 
not fay of what ufe Madeira might 
have been in the beginning of the 
difeafe, becaufe the cafes which came 
to my knowledge of its benefit, were 
after the difeafe had continued long, 
and the fick were brought low. It 
was obfervable, however, that though 
many people were feized with this 
diftemper, no one Madeira drinker 
had it. One gentleman, who, for fe- 
veral days, apprehended he had got the 
diftemper, (as at firit they complain 
only of a general laffitude, and of 
being neither well nor fick), told us, 
who took our glailes every evening, 
and kept well, that he was refolved 
to go with us that night. He drank 
very freely, and, from that time, he 
had no more fymptoms. You know, 
that Hippocrates advifes the ufe of 
wine in fome fevers ; but I queftion 
if he ever prefcribeda bottie of trong 
wine, fuch as Madeira wine is, for a 
dofe. 

I thali mention one thing more, as 
not quite foreign to the fubject [ 
write on. It has been commonly be- 
lieved, that inoculation of the {mall 
90x was an invention of the Circaf- 
Reid, to preferve the beauty of their 
women. But from what follows, it 















feems probable, that the praGice iM, anfwer 
much older, and that it came from ov will fa 
Africa originally, with the difteinper Monts the: 
itfelt. I have lately learned fromMi ice, fir, 
my negroes, that it is a comma fi. Cont 
practice in their country, fo that fel. CADV 
dom any old people have the difeaf, 
They generally inoculate all their , 
young, as foon as the infeétion come 
into the neighbourhood. ‘They tel iy er from 
e, thatin pa regimen under it, they Sviles, o 
oaly abftain from all fleth-meat, and Purpure 
drink plentifully of water acidulate 
with the juice of limes, which grow Por:/mos 
large and plentifully in their country, Sir, 


This, perhaps, may be worth obfer 


vation, in hot feafons. It will k N the 


objeGed, how comes this not to have brated 
been fooner difvovered, fince fo many [itheriag, p 
negroes have been for near one hua pital in B 
died years paft all over the colonics. MM publithed 








But it is not to be wondered at, fince 
we feldom converfe with our negroes, 
efpecially with thofe who are not 
born among us; and though I leam- 
ed this but lately, when the fmall pox 
was a lat fpring, by foe 


difcourfe being accidentally over. 


Purpurea, 
cal ufes, ' 
dropfies 
valuable t 
the fame y 
an hundr 
fies, man} 





heard among the negroes themfelves, MM moit com 
Ihave had the fame negroes above MM lieved by 
twenty. years about my houfe, with. J year rece 
out knowing it before this time. I] quantity 
examined them feparately, and am fj {ome of | 
perfuaded, that, as they live at a great J repeated 
dittance from the town, they had ne- HM fuaded, ¢ 
ver heard of inoculation among us*, Mi nor his 
and yet they defcribed the methed of HM have exa 
inoculation the fame as ours, viz. by J it is, pe 
making a fmall cut in the arm, and diuretic it 
applying a little cotton dipped ia the MH markable 
variolous pus. tion of t 
circulatic 
NOTE. By the 
lat poft 
* Turning over accidentally, «—@ with av 
little pamphlet, printed at Bofton, in MM tereting 
1722, fince I wrote what is above, 1M and favo 
find, that fome negroes in Bolton BM feeds of 
had at that time afferted, that ine- HM writes, ' 
culation of the fmall pox was com- HM have occ 
mon in their country. will did 


If what I have wrote, in any man TM fates,” 





Letter from dr. Jackfon, to dr. Siiles, ry) 


ranfwers your expeCations, I hope 

oy will favour me with your fenti- 
ents thereon, which will greatly 
blige, fir, your moit obedient hum- 
le mnt, 


CADWALLADER COLDEN. 
0 @PPD-0- 


[etter from dr. Hall Fack fox to dr. Exra 
Stiles, on the efficacy of the Digicalis 
Purpurea in dropfies, Se. 
Por:/mouth, (N.H.) April 305 1787. 

Sir, 

N the year 1785, that juftly cele- 

brated botanift, dr. William Wi- 
theriag, phyfician to the general hof- 
ital in Birmingham, Great Britain, 

publifhed atreatife on the Digitalis 
Purpurea, (Fox-glove) and its medi- 
cal ufes, with practical remarks on 
dropfies and other difeafes. This 
valuable treatife came into my hands 
the fame year ; it contains more than 
an hundred and fifty cafes of drop- 
fies, many of them of the worit and 
mott complicated kind, cured or re- 
lieved by this efficacious plaat. I lait 
year received from London, a fall 
quantity of the dried leaves, and 
fome of the fame in powder. Froin 
repeated trials here, I am fully per- 
fuaded, that neither dr. Withering, 
nor his numerous correfpondents, 
have exaggerated its falutary elfedis ; 
it is, perhaps, the moft powerful 
diuretic in nature, and poffeffes a re- 
markable quality of abating the ac- 
tion of the heart, and retarding the 
circulation of the blood, 

By the laft fhip from London, and 
lat poft from Botton, I was honoured 
with a very polite, obliging, and in- 
terefling letter from dr. Withering, 
and favoured alfo with a quantity of 
feeds of the Fox-glove by him. He 
writes, “* I fend more than you will 
have occafion for, in hopes that you 
will dittibute them into the other 
Rates,” 


It is with much pleafure that I 
comply with the dottor’s humane 
wifh, in enclofing you a finall quan- 
tity of them, being fully perfuaded 
you will find equal fatisfaction in the 
cultivation of fo ufeful and ornamen- 
tal a vegetable; it bears a beantiful 
purple bell-flower, worthy a place in 
any garden. 

I take the liberty of tranfcribing 
two other paffayes in the do¢tor’s let- 
ter, which, I think, may, with pro- 
priety, accompany thefeed. ‘‘ lam 
more and more convinced, that the 
Digitalis, under a judicious manage- 
ment, is one of the mildeft and fafet 
medicines we have, and one of the 


-mott efficacious. I believe it is not 


neceflary to create a naufea, or any 
other dilurbance in the fyitem. I 
never ufe more than 1 frusle fol. fuc. 
$lb. of infufion, and in fubftance 
rarely more than 3 graivs in twenty- 
four hours.”—** Digitalis has cured 
two other cafes al talinies in this 
neighbourhood, and three cafes of 
hemopte : the latter were of a kind 
attended with a quick bounding 
pulfe, and I dircéted the medicine, 
trom the quality 1 knew it poffefies 
of abating the aftion of the heart.” 

I would ju mention, that it is a 
biennial plant, and I conclude it will 
take fome little care to preferve the 
roots from the feverity of the frofts 
in this cold climate, though it flou- 
rithes fpontaneoufly in the fields of 
England, 

My good intention mut be my 
apology in the liberty I have taken 
in troubling a gentleman of your 
chara¢ter with fo lengihy a letter, al- 
together profeffional. 1 wifhto pro- 
mulgate fo valuable an acquiiition 
in medicine, and am fo unfortunate 
as not to be acquainted with any gen- 
tleman of the faculty in your ftate. 

lam, fir, &c. 
HALL JACKSON. 
The rev. Ezra Stiles, prefident 
of Yale college. 
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Go An inefithable difuloent for the buman calculi, 


From the European magazine, for Au- 
gmt, 1785; 


An incfimable diffil-vent for the auman 


calculs 
V R. Benjamia Colburne, of 
i’ Bath, is a gentleman fo wni- 


veriaiiy Known a Sd elicemed, that 
were it not for the information of 
mankind throughout Europe, it 
would be needle(s to fay, that he is 
2 man of ampe fortune, of the ut- 
mott candou:, and poiledes unbound- 
ed philar thropy that being bred 
to pay fic (from the practice of wht h 
he has smany years face retired) be 
has emploved his letfure hours in 
chemical experiments, and with fach 
fuccefs, that he has proved, beyond a 
dour, on hi yf f, and on feveral of 
his frie: ids, that the folution of fixed 
alkaline fait, fatucated with fixable 
air, will prevent the for: nation of 
calculi in the human bladder; nay, 
that calculi being Neeped in that fo- 
lution, will daily lo’e of thetr origi- 
nal weight, and be difpofed to cruin- 
bre and diflolve. 
dr. Dobfon, in his ** commenrary on 
fixed air,” had conceived thet much 
benefit in many dil rcers, and par- 
ticularly the gravel, might be receiv- 
ed from the ufe of medicated waters. 
Bur it appears that mr. Colberne ts 
the firit man wh has experienced, in 
his own perfon, the fucecefs ot his 
Wf and having fo cone, 


own difcovers 
he sencroall: Ee Seay Vey 
@ pgeneToulivy Communicated mt to 


‘The late ingenious 


Ris treends and new rhhours, who have 
been equally relieved, and who were 
equally willing to have their names 
and cafes publihed ; which not onty 
proves the esicacy of the medicine 
on a tingle patient, or conititution, 
bor chat it ts fuch as atts on the 
urine of all harman beings. Mr. 


ge, i! ry ’ ‘ n my ce. the re’ erend 
ar tor ‘ 4%, * e ; ; a > 2 | 
** - 1 { , . ! + _ 
r . ere ‘ y t e % a 
of mr. Aric, 200 of a fimple man 


ef 65, who woud not permit his 


name to be publithed (yet eg 
bene ftred has been poblifhed by & 
Falconer, but publithed as an appes 
dix to dr. Deobdion’s * commentary 
on fixed air.” I have, therefor, 
thought it aa att of humanity » 
give the poor, as weil as the rich 
the means of rehef, by fending 5 
a iketch of this valuable difcover 
and it wilithen be m every oes, 
power, enher to prepare the folutin 
himteit, or to pure hale it al @ Ver 
moderate price : and they may be for: 
that this is fent to yeu with te 
faine gC d di rn that it was cor 
municated Dy the ducoverer, wh 
memory, l have reafon to utlicrs, 
will be revered by many nation 
Mr. Coiburne informs us, that fron 
feveral very accurate experiments on 
the human calculi fleeped in alkaline 
faits, they were redeced in weight, 
and difpafed to diffolve: this led 
him to try what eflect it would pr. 
duce, by the internal ufc, on te 
urine of thofe who fuffer from th 
gravel or flone, and was agreeable 
furprifed to find that his own (for he 
was a fufferer himlelf) from heiw 
turind, and difpofed to Pree pi tation, 
became clear and of a natural coloer 
But the alkaline {ales proving dria- 
grecable and naufeating, he concer 
ed that fome more agrecable mok 
might be contrived to anfwer te 
fame good purpotes. Fixed air fecmed 
to mr. Colbarne the heft means of foe 
cefs, and experience foon contrmed 
his hopes. The alkaline folotion s 
thus pre pared, 

Put two ounces, troy- weight, o 
dry falt of tartar into an open earth 
en veilel, and pour upon it tw 
quarts of the foftelt w wer to be hal, 
and ftir them well tegether. Let 
the foiunon ftand for 24 hog 


when the clesr part muft he pound 
off with care, to avoid any of the © 
fiduum, and put into the middie pat 
of one of the gla& machines for > 
pregnating Wweter with @ubk oF 
and expoted to a ftream of det @& 
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4; after the water has been 74 
hours in this fitwation, it will be fic 
for af:, and thoaid be botried of : 
wel! cork the bottles, and fer them 
soo their corks, botrom opwarnds; 
god with fuch care it will keep fere 
ral weeks. Eight ounces may be 
wen theee times in 24 howre wit) 
out any inconvenience: bot it may 
be belt to Legin with a fimalier quan- 









Ic ws needicls to enumerate the 
cafes of che other refpectably gentie- 
whofe names are mentioned 
it ts fofictent to fay, that 
mr. Coimarne, by aa alm ft confant 
of of this medicine, enpove better 
health and better {parits, th: ugh con- 
éderabty turned of 60, thon he had 
eurerienced for 20 wears betore, and 
sever has any fymptoms of gravel or 
fore, but when he happens to ne- 
giext (as is fometimes the cafe, when 
trom home) hts accuomed flution. 
lrappears, alfo, that the other gen- 
tiemen whofe names are mentioned, 
aad a lady of Bartha! », who from de. 
heacy, not folly, has hkewtle with. 
bell her name, have al! experienced 
che wonderful efetis of thee very im- 
portant difcovery. Hlad this med- 
cine been difeowered by a practifing 
end profeffional man, 
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doubt but it would have made bss 
fortune : or, indeed, hed mr. Col- 
“me fecretly communicated it to 
Ome medical friend (and no dew 
has many) it moft, in that cafe, 
here enriched an tedivideal. Bert 
has generou fl, given it for the 
rod of all mankind 

w toute «;, and therefore [ defire 
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Letter t grrr Ravd.! 5, Se. 
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which governed you i your drap 
prohation of the pr yperted teteral 


conttitunon, no langerestl ; and ma 


ny of the people of this common. 
wealth have eilhed to know whae 
obettions couki incert yor t re 
fule your kLgnetere to a2 mesiure 
fo Caticriag to mary prin ipal cha- 
recters i¢9 Amerna, aod whet ‘” 
fo nerauy | tt {-4 tj contain 
the Us Of prior periy ama appinets 
to the vated (lates 

We are ( refed, fr, toatthe tome 
is paiied, whro eht with pro. 
preety have been ca wo commune 


peate vour feotiinn » to the ge eral 
atiern! y+ on t im tu ect, bot as 


you 
hare bern pleafed to | tus with 
your Obfervations im privat, acd «e 
concrirvre they woukl sot on) afl «lf 
fatietattion to the } ibin, bet alto he 
ofeful by the formation amd 14- 

? , ta »¥ . ' ca : 

fruttio cy wil ry, we hope, 
| ica Maren hy 1 to ena ve 
us tO Wake toem " " th er ra! thus 
medium of the prefs. We have the 
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} ,* i etieen, 
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To M. Sonik, Charks M. CBrufse, 
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¢- Letter fram governor Randolph, 


the other myfeif. At this day, too, 
J feel an anwillingnefs to _bring it 
before the legiflatare, left, in the di- 
verfity of opinion, I fhould excite 
2 conteft uatavourable to that har- 
mony with which I trutt the great 
fulsject will be difcuiled. I therefore 
fub.nitthe publication of the letter to 
your pleafure. 

i beg leave, however, to remind 
you, that I have only mentioned my 
objections to the conflitution in ge- 
neral terms, thinking it improper, 
and too voluminous, to explain them 
at full length. Butitis my purpofe 
to go at large into the conftitution, 
when a fit occafion fhall prefeat it- 
f>if. 


I am, geutlemen, &c, 


EDMUND RANDOLPH. 


A letter of his excelloncy Edrurd Rar- 
a.'p b, q- om ihe fi deral cau fpitician. 


Richmand, O&ober 10, 1787. 
Sir, 


HE conftitution, which I in- 

clofed to the general aflembly, 
in a late official letter, appears with- 
out my fignature. This circum- 
ftance, although trivial in its own 
nature, has been rendered rather im- 
portant to myfelf at leaft, by being 
smifunderficod by fome, and mifre- 
prefented by others—As I difdain to 
conceal the reafons for with-holding 
my fubfcription, I have always been, 
Rill am, and ever fhall be, ready to 
prociaim them to the world. To 
the legiflature, therefore, by whoin f 
was Eepond to the federal conven- 
tion, 1 beg leave now to addrefs 
them; affecting no indifference to 
he pubiic opinion, but refolved not 
to court it by an uninanly facrifice 
ef my own judgment. 

As this explanation will involve a 
fummary, but general review of our 
federal fituation; you will pardon 
me, I truit, although I fhould tranf- 
grefs the ufual bounds of a letter. 


Before my departure for the com 
vention, I believed that the confede. 
ration was not fo eminently defec. 
tive, as it had been fuppofed ; but 
after I entered into a free comm». 
nication with thofe, who were bet 
informed of the condition and intered 
of each ftate—after I had compared 
the intelligence derived from them, 
with the properties which ought ta 
characterize the government of our 
union, L becams perfuaded, that the 
confederation was dettitute of every 
energy, which a conilitution of the 
united itates ougit to poffefs. 

For the objects pr op fed by its in- 
flitution were, that it thould be a 
fhield againit foreign hoftility, anda 
fir refort againtt cdomeftic commo- 
tion ; that it fhould cherifh trade, 
and promote the profperity of the 
ftates under its care. 

But thefe are not among the attri. 
butes of our prefent union. Severe 
experience, under the preffure of war 
—a ruinous weaknels, manifeited 
fince the return of peace—and the 
contemplation of thofe dangers, 
which darken the future profpect— 
have condemned the hope of gran- 
deur and of fafety under the aufpi- 
ces of the coafederation. 

In the exigencies of war, indeed, 
the hittory ot its efeéts is fhort; the 
final ratification having been delaved 
until the beginning of the year 1781. 
But howfoever fhort, this period is 
diftinguifhed by melancholy teitimo- 
nies of its inability to maintain in 
harmony the focial intercourfe of the 
ftates ; to defend congrefs again{t en- 
croachments on their rights ; and to 
obtain, by requifitions, fupplies to t the 
federal treafury or recruits to the fe- 
deral armies. I fhall not attempt an 
ae of the particular inftan- 

: but leave to your own remeim- 
brance, and the records of congrels, 
the (apport of thefe effertions. 

In the feafon of peace, too, not 
many years have elapfed: and yet 
each of them has produced fatal ex- 
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amples of delin uency, and fome- 
times of pointe oppofition to fede. 
ral duties. To the various remon- 
frances of congrefs, { appeal for a 

loomy, but unexaggerated narra ive 
of the i injuries, which our faith, ho- 
nour, and happinefs have fuilained 
by the failures of the flares. 

"But thefe evils are palt : and fome 
mav be led, by an honeit zeal, to 
coaclude, that they cannot be repeat- 
ed. Yes, fir, they will be repeated, 
as long as the confederation cxiits, 
and wiil bring with them other mit- 
chiefs, fpringing from the fame 
fource, which cannot be yet forefeen 
in their full array of terror. 

If we examine the conititutions; 
and laws of the feveral ftates, it is 
immediately difcovered, that the law 
of nations is unprovided with fanc- 
tions in many cafes, which deeply 
afeet public dignity and public jal- 
tice. The letter, however, of the 

confederation, does not permit con- 
per to remedy thefe defects: and 
juch an authori ty, although evident- 
ly deducivle from its fpirit, cannot, 
without a violation of the fecond ar- 
ticle, be afflumed, Is it not a poli- 
tical phenomenon, that the head of 
the confederacy fhould be doomed to 
bs plunged into war, from _ its 
wretched ary to check offen- 
ees againit this law—and fentenced 
to witnels, in unavailing auguifh, 
the infraction of their engagements 
to foreign fover vigns ? ? 

Aad y yet this isnot the only grie- 
rous point of weaknefs. After a war 
Gall be inevitable, the requifitions 
wt congrefs, for quotas of men or 
money, will again prove unproduc- 
tive and fallacious. Two caufes will 
always confpice to this baneful con- 
fequence. 

Fit. No government can be fta- 
~ which hangs on human inclina- 
ton alone, unbiatled by the fear of 
att And fecond! ly, from the 
connection between ftates bound to 
proportionate sontributions—-j:a- 
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loufies and fufpicions naturally arife, 
which at leaft chill the ardour, if they 
do not excite the murmurs of the 
whole. Ido not forget, indeed, that 
by one fudden impuife, our part of 
the American continent has been 
thrown into a military pofture, and 
thatin the earlier annals of the war, 
our armies marched to the field oa 
o mere recommendations of con- 
grefs. Dut ought we to argue from 
a conte‘t thus tignalized by the mag- 
nitude of its Race, that asoften asa 
flame fhall be hereafter kindled, the 
fame enthufiafin will fill our legions 
—or renew them, as they may be 
thinned by lotes ? 

If not, where fhall we fine protec- 
tion ? Impreifions, like thofe, which 
prevent a compliance with the requi- 
fitions of regular forces, will deprive 
the Aimevicon 9 republic of the fervices 
ofa militia. Buc letus fuppofe, thar 
they are attai inable, sad acknow- 
ledge, as I * ays fhall, that they are 
the natural fvpport of a free go- 
vernment. When it is remembered, 
that in their abfence agriculture matt 
languith—that they are not habituated 
to military expofures, and the rigour 
of military di! cipline—a ad that the 
neceflity of hold:ng in readinefs fuc- 
ceflive detachments, carries the ex- 
pence far beyond that of enliitments— 
this refource ought to be adopte 
with caution. 

As ttrongly too Lam perfuaded, 
that requifitions for money will not 
be more cordially recetved. For be- 
fides the diutrutt, which would pre- 
vail with refpect to them alfo—>e- 
fides the opinion, entertained by each 
of its own liberality and unfatisaed 
demands azainit the united thates, 
there is another confideration not lefs 
worthy of attentl m. The fir rate 
for determining each quota, was the 
value of all land granted or furve} 
ed, and of the buildings aad i improve 
ments thereon. It is no longer 
doubted, that an equitable, uniform 
mode of citimating that value, is 
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impracticable ; and therefore twelve 
ftates have fubitituted the number of 
inhabitants under certain limitations, 
as the ftandard, according to which 
money is to be furnifhed. But under 
the fubfifting articles. of the union, 
the aflent of the thirteenth ftate is 
neceflary, and has not yet been given. 
This does of itfelf letien the hope of 
procuring a revenue for federal ules ; 
and the mifcarriage of the impot al- 
moit rivets our defpondency. 

Amidit theie difappointments, it 
would afferd foie confolation, if, 
when rebellion fhail threaten any 
ftate, an ultimate afylum could be 
found under the wing of congrefs. 
But itis at leaftequivocal, whether they 
can intrude forces into a f{tate, rent 
afunder by civil difcord, even with 
the pureit folicitude for our federal 
welfare, and on the mot urgent in- 
treaties of the itate itfelf. Nay, the 
very allowance of this power, would 
be pageantry alone, from the want of 
money and mea. 

To thefe defe&s of congreffional 
power, the hidory of man has fub- 
joined others, not lefs alarming. I 
earneflly pray, that che recollection 
of common fufferings, which termi- 
nated in common glory, may check 
the fallies of violence, and perpetu- 
ate mutual friendthip between the 
ftates. But I cannot prefuine, that 
we are fuperior to thofe unfocial paf- 
fions, which under like circumftan- 
ces have infeited more ancient na- 
tions. I cannot prefume, that 
through all tine, in the daily mix- 
ture of American citizens with each 
other, in the conflicts for commer- 
cial advantages, in the difcontents, 
which the neighbourhood of territo- 
ry has been {ven to engender in other 

uarters of the glove, and in the ef- 
y nen of faétion and intrigue— 
thirteen diiting’ communities un- 
der no effective fupsrintending con- 
troul (as the united flates con- 
fefledly now are, notwithftanding 
the bold terms of the confederation) 


will avoid a hatred to each other deep 
and deadly. 

In the profecution of this enquiry 
we fhall find the general profperity 
to decline under = iyhem this uanery- 
ed. No fvoner is the merchant pre. 
pared for foreign ports with the trea- 
fures, which this new world kind] 
offers to his acceptance, than it is 
announced to him, that they are fhut 
againit American fhipping, or open- 
ed under oppreflive regulations. He 
urges congrefs to a counter-policy, 
aad is aiveal only by condolance 
on the general misfortune. He is 
immediately itruck with the convic- 
tion, that until exclufion fhall be op. 
pofed to exclufion, and reftriction to 
refiriction, the American flag will be 
difgraced. For who can conccive, 
that thirteen legiflarares, viewing 


commerce under dufsrent relations, | 


and fancying themfelves difcharged 
fiom every obligation to concede the 
{malleft of their com nercial advan- 
tages for the good of the whole, 
will be wrought in a concert of ac- 
tion in defiance of every prejudice? 
Nor is this all :—let the great im. 
provements be recounted, which have 
enriched and illuttrated Europe—tet 
it be noted, how few thofe are, which 
will be abfolutely denied te the 
united fates, comprehending within 
their boundaries the choiceit bief- 
fings of climate, foil, and navigable 
waters ; then Jet the mot fanguine 
patriot banith, if he can, the mortify- 
ing belief, that all thefe muft fleep, 
until they thall be roufed by the vi- 
gour of a national goverament. 

I have not exempliied the prece- 
ding remarks by minute details ; be- 
caufe they are evidently fortified by 
truth, and the contcioufnefs of unt. 
ted America. I fhall therefore no 
longer deplore the unfitnefs of the 
contederatiua to fecure our peace ; 
but proceed, with a truly unaffected 
diftruit of my own opinions, to ex- 
amine what order of powers the go- 
vernment of the united ftates ought 
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p enjoy ? how they ought to be de- 
ended againtt encroachments ? whe- 
her tney can be interwoven in the 
onfederation without an alteration 
f its very effence ? or mutt be lodg- 
d in new hands? fhewing at the 
ame time the convulfions, which 
rem to await us froma diffolution 
pf the union or partial confedera- 
1€S. 

To mark the kind and degree of 
uthority, which ought to be confi- 
ded to the government of the united 
Rates is no more than to reverfe the 
defcription, which I have already 
piven, of the defects of the confede- 
ation. 

From thence it will follow, that 
he operations of peace and war will 
be clogged without a advances 
of money, and that thefe will be flow 
indeed, if dependent on fupplication 
alone. For what better name do re- 
quifitions deferve, which may be 
vaded or oppofed, without the fear 
of coercion! But although coercion 
jis an indifpenfible ingredient, it 
ought not to be diretted againft a 
ate, as a ftate, it being impotlible to 
attempt it except by blockading the 
trade of the delinquent, or carrying 
war into its bowels. Even if thele 
violent fchemes were eligible, in 
other refpects, both of them might 
perhaps be defeated by the fcantinefs 
of the public chett; would be tardy 
jn their complete effect, as the ex- 
ence of the land and naval equip- 
ments muft firft be reimburfed ; and 
might drive the profcribed ftate into 
the defperate dae of inviting fo- 
rign alliances. Againft aan of 
them lie feparate unconquerable ob- 
ettions, A blockade is not equally 
applicable to all the itates, they being 
iferently circumitanced in com- 
merce and in ports ; nay an excom- 
munication from the privileges of 
the union would be in vain, becaufe 
very regulation or prohibition may 
be eafily eluded under the rights of 
American citizenfhip, or of foreign 
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nations. But how fhall we fpeak of the 
intrufion of troops? fhall we arm ci- 
tizens againft citizens, and habitu- 
ate them to fhed kindred blood ? 
fhall we rifque the inflicting of 
wounds, which will generate a ran- 
cour never to be fubdued? would 
there be no room to fear, that an ar- 
my, accultomed to fight, for the ef- 
tablifhment of authority, would fa- 
lute an emperor of theirown? Let 
us not bring thefe things into jeopar- 
dy. Let us rather fubttitute the fame 
procefs,by which individualsare com- 
pelled to contribute to the govern- 
ment of their own ftates. Inttead of 
making requifitions to the legifla- 
tures, it would appear more proper, 
that taxes fhould be impofed by the 
federal head, under due modifications 
and guards; that the colleétor fhould 
demand from the citizens their ref- 
pective quotas, and be fupported 
as in the collection of ordinary 
taxes. 

It follows, too, that, as the gene- 
ral government will be refponfibie to 
foreign nations, it ought to be able 
to annul any offenfive meafure, or 
inforce any public right. Perhaps 
among the topics on which they may 
be aggrieved or complain, the com. 
mercial intercourfe, and the manner, 
in which contraéts are difcharged, 
may conftitute the principal articles 
of clamour. 

It follows, too, that the general 
government ought to be the fupreme 
arbiter for adjufting every conten- 
tion among the ttates. In all their 
conne¢tions, therefore, with each 
other, and particularly in commerce, 
which wili probably create the preat- 
eft difcord, it ought to hold the 
reins. 

It follows, too, that, the general 
government ought to protect each 
ttate againtt domettic as well as exter- 
nal violence. 


And lattly, it follows, that 
through the general government 


alone can we ever allume the rank, 


Rana EIS 














66 Letier from governor Randilph. 


to which we are entitled by our re- 
fources and fituation. 

Should the people of America fur- 
render thefe powers, they can be pa- 
ramount to the conititutions and or- 
dinary atts of legiflation, only by be- 
ing delegated by them, I do not 
pretend to affirm, but [ venture to 
believe, that if the confederation had 
been folemnly queftioned in oppof- 
tion to our conttitution, or even to 
one of our laws, potleriorto it, it 
mutt have given way. For never did it 
obtain with us a higher ratification, 
than a refolution of aflembly in th 
daily form. 

This will be one fecurity againft 
encroachment. But another, not 
lefs effe€inal, is, to exclude the indi- 
vidual {tates from any agency in the 
national government, as far as it 
may be fate, and their i interpofition 
may not be abfolutely necefiary. 

But now, fir, permit me to de- 
clare, than in my ae judgement, 
the powers, by which alone the blef- 
lings of a gen eral government can be 
accompiithed, cannot be interwoven 
in the confederation without a 
change of its very efience ; or, in 
other words, that the contederation 
muft be thrown alide. ‘This is almoit 
demonftrable from the ineflicacy of 
requifitions, and from the neceffity 
of converting them into atts of au- 
thority. My fuffrage, as a citizen, 
is alfo for additional powers. But 
to whom fhall we commit thefe acts 
of authority, thefe additional pow- 
ers? Tocongrefs? When I formerly 
lamented the defe&s in the jurifdic- 
tion of congrefs, 1 had no view to 
indicate any other opinion, than that 
the federal head ought not to be fo 
circumfcribed. For free as 1 am at 
all times te profefs my reverence for 
that body, and the individuals who 
compofe it, 1 am yet equally free to 
make known my averfion to repofe 
fuch a truft in a tribunal fo conttitu- 
ted. My objections are not the vifi- 
ens of theory, but the refult of my 


own obfervation in America, and of 
the experience of others abroad. , 
The legillative and executive ar 
concentered in the fame perfons, 
This, where real power exilts, mut 
eventuate in tyranny. 2. The re. 
prefentation of the {tates bears no 
sroportion to their importance. This 
isan unreafonable fubjection of the 
will of the majority to that of the mi. 
nority. 3. The mode of election, and 
the liability to be recalled, may too 
often render the de legates rather par. 
tizans of their own ftates, than re. 
prefentatives of the union. 4. Cabal 
and intrigue muit confequently gain 
an afcendency in a courfe of years, 
5. A fingle houfe of le giflation will 
fornctimes be precipitate, perhaps 
paflionate. 6. As long as feven 
fates are required for the finallet, 
and nine for the greateit votes, may 
not fo reign influence at fome future 
day infinuate itfelf, fo as to inter 
rupt every active exertion ? 7. To 
crown the whole, it is fcarcely with. 
in the verge of poffibility that fo nv- 
merous an affembly fthould acquire 
that fecrecy, difpatch and vigour, 
which are the teft or excellence in ihe 
executive department, 

My inference from thefe fact: and 
principles is,that the new powers mutt 
be depofited in a new body, growing 
out of a confolidation of the union 
as far as the circumftances of the 
{tates will allow. Perhaps, however, 
fome may meditate its diffolution, 
and others partial confederacies. 

The firft is an idea awful indeed 
and irreconcileable with a very early, 
and hitherto uniform conviction, that 
without union we muft be undone. 
For before the voice of war was 
heard, the pulfe of the then colonies, 

was tried and found to beat in uni- 
fon. ‘The unremitted labour of our 
enemies was to divide, and the policy 
of every congrefs to bind us toge- 
ther. But inno example was this 
truth more clearly difplayed, than in 
the prudence with which indepen- 
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nce was unfolded to the fight, and 
the forbearance to declare it, until 
\nerica almott unanimoafly called 
rite After we had thus launched 
to troubles, never before explored, 
nd in the hour of heavy diltrefs, the 
membrance of our focial ftrength 
ot oaly forbade defpair, but drew 
rom congrefs the moft illuftrious re- 
etition of their fettled purpofe to de- 
vite all terms fhort of lols spendenc J 
' Behold, thea, how fuccefsful and 
Iorious we have been, while we 
ted in fraternal concord. But let 
5 difeard the illufion, that by th 
ter and this glory the crett of 
Hanger has irrecoverab! y fallen. Our 
Povernaments are yet too youthful to 
we acquired ftability from habit. 
ar very quiet depends upon the du- 
ation of the union. Amo ng the up- 
ight and intellizent, few can read 
“thout emotion the fi uture fate of 
he ftates, if fevered from each other. 
‘hen fhall we learn the full weight 
f foreign intrigue—then fhall we 
hear of partitions of our country. If 
a prince, inflamed by the luit of con- 
wet, fhou!d ufe one ftate, as the in- 
ftrament of enflaving others—if eve- 
ry ftate is to be wearied by perpetual 
aiarms, and compelled to maintain 
large military eitablifhments—if all 
quettions are to be decided by an ap- 
peal to arms, where a difference of 
opiaion cannot be removed by nego- 
cation—in a word, if all the direful 
misfortunes which haunt the peace of 
nval nations, are to triumph over the 
lind—for what have we contended ? 
Why have we exhaufted our wealth ? 
Why have we bafely betrayed the he- 
roc martyrs of the federal caufe ? 
But dreadful as the total diffolu- 
tion of the union is to my mind, I 
entertain mo lefs horror at the 
thought of partial corf-deracies. I 
hive not the Jeaft ground for fuppo- 
ing that an overture of this kind 
Would be liftened to by a fingle ftate; 
tad the prefuaption is, that the po- 
li 


tics of the greater part of the ftates 


flow from the warmeft attachment to 
an union ef the whole. If however 
a leffer confederacy fhould be obtain- 
ed by Virginia, let me conjure my 
countrymen well to weigh the proba- 
ble confequences, before they at- 
tempt to form it. 

On fuch an event, the ftrength of 
the union woald be divided into two 
or perhaps three parts. Has it fo in- 
creafed {ince the war as to be divift- 
ble—and yet remain fufficient for 
our happinefs ? 

The utmoft limit of any partial 
confederacy which Virginia could 
expect to form, would comprehead 


“only the three fouthern {tates and her 


neareft northern nérghbour. But 
they, like ourfelves, are diminifhed 
in their real force, by the mixture of 
anu! thappy fpecies of population. 

Again may I atk, whether the 
opule: ige of the united ftates has been 
augmented fince the war? This is 
antee ‘red in the negative by a load of 
dct, and the declenGon of trade. 

At all times mutt a fouthern con- 
federacy fupport fhips of war and 
foldiery. As foon would a navy 
move from the foreft, and an army 
{pring from the earth, as fuch a con- 
federacy, indebted, impoverithed in 
its commerce, and defitute of men, 
could, for fome years at lealt, pro- 
vide an ample defence for itfeif, 

Let it not be forgotten, that na- 
tions, whteh can enforce their rights, 
have large claims againit the united 
ftates, and that the creditor may in- 


fit on payment from any one of 


them. Which of Chem would pro- 
bably be the victim ? The mof pro- 
du&tive and the moft expofed. When 
vexed by reprifals, or war, the fou- 
thern ftates will fue for alliances on 
this continent, or beyond fea. If for 
the former, the neceflity of an union 
of the whole is decided. If for the 
latter, America will, I fear, re-at the 
feenes of confufion and bloodthed, 
exhibited amongit molt of thofe 
nations, which have, tco late, re- 
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pented the folly of relying on auxili- 
aries. 

Two or more confederacies cannot 
but be competitors for power. ‘The 
ancient friendthip between the citi- 
zens of America te thus cut of, 
bitternefs and hoftility will fucceed in 
its place. In order to prepare againft 
furrounding danger, we fhail be com- 
pelled to veft,fomewhere or other, 
power approaching near to a milita- 
ry government. 

‘the annals of the world have a- 
bounded fo much with initances of a 
divided people being a prey to fo- 
rein F smd that I hall not re- 
ftrain my apprehenfions of it, fhould 
our union be torn atunder. ‘The op- 
portunity of infinuating it will a 
multiplied in proportion to the parts, 
into which we may be broken. 

In fhort, fir, 1 am fatigued with 
fummoning up to my imagination, 
the miferies which will harrafs the 
united tates, if torn from each other, 
and which will not end, until they 
are fuperfeded by frefh mifchiefs un- 
der the yoke of a tyrant. 

I come, therefore, to the laft and 
perhaps only refuge inour dithculties, 
a confolidation of the union, as far 
as circumftances will permit. To 
fulfil this defirable object, the con- 
ftitution was framed by the federal 
convention. A quorum of eleven {tates 
and the only member from a twelfth, 
have fubfcribed it; mr. Mafon of 
Virginia, mr. Gerry of Maflachufetts, 
and myfelf, having refufed to fub- 
{cribe. 

Why I refufed, would, I hope, be 
folved to the fatisfaétion of thofe 
who know me, by faying thar a fenfe 
of duty commanded me thus to act. 
It commanded me, fir, for believe me, 
that no event of my life ever occu- 
pied more of my reflection. To fub- 
{cribe feemed to offer no inconfidera- 
ble gratification, fince it would have 
sedated me te the world as a fellow- 
labourer with the learned and zeal- 
evs ftatefmen of America, But it was 


far more interefting to my feelin 
that I was about to differ from th 
ot my colleagues ; one of whom 
to the honour of the country, whi 
he has faved, embofomed in their ¢ 
fections, and can receive no pra 
from the highelt luitre of language 
the other two of whom have ix 
long enrolled among the wifett x 
beitt lovers of the commonweals 
and the unfhakenand intimate friend 
fhip of all whom I have ever prized 
and {till do prize, as among the hap 
pieit of all my acquifitions. I 
no ttranger to the retgning partis’. 
ty tor the members who compotediy 
convention ; and had not the fmali¢ 
doubr, that from this caufe, and frog 
the ardour for a reform of gover» 
ment, the frit applaufes, at lead, 
would be loud, and profute. 1 fx 
pected, too, that there was fomething 
in the human breat, which for; 
time would be apt to conftrue a tes 
peratene!s in politics into an enimity 
to the union, Nay I plainly for 
faw, that in the diffentions of parts, 
a middle line would probably bé i 
terpreted into a want of enterpna 
and decifion. But thefe contiden. 
tions, how feducing foever, were fee. 
ble opponents to the fuggeitions o 
my confcience. 1 was fent to exer. 
cife my judgment, and to exercile i 
was my fixed determination , being 
inftru¢ted by even an imperfect «- 
quaintance with mankind, that fell. 
approbation is the only true rewarl, 
which a political career can bettow, 
and that popularity would have bees 
but another name for perfidy, if ™ 
fecure it, I had given up the freedom 
of thinking for myfelf. 

It would have been a peculiar ples 
fure to me, to have afcertained, be 
fore I left Virginia, the temper and 
yenius of my fellow citizens, coe 
Eidered relatively to a gover> 
ment, fo fubftantially differing foe 
the confederation, as that which » 
now fubmitted. But this was for 


many obvious reafons impofibie ; a4 
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| faw, however, that the confede- 
ration was tottering trom ts own 
weaknefs, and that the fitting of the 
convention was a fig 1ai of its total in- 
faficiency. I was therefore ready to 
aiient to a fcheme of yoverniment, 
which was propofed, and which went 
bevond the limits of the co itedera- 
tion, belies ing, that without bene 
too extenfive,t would hay: p eferved 
our tranquility, until that temper 
and that genius fhould be collected. 

But when the plan wh ch is now 
before the general allembly, was on 
its paflage through the convention, 


J moved, that the itate conventions 
fhould be at liberty to amend, and 
that a fecond general convention 

the a- 


tt vuld be ho! jen to dif ifs 
mendments, whi h tho ald be fuggett- 
ed by 
fome meafure juftified by the manner 


in which the contederation was tor- 


them. This motion was in 


warded original y by congrefs to 
the ftate le giflacures, in many ot 
which amendments were propofed, 
and thofe amendments were after- 
wards examined in congrefs. Such 
a motion was doubly expedient here, 
as the delegation of fo much more 
power was fought tor. But it was 
negatived. I then expreiled my un- 
willingnefs to fign. My reafous 
were the following : 

t. It is faid im the refolutions, 
which he conftitution, 
thatit isto be fubmurtted to a conven- 


’ f \ 


ton of delegates, chofen in cach 


accompanv 


fate by the people the reol, tor their 
the mea 
ing of thefe terms is allewed uni 
ally to be, that the con 


alent and ratincation. 


wion My 
either adopt the contttrution in th 
whole, or repret it in the whole, an 
s poftturely forbidden to amend. | 
Cerefore | had figned, | thould ha 
tet myfelf bound to be filent as to 


t 
e 
{ 
t 


imodments, and te exieavour to 
teppert (he conflitution without the 
Correction of a letwr. With this 
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1 was thereby deprived of what I 


thought the necetlary guides. 


confe yuence before my eves, and 
with a determination to attempt an 
anendmnt, | was ta rhe by a fe- 
gard for confillency not to fign. 

2, My vays was, and 
ftill is, that every citizen of Amer 
ca, let th 
ought to ha 


OvLnton a! 


r ontis be what it may, 
¢ a full opportunity to 


fc | \ ft 
propofe through his reprefentatives 


any amendment, which in his appre. 
he m tems to the thu Pig wells t— 
By frening | vid have contradict. 
ed this fentimene. 

3}. Acontitution onght to have 
the hearts of the people on its fide. 
But if ata future day it thould be 
burdent ne, atter havi ig beea 
adopte! im the whole, and they 
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t thould have Virtually 
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keeping myfelf free to propofe 
amendinents, and thus,-if pofible, 
to remove the obitacles to an effectu- 
al government. But it will be afked, 
whether all thefe arguments were 

. not well weighed in convention. 
‘They were, fir, and with great can- 
dour. Nay, when I called to mind 
the -refpectability of thofe with 
whom I was aifociated, I almo‘t lott 
confidence in thefe principles. On 
other occafions I fhould chearfully 
haye yielded to a majority ; on this 
the fate of thoufands, yet unborn, 
enjoined me not to yteld, until I was 
convinced. , 

Again may I be afked, why the 
| mode pointed out in the conttitution 
: for its amendment, may not be a fuf- 
ficient fecurity againtt its imperfec- 
tions, without now arrefting it in its 
progrefs ?—My anfwers are, 1. 
‘That it is better to amend, while we 
have the conftitution in our power, 
while the paffions of defigning men 
are not yet enlifted, and while a bare 
majority of the ftates may amend, 
than to wait for the uncertain affent 
of three fourths of the ftates. 2. 
That a bad feature in government be- 
comes more and more fixed every 


day. 3. That frequent changes of 
a conftitution, even if practicable, 
Z ought not to be wifhed, but avoided 
as much as poflible. And 4, thatin 


the prefent cafe it may be quettion- 
able, whether, after the particular 
advantages of its operation fhall be 
difcerned, three-fourths of the ftates 
can be induced to amend. 





| Iconfefs, that it is no eafy tafk, 
\ to devife a fcheme which fhall be fuit- 
tA able to the views of all. Many ex- 
pedieats have occurred to me, but 
' none of them appear lefs exceptiona- 


ile than this, that if our convention 
fhould choofe to amend, another fe- 
deral convention be recommended ; 
that in that federal convention the 
amendments propofed by this or any 
other ftate, be difcufied ; and if in- 
eorporated in the conftitution or re- 
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jected, or if a proper number of the 
other ftates fhould be unwilling to 
accede to a fecond convention, the 
conftitution be again laid before the 
fame {tate conventions, which hall 
again affemble on the fummons of 
the executives, and it fhall be either 
wholly adopted, or wholly rejected 
without a further power of amend. 
ment. Icount fuch a delay as no. 
thing, incomparifon with fo grand 
an object ; efpecially too as the pri- 
vilege of amending mutt terminate 
after the ufe of it once. 

I fhould now conclude this letter, 
which is already too long, were it 
not incumbent on me from having 
contended for amendments, to fet 
forth the particulars, which I con- 
ceive to require correction. 1 under. 
take this with reluctance ; becaufe it 
is remote from my intentions to catch 
the prejudices or prepoffeffions of any 
man. But as I mean only to mani- 
feft, that I have not been actuated by 
caprice, and now to explain every 
objection at full length would be an 
immenfe Jabour, | fhall content my- 
felf with enumerating certain heads, 
in which the conttitution is moft re- 
pugnant to my withes. 

The two firft points are the equa- 
lity of fuffrage in the fenate, and the 
fubmiffion of commerce to a mere 
majority in the legiflature, with no 
other check than the revifion of the 
prefident. I conjeéture that neither of 
thefe things can be correéted ; and 
particularly the former ; without 
which we muit have rifen perhaps in 
diforder. 

But I am fanguine in hoping, that 
in every other juftly obnoxious 
claufe, Virginia will be feconded by 
a majority of the ftates. J] hope that 
fhe will be feconded, 1. In caufing 
all ambiguities of expreffion to be 
precifely explained : 2. In rendering 
the prefident ineligible after a given 
number of years; 3. In taking from 
him either the power of nominating 
to the judiciary offices, or of filling 
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up vacancies which therein may hap- 
) n during the recefs of the fenate, by 
pranting commiiiions which fhall ex- 
ire at the end of their next feflion: 4. 
Ja taking from him the power of par- 
Joning tor treafon, at icait before 
gnviction : 5. in drawing a line be- 

ween the powers of congrefs and 
ndividual itates ; and in defining the 


ormer, fo as to leave no clafhing of 


jurifdictions, nor dangerous difpute S: 
bid to prevent the one from being 
fwallowed up by the other, uyder th 
over of ge neral words and Kglice. 
ion: 6.10 abridging the power ot 
he fenate to make treat ies the fupreme 
Jaws of the land : 7. in providing a tri- 
bunal inftead of the fenate tor the im- 
peachment of fenators: 8. in incapa- 

itating the congrefs to determine 
their own falaries: and g. in limiting 
and defining the judicial power. 

The proper remedy muit be con- 
figned to the wifdom of the conven- 
tion: and the final ftep which Vir- 
ginia fhall purfue, if her overtures 
are difcarded, muft alfo reit with 
them. 

But as I affeét neither myftery nor 
fubtilty in politics, 1 hefitate not to 
fay, that the moft fervent prayer of 
ny foul is the eftadlithment of a 
firm, energetic government ; that th 

mott i invete rate curfe which can befal 
Us, is a diffolution of the union ; and 

that the prefent moment, if fuffered 
to pafs away unemployed, can n 
i recalled. “Thefe were my opi 
ns, while I a¢ted as a delegate ; 
hey fway me, while I fpeak as 
private citizen, I fhall the sdheee 
ing to the union, as the rock of 
our falv: ation, and urge Vi irgini a to 
faith the falutary work which the 
ow begun. And if after our beft ef- 
ts tor amendments, they cannot be 
ob baal I feruple not to declare, 
rere yrs. the advantage 
ch fuch a declaration may give to 
the enemies of my propofal) that I 
will, as an individual citizen, accept 
tie conftitution ; becaufe I wil! regu- 


i 


late myfelf by the fpirit of Ame- 
rica. 

You will excufe me, fir, for hay- 
ing been thus tedious. My feelings 
and duty demanded this expofition : 
for through no other channel could I 
refcue my omiffion to fign from mif- 
reprefentation, and in no more effec- 
tual way could exhibit to the gene- 
ral aflembly an unreferved hiftory of 
my conduct. 

I have the honour, fir, to be, with 
great refpect, 

your moft obedient fervant, 
EDMUND RANDOLPH. 
The han. the {peaker of the 
houfe of delegates. 


O:- SD]-O- 


At a meeting of a refpefable number of 
inhabitants of the county of Chowan, 
and the town of Edenton, at the 

ouri-houfe in Edenton, on the 8th 
day of November, 1787, purfuant 
to an advertife ment from their repre- 
fentatives in the gene al aff nbly— 
Thomas Benbury, ¢/7. chaletaaan 
the filliawing refilutions were unani- 
moufly agreed ta. 


ESOLVED, that in the opinion 

of this meeting, this ftate can 

have no profpect either of fecurity or 

honour, but by a firm and indiffolu- 

ble union with the other ftates in the 
confederation. 

That the benefits derived from 
union were molt remarkably and pro- 
videntially difplayed by the gloric US 
and fuccefsful termination of a war, 
in which we were for a long time 
very unequally engaged, and have 
been no lefs apparent from the ftate 
of anarchy, diftrefS and difhonour, 
to which we have been expofed fince 
the peace, for want of acontinental 
government of fufficient energy to 
anfwer all the purpofes for which 
our confederation can be of any real 
ufe to us. 

‘That in our prefent fituation, con- 
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grefs being without either money, 
credit or refources, (for the volun- 
tary and unanimous concurrence of 
thirteen ftates in any one meature, 
we are now convinced, is a futile de- 
pendence) it is full time, if we mean 
to be a united people, to eitadlith 
fuch a government as can keep us to- 
gether, otherwife that independence, 
which we have obtained fo hardly, 
and prize fo much, will pafs away 
like a thadow, and we fhail be num- 
bered among the vifionary and un- 
happy of mankind. 

‘That fuch being our fituation, and 
when we had almott defpaired of any 
material and honourable change, we 
view with admiration and gratitude, 
a fyitem formed by the unanimous 
eoncurrence of twelve ftates, which, 
magnanimoufly difdaining petty 
eompetitions of local and private in- 
terefts, embraced with patriotic ar- 
dour, the great obje¢t of an united 
government, calculated, (to ufe their 
ewn excellent words) to eitablith juf- 
tice, infure dometlic tranquility, 
provide for the common defence, 
promote the general welfare, and fe- 
eure the bleflings of liberty to our- 
felves and our potterity. 

That amidft other circumftances 
which fill our hearts with joy on this 
important occafion, we cannot con- 
fider with indifference the diftin- 
guifhed part which our immortal ge- 
neral has taken in this great work, 
calculated to complete the happinefs 
of which he laid the foundation ; and 
we confider it as an act of provi- 
dence, for which we ought to be 
particularly thankful, that he ex- 
tended to fo late a period the valua- 
ble life of that venerable man, dr. 
Franklin, whofe wifdom, fortitude, 
and perfeverance had fo great a fhare 
in ettablifhing the peace and inde- 
pendence of our country. 

That it is in vain for us to expeét 
for any abler affiftance than that given 
by thofe and other illuftrious charac- 
ters in the late convention, whofe de- 


liberations appear to have been con, 
du¢ted with a degree of temper and 
afliduity fuited to the difficult tak 
they were engaged in: and therefore 
we think every hour of delay, in car. 
rying their propofitions into effed, 
is unaeceilary for any good purpof; 
and by continuing the prefent evils 
of imbecility, anarchy, and national 
difhonour, may endanger the lofs of 
all thofe bleffings, for the fake of 
which any government can be of the 
leatt ufe, and a free government mut 
be of the greateft. 

Refolved, therefore, that this meet. 
ing do earneftly defire that their 
meinbers for this town and county, 
do ufe their utmoft efforts to obtain 
a refolution of the general aflembly, 
appointing the choice and meeting of 
reprefentatives of the people, ina 
convention, purfuant to the recom. 
mendation of the late convention 
held at Philadelphia, in order to dee 
liberate on the new conttitution pro. 
pofed ; and that the time of holding 
the faid convention be appointed on 
as early a day as poffible. 

Refolved, alfo, that this meeting 
entertain a very grateful fenfe of the 
eminent fervices rendered to this 
ftate by its delegates in the late con- 
vention ; and are in particular oblig. 
ed to dr. Williamfon for the able 
and ufeful information he has this 
day given on the fubject of the new 
conftitution propofed. 


By order of the meeting, 
(figned) 
THOMAS BENBURY, Ch. 


“>: Da 
Edenton, November 12, 178} 
Addrefs of the grand jury of Edenton 
\ X JE, the grand jury for the dif- 
trict of Edenton confidering 
the prefent as a very important crifis 
in the affairs of America, and being 
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ply feniible of the neceflity of a 
and lafting union among the 
merican ftates, to infure the com- 
on fafety and iiberty of all, hope 
will not be deemed prefuming in 
, that we take this occafion to ex- 
{sour fentiments on the fubject of 
new conftitution, propofed by 
late refpe€table convention. We 
lieve none can be fo ignorant as 
ptto know, and we hope tew are fo 
feeling as not to regret, the dif- 
dered and diftraéted {tate in which 
» affairs of the union have been-for 
long time patt. No fooner was 
e danger of a common enemy re- 
poved, than the ftates immediately 
tached themfelves from the general 
oncerns of the whole, as if our fu- 
re fate was out of the power of 
ortune. ‘The confequence has been, 
wr public debts unpaid, the treaty 
f peace unfulfilled on both fides, our 
lommerce at the very verge of ruin, 
d all private induftry at a ftand, 
or want of an united vigorous go- 
emment. Quotas demanded which 
ecan never pay, and congrefspre- 
erving merely the fhadow of autho- 
ity, without poflefling one fubftan- 
fal property of power. Thefe evils 
i@ated the neceflity of a change, 
nd the fame happy expedient of an 
nion of councils, which formed the 
onfederation, was adopted to reme- 
y its defeéts. Experience had 
ointed thefe out, and we believe it 
ould be difficult to draw together 
any country, 2 body of abler men 
han the perfons appointed on this 
portant occafion. ‘They were not 
aly able men, but entitled to the 
ighet confidence which can be be- 
owed by any people upon illuftrious 
d fuccefsful leaders : and the fame 
patriotifm of charaéter which former- 
Vditinguifhed fo many of them in 
he moft trying fcenes, was vifible in 
t anxious and deep attention they 
ployed on this momentous fubject. 
work coming from fuch men, af- 
fach long deliberation, is enti- 
Vol, Il. No, I 


tled to the outmot re(pect, efpecially, 
as all the ftates aflemoled were una- 
nimous, a circumftance that ftrongly 
fhews the purity of their intentions, 
their fenfe of the abfolute neceffity 
that a new conftitution fhould be im- 
mediately formed, and that little fub- 
ordinate attentions to local iate- 
refts, ought to give way to the great 
obj-ct of the general good. ‘There 
is nothing we hold in greater dif- 
dain, nor is there any thing more 
inconfiftent with common prudence, 
as well as the moft ordinary fhare of 
public fpirit, than that we fhould ca- 
vil about trifles when our all is at 
ftake ; that we thould flight the pre- 
fegt favourable opportunity, which 
may be the only one we may ever 
enjoy, to eltablith a free and energe- 
tic government, when we now lie at 
the mercy of the moft inconfiderable 
enemy, and have an union in no- 
thing but inname. We admire in 
the new conilitution, a proper jea- 
loufy of liberty mixed with a due re- 
gard to the neceflity of a ftrong au- 
thoritative government. Such a one 
is as requifite for a confederated, as 
for a fingle government, fince it 
would not be more ridiculous or fu- 
tile for our own affembly to depend 
for a fanétion to its laws on an una- 
nimous concurrence of all the coun- 
ties in the ftate, than for congrefs to 
depend for any neceffary exertion of 
power on the unanimous concurrence 
of all the ftates in the union. One 
weak, corrupted, or unprincipled 
ftate might in fuch a cafe deftroy the 
whole. ‘This evil, the effect of 
which we have already felt, is, in our 
opinion, happily remedied by the 
conftitution propofed, with an ad- 
fers in addition, of a popular 
reprefentative of the = at large 
accompanied with ufetul checks to 
guard againft poflible abufes. It is 
alfo a part of the conftitution that we 
obferve with particular pleafure, that 
nine ftates may at any time make al- 
terations, fo that any changes, which 
kK 
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experience may point out, can be made 
without the danger of fuch calamities 
as are incident upon changes of 
vernment in all other countries, 
where they can be only brought 
about by a civil war. Nor can we 
avoid dwelling with delight upon 
thofe many provifions, calculated to 
make us as much one people as pofli- 
ble, and to imprefs upon the minds 
of ali, that ufeful and important 
truth, that our ftrength confiits in 
union, and nothing can hurt us but 
divifion. May this great truth, fo 
important for us, fo formidable to 
our enemies, reft upon the minds of 
all well withers to their country, as 
the watch-word of American liberty 
and fafety! The various attempts 
that were made to divide us during 
the war, and the danger of fimilar 
efforts being ufed on Se prefent oc- 
cafion to make us diftruft our beft 
and ableft characters, ought to put us 
upon our guard that we may not fuf- 
fer ourfelves to be the dupes of an 
infidious policy working for our def- 
truétion. But we truft in God, that 
the fame all-powerful providence, 
which has hitherto fo wonderfully 
preferved us, will ftill continue to 
prote& us from the machinations of 
all our enemies, internal and exter- 
nal; and that by a wife ufe of the 
vaft advantages in our poffefiion, this 
country may become, as it feems def- 
tined to be, an afylum for all the 
opprefied upon the globe. 
entertaining thefe fentiments, 
which the warmth of our feelings 
hath carried to a greater length than 
we intended, we moft earnettly with 
that the general aflembly may ap- 
point the meeting of aconvention on as 
early aday as poffible, that no re- 
proach of unneceflary delay may lie 
on us, when, in all human probabi- 
lity, upon our fpeedy adoption or 
rejection of this conititution it may 
depend, whether we fhall be truly a 
nation happy in ourfelves, and re- 
{pected by the reft of mankind, or an 
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inconfiderable fcattered people, ty 
petually driving to and bo, 1n fear 
of a Lage which never can ly 
found ; amufing ourfelves with yj 
onary ideas, m he we might be ¢; 
joying real bleflings, and at leng 
doomed to feel the curfe of all 4 
man difcontent, the confcioufne 
that by rejeéting the means projj 
dence hath a in Our power, weh 











become both wretched and contem 
tible. 

Wm. Bennet, foreman, F. Broke, 
C. Clark, F. Rifcoe, 
T. Taylr, L. Lewis, 
Tf. Frrzel, Tt. Weed, 
A. Norfireet, RK. Gray, 
W. Righton, E. Moore, 
F. Toms, F. Perry, 
J. Horne, H., Hill, 
R. Boyd, E. Cook, 
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At a meeting of fundry refpeEtable inh 
bitants of the county of Northamptm, 
held at Eafton, the 20th day of Dr. 
cember, 1787, Alexander Patterfn, 
efg. in the chair. 


HE meeting took into confide. ever 
ration the report made to thi to it 
people of this county by their depu. JM and 
ties to the ftate convention. Where. J tvo 
upon, depu 
Refolved unanimoufly, firft, Tha Hi 9 ' 
we highly approve of the conduttof MM by 
our deputies in affenting to and rati- HH this 
fying the conttitution of the united Hi mo! 
ftates, as propofed by the late federal 1 
convention. Gul 
Second, That the chairman be re. HH the 
quefted to return our hearty thanks MH ne: 
to the faid deputies, for their patriot- 
ifm, public fpirit, and faithful dif Hi po! 
charge of their duty, as reprefenta 3 40 
tives of this county. wa 
Third, That their rt, together an 
with thefe refobonlondsl tranfmitted 
by the chairman to Philadelphia, for Hi ¥! 
publication. ai 
Signed, by order of the meeting, th 
ALEX. PATTERSON, Ch. Bt 
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apeprt of the deputies of Northamp- 


jon county, in the late convention of 


the flate of Pennfylvania, 
viends and fellow citizens of North- 


ampton county, 


HE reprefentatives of this coun- 
ty in the late convention of 
his tate think it their duty, as fer- 
ants of the public, to lay before 
vou, their conitituents, the refult of 
ir deliberations upon the new 
ontitution for the united ftates, 
ubmitted to their confideration by a 
refolve of the legiflature for calling 
{tate convention. 
The debates at large we have rea- 
fon to expect will be publifhed, 
wherein thofe, whofe inclination 
may lead them to it, will find a de- 
tail of all the arguments made ufe of 
either for or againft the adoption of 
the conftitution. Our intention, 
therefore, is not to enter fully into 
an inveftigation of the compenent 
parts of it, but only to inform our 
conttituents that ic has beeen care- 
fully examined in all its parts ; that 
every objection that could be offered 
to it has been heard and attended to ; 
and that upon mature deliberation, 
two thirds of the whole number of 
deputies from the city and counties 
in this ftate have, in the name and 
by the authority of the people of 
this ftate, fully ratified ic, upon the 
molt clear conviétion, 

it. Thac the ftate of America re- 
quired a concentration and union of 
the powers of government for ail ge- 
neral purpofes of the united ftates. 

adly. ‘That the conititation pro- 
pofed by the late convention of the 
united ftates, held at Philadelphia, 
was the bett form thatcould be devited 
and agreed upon. 

jdly. That fuch a conttitution 
willeaable the reprefentatives of the 
different itates in the union to reftore 
the commerce of all the ftates in ge- 
teral, and this in particular, to its 


former profperity. 
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4thly. That by a diminution of 
taxes upon real eftates, agriculture 
may be encouraged, and the prices of 
lands, which have of late greatly de- 
clined, will be increafed to their for- 
mer value, 

sthly. That by impofing duties 
on foreign luxuries, not only arts 
and manufactures will be encouraged 
in our Own country ; but the public 
creditors of this ftate and the united 
ftates will be rendered fecure in their 
demands, without any perceptible 
burden on the people. : 

6thly. That all difputes which 
might ctherwife arife, concerning 
territory or jurildiction, between 
neighbouring ftates, will be fettled 
in the ordinary mode of diftributing 
juftice, without war or bloodfhed. 

athly. That the fupport of go- 
vernment will be lefs expenfive en 
under the prefent conftitutions of the 
different {tates, 

8thly. ‘That all partial laws of any 
particular ftate for the defeating con- 
tracts between parties, or rendering 
the compliance therewith on one part 
eafier than was originally intended, 
and fraudulent to the other party, are 
effectually provided againit, by a 

rohibition of paper money and ten- 
ee laws. And " : 

gthly. That peace, liberty and 
fafety, the great objects for which 
the late united colonies, now free in- 
dependent ftates, expended fo much 
blood and treafure, can only be fe- 
cured by fuch an union ef interefts as 
this conttitution has provided for. 

In full confidence that our unant- 
mous conviction and concurrence in 
favour of this conititution will meet 
the entire approbation of our coniti- 
tueats, the freemen and citizens of 
this county, we have the honour to 
fubfcribe ourfelves, their devoted fer- 
vants, 


John Arndt, 
Eafton, Dec. 20, Stephen Ballirt, 
Yeepb Hrjeheld, 
David Defbler, 


1787. 
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RESOLUTIONS of the trade/men of 
the town of Bofton. 


Bofton, January 7» 1788. 
7 a. fome perfons, in- 


tending to injure the repu- 
tation of the tradefmen of this town, 
have aflerted, that they were unfriend- 
ly and adverfe to the adoption of the 
conftitution of the united fiates of 
America, as propofed on the 17th 
tember laft, by the convention of 
the united ftates ailembled in Philadel- 
hia. Therefore, to manifeft the falfe- 
100d of fuch affertions, and to difco- 
ver tothe world our fentiments of 
the propofed frame of government, 
Be it RESOLVED, 

1. THAT fuch affertions are falfe 
and groundie‘s ; and it is the fenfe of 
this body, that all thofe, who pro- 
pagate fuch reports, have no other 
view than the injury of our reputa- 
tion, or the attainment of their own 
wicked purpofes, on bafe and falfe 
grounds. 

2. THAT in the judgment of this 
body, the propofed frame of govern- 
ment is well calculated to fecure the 
liberties, protect the property, and 
guard the rights of the citizens of A- 
merica ; and it is our warmett with 
and prayer that the fame fhould be 
adopted by this commonwealth. 

3- THAT it is our opinion, if 
faid conititution fhould be adopted 
by the united ftates of America, trade 
and navigation will revive and in- 
creale, employ and fubfiitence will 
be afforded to many of our townfmen, 
who are now fuffering for want of 
the neceflaries of life ; that it will 
promote indultry and morality ; render 
us refpectable asa nation ; and procure 
usall the bleffings to which we are en- 
titled from the natural wealth of our 
country, our capacity for improve- 
ment, from our induftry, our freedom 
and independence. 

4- THAT it is the fenfe of this 
body, that if the propofed frame of 
government fhould is rejected, the 


{mall remains of commerce yet 
us, will be annihilated, the varic 
trades and handicratts dependent the 
on, muit decay ; our poor will be is 
creafed, and many of our worthy a 
ikilful mechanics compelled to fee 
employ and fubfiitence in flraag 
lands. 

5- THAT, in the late eleétion 
delegates to reprefent this town ; 
convention, it was our defign, and [in 
the opinion of this body, the defiyy 
of every good man in town, tociet 
fuch men, and fuch only, as woul 
exert their utmoft ability to promo 
the adoption of the propofed fram 
of government in all its parts, wit 
out any conditions, pretended amend. 
ments, or alterations whatever : a 
that fuch, and fuch only, will truly 
reprefent the feelings, withes, and 
detires of their conftituents : and if 
any of the delegates of this town 
fhould oppofe the adoption of fad 
frame ot government in grofs, o 
under pretence of making amend. 
ments, or alterations of any kind, o: 
of annexing conditions to their x- 
ceptance, fuch delegate or delegates 
will aét contrary to the beft intereits 
the ftrongeft feelings, and warmet 
withes of the trade{men of the town 
of Bofton. 

JOHN LUCAS, per order, 
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Extra of a letter from bis exceliery 
general Wajfbington, to a friend 
Fredericfourgh, 


o I Thank you for your kind con- 

ratulation on my fate retura 
from the convention, and am pleafed 
that the proceedings of it have met 
your approbation.—My decided o 
pinion of the inatter is, that there 
no alternative between the adoption 
of it and anarchy. If one tate 
(however important it may concet¢ 
itfelf to be) or a minority of them, 
fhould fuppofe that they can distat 
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a conftiturion to the union (unlefs 
they have the pawer of applying the 
gliima ratio to good effect) they will 
fod themfeives deceived. Ail the 
oppofition to it that I have yet feen, 
js, 1 muit coafel,, addrefled more to 
the paiiions than to reafon ; and 
dear 1 am, if another federal con- 
yeation is attempted, that the fenti- 
ments of the membeis will be more 
difcordant, or iefs accommodating 
than the laft. In fae, they will agree 
upon no geacral plan. General go- 
vernment ts now fufpended by a 
thread. 1 might go further, and fay, 
it is really at anend, and what will 
be the confequence of a truitlefs at- 
tempt to amend the one which is of- 
fered, before it is tried, or of the 
delay from the attempt, does not in 
my judgment need tue gift of pro- 
phecy so predict. 

“Tam nota blind admirer (for 
1 faw the imperfections of the 
conftitation I aided in the birth of 
before it was handed to the public) : 
but | am fully perfuaded it is the bet 
that can be obtained at this time ; 
that it 1s free from many of the im- 
perfections with which it is charged ; 
and that it, or difunion, is before us 
ty choofe from. If the firit is our 
eettion, when the defetts of it are 
experienced, a conititutional door is 
opened for amendments, and may be 
adopied in a peaceable manner, with- 
gut tumult or diforder.”” 
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Anti cucral argumicits. 
g 


Argument 1. 


. has been publifhed to the peo- 
ple, that dr. Franklin was oppof- 
tito the conftitution, and confeated 
w fign it merely as a witnefs. 
Anfwer. 

Doftor Franklin, in his fpeech, 
“agning his reafons for agreeing to 
tecoaiitution, fays, ** I hope, there- 
tore, that fur our fakes, as a part of 
te people, and for the fake of our 
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poterity, we fhall a& heartily and 
unaaunoufly in recow mending this 
conititution, wherever our influence 
may extend,” 

IL. 

It has been publiihed, that mr. Jay 
had changed his opinon, and af- 
firmed the new couilitution to be 
the mott artful trap that had ever 
been laid co caich the libeities of 
mankind, 

A fuer. 

Mr. Jay, in his letter to mr. Vauzh. 
an, ot Philadelphia, fays, ** You 
have my authority to deny the change 
of fentiment it imputes to me, and to 
declare that, in my opinion, it is ad- 
vilable for the people of America to 
adopt the conttitution propoled by 
late convention.” 

If. 

It is afferted,that mr. Elfworth, of 
CoaneSticut, withdrew from the coa- 
veation. 

[wer 

Mr. Elfworth and mr. Sherman, 
in their joint letter, enclofing the 
coaltitution to their legiilature, fay, 
** We with it mav meet the approba- 
tion of the feveral (tates, and the 
means of fecuring their rights, and 
lengtheaing out their tranquility.” 


Mr. Richard Heary Lee, in a let- 
ter to the governor of iy ce favs, 


“Te has hitherto been fuppofed a 
fandamenta!l maxim, that in govern- 
ments rightly balanced, the different 
branches of the leyiflature fhould be 
unconnected, and that the legiflative 
and executive powers, fhould be {c- 
parate.” 
Anfwer. 

In the Britith con‘titution, which 
is thought to be the beit balanced ia 
the world, the legiflative and execu- 
tive powers are not feparate. Mon. 
tefquieu, {peaking oa this fubject, 
fays, the executive power ought to 
have a fhare in the legiflature, by 
the power of rejecting ; otherwife it 
would fuon be tripped of its preso- 
gative. 
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V. 

Mr. Richard Henry Lee fays, in the 
fame publication, ‘‘ the prefident is 
for four years duration, and Vir- 
ginia (for example) has one vote of 
thirteen in the choice of him, and 
this thirteenth vote not of the peo- 
ple, but electors, two removes leas 
the people.” 

Anfewer. 

By the conftitution, the prefident 
is to be chofen by ninety-one eleétors, 
each having one vote : of this number 
Virginia has twelve, fo that, inftead 
of the thirteenth vote in the choice 
of prefident, Virginia (for example) 
has fomewhat more than an eighth. 

The conftitution alfo admits of the 
people choofing the ele¢tors, fo that 
the electors may be only one remove 
from the people. 

VI. 

It is alfo faid by mr. Richard Hen- 
ry Lee, that the people of this coun- 
try have thought a bill of rights 
neceflary to regulate the exercife of 
the great power given to their rulers, 
as appears by the various bills or de- 
clarations of rights, whereon the go- 
vernments of the greater number of 
the ftates are founded. 

Anfwer. 

Only five ftates appear, by the 
book of conftitutions, to have a bill 
of rights, which are the lefler number 
of ftates. 

0 - Seas -o~ 
Yo the hon. Richard Henry Lee, ¢/7. 
Sir, 

oe name has been given to 

the people of America, in a 
letter to the governor of Virginia, 
with a number of obfervations of the 
utmott importance to the public hap- 
pinefs. Authorized by this circum- 
ftance, and the privileges of an Ame- 
rican citizen, | have undertaken to 
addrefs you. Though my want of 
information and the neceffary talents 
may prevent my doing complete juf- 


tice to the particular point which ] 
mean to inveitigate, I promife you 
the refpeét due to your chara¢ter, and 
to_the seine 4 employments you 
have held in the fervice of our com. 
mon country. Should | fuggett to 
you or any other fellow citizen, fats 
and confiderations fufficient to re. 
move this objection to the federal 
conttitution, my withes will be ful. 
filled. At all events, however, | 
fhall avail myfelf of the attention 
which your name will infure to my 
addrefs, and will carry it, by that 
advantage, to the minds of our coun. 
trymen. 

The power of enacting commer. 
al laws by “‘ a bare majority” of th 
congreffional legiflature, appears to 
be a principal objcétion in your view 
of tie fubject ; and, if I am right 
ly informed, it is confidered in the 
fame light by the two honourable 
Virginians, who withheld their names 
from the act of the federal conven. 
tion. Such names, fir, and objeétions, 
upon fo grand a point, it is not my 
intention ta treat lightly ; yet your 
remarks muft be difpaitionately can. 
vafled, without aay undue refpeét to 
the eminent characters that fuggett ot 
fupport them. 

In order to afcertain in what man. 
ner the legiflative powers of the u 
nited ftates will be exercifed on th 
commercial fybject, it will be necel- 
fary to trace the federal legiflature u 
to its feveral fources. ou {pea 
of the fuppofed danger from this 
power of congrefs as an object of pe- 
culiar apprehenfion to the five fouth- 
ern ftates, from whence I prefuine, 
andI hope not unfairly, that you 
concur with me in confidering thei 
true interefts as decidedly agricultu- 
ral—and in believing that the 
legiflature, whether in one branch or 
in the other, fo far as it fhail be coo- 
ftituted by them, will be duly atten 
tive to the landed interefts of America, 
and cautious againft any smyjurious 
meafures which may be attempted by 
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the mercantile reprefentatives. Your 
candour will readily grant, that to 


thofe five fouthera ftates, we may add 
Delaware and New-Jerfey, two ftates 
the moft abfolutely agricultural of 
any in the union by reafon of the ad- 
jacent fituations of Philadelphia and 
New York. 

Befure we proceed to confider the 
true leading intereit, and views of 
the fix renaining members of our 
confederacy, Jet us remember, that 
upon your own ftatement, apd the 
evidence of facts, it is clearly efta- 
blihed, that in the fenate of Ameri- 
ca, we fhall always be certain of a 
majority of two devoted to her land- 
ed interefts, and in the houfe of re- 
prefentatives of a majority of three ; 
for Georgia, the Carolinas, Virgi- 
nia, Maryland, Delaware and Jer- 
fey are to fend fourteen votes to the 
fenate, which has twenty-fix mem- 
bers, and thirty-four to the federal 
houfe of reprefentatives, whofe 
whole number is fixty-five. The 
erection of Kentucke and Vermont, 
which appears certain, into indepen- 
dent governments, the increafing po- 
pulation of the weftern parts of the 
Atlantic ftates, and the eftablith- 
ment of new members of the union 
on the lands of congrefs, will all ope- 
rate to leffen the weight of the fix 
tates, in regard to which your ap- 
prehenfion exifts, and will increafe 
that preponderancy which we fee the 
other feven already poffefs. 

Let us now turn our cool, but 
tlofe, attention to thofe fix ftates, 
from whofe {uppofed views and inte- 
relts thefe apprehenfions arife. As 
Pennfylvania enjoys as great a fhare 
of foreign commerce as any one of 
the number, and as her true fituation 
is the moft minutely known to me, I 
will begin there. The city of Phi- 
ladelphia, the centre of our com- 
merce, or rather its only mart, fends 

ve members to our ftate legiflature. 

The diftri& of Southwark has al- 

Ways weight enough to nominate one 
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member of the county of Philadel- 
phia; and that part of the northern 
liberties, which joins the city, has 
always the opportunity of nominat- 
ing another county member. Thefe 
form the whole commercial reprefen- 
tation in our aflembly, upon the 
moft exaggerated ftatement. Seven 
perfons only in a houfe, which con- 
fits of fixty-nine members—a little 
more than one tenth of the body. 
‘There is not in this commonwealth, 
nor can there ever be, another fea 
port. Refiding out of Philadelphia, 
and its above appurtenances, there is 
not one merchant. But the tree is 
ever bett known by its fruits. The 
majority of the Pennfylvania mem- 
bers of congrefs, elected by the bal- 
lots of our legiflature, are not com- 
mercial men. Of our delegates for 
the latt year, and of our delegates for 
the current year, four out of five in 
each appointment have not the {mall- 
eft intereft in trade. The fifth, in 
each year, we find to be the prior of 
a refpeCtable mercantile houfe; but 
though his property in trade muft be 
very confiderable, and his commer- 
cial connexions are certainly exten- 
five, it is equally certain that his 
landed eftate, and his monies in our 
public funds, are, each, greater in 
amount than his capital in trade. It 
is alfo a well known fact, that the 
moft influential merchants of Penn- 
fylvania are very capital land-holders 
in the varions counties of this ftate, 
and of thofe adjacent, from Virginia 
te New York, inclufive. To fuch 
a degree are they connected with the 
agricultural intereft, that I will ven- 
ture to affert in this paper, which is 
to be publifhed under their eyes, that 
the property employed by them, 
(taken collectively), in every {pecies 
of commerce, is very far fhort of the 
value of their landed eftates. How 
different from thefe are the circum. 
ftances of the merchants of Holland, 
France, or even of Great Britain— 
yet how unavailing is the influence 
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of the reprefentatives of the trading 
and manufaéturing towns in that 
commercial country, when the Jand- 
ed gentlemen unite again{t them !— 
We know that on thofe. occafions, 
when contefts arife in our legiflature 
between the agricultural and com- 
mercial members, the latter are ever 
chliged to yield to the irrefiftible 
power of the landed intereit: and 
trom the conitre€ion of the houfe, 
which is truly ftated in this letter, 
as well as from the unalterable na- 
ture of things in Pennfylvania, this 
muft ever be the cafe. The ‘impor- 
tance cf our commerce is well under- 
fiond, but its moft fincere and pow- 
erful friends admit, and even ailert 
the fuperior importance of agricul- 
ture. 

Omitting, at this time, to fay any 
thing of Connetticut, k hode liland, 
and New Hamphhire, as lefs extenfive 
in commerce than New York and 
Maflachufetts, 1 will venture to af- 
firm, without detailing the fituation 
of the two latter ftates, that the com- 
parative weight of their merchants is 
very much the fame, when oppofed to 
their country gentlemen, as has been 
ftated in refpect to Pennfylvania. A 
little more cr lefs it mutt neceffarily 
be ; but the diilerence is very greatly 
in favour of their farmers—If a 
doubt can exift in regard to either of 
them, it muft be with refpeét to 
Maflachufetis : but that will vanifh, 
when we remember their great fupe- 
riority over this ftate, in a nuinber 
of free white inhabitants. 

By way of general review of this 
fubjeét, | hall give you the fubltance, 
and nearly the words, of a late publi- 
cation on “ the principles of a com- 
mercial fyftem for the united ftates, ” 
addrefied to the federal convention, 
during their late fitting, by a mer- 
chant (not a landholder) of Philadel- 
phia. 

** Jui opinions on our general af- 
fairs, muft neceffarily precede fuch a 
wife fyftem of commercial regulati- 


ons, as will extend our trade as fay 
as it can be carried, without affecting 
unfavourably our other weighty in. 
terefts, It may, theretore, be ufeful 
to take a comparative view of the 
two moft important objeéts in the 
united ftates—our agriculture and 
commerce. 

*«In a country bleffed with a fer. 
tile foil, and a climate admitting 
fteady labour, where the cheapnefs of 
land tempts the European from his 
home, and the manufa¢turer from his 
trade, we are led, by a few moments 
of refi: tion, to fix on agriculture 
as the great leading interett.  brom 
this we fhali find moft of our advan- 
tages refult, fo far as they arife from 
the nature of our affairs, and where 
they are not produced by the coecion 
of jaws : the fitheries are the prin- 
cipal exception. 

** In order to make a true efti- 
mate of the magnitude of agricul. 
ture, we muft remember, that it is 
encouraged by few or no duties on 
the importation of rival produce— 
that, with a fmall exception in fa 
vour of our fifheries, it furnifles 
outward cargoes not only for all our 
own fhips, but thofe alfo which fo- 
reign nations fend to our ports, or, 
in other words, that it pays for ail 
our importations ; that it fuppliesa 
part of the clothing of our people, 
and the food of them and their cat- 
tle ; that what is confumed at home, 
including the materials for manufac- 
turing, is four or five times the va 
lue of what is exported ; that the 
number of people employed in agn- 
culture, is at leaft nine parts in ten of 
the inhabitants of America ; thatthere- 
fore the planters and farmers form 
the body of the militia, the bulwark 
of the nation ; that the value of pro 
perty occupied by agriculture, is m4 
nifold greater than that of the pro- 
perty employed in any other way; 
that the fetrlement of our waite lancs, 
and fubdividing our improved farms, 
is every year increafing the pre-em 
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gence of the agricultural intereft ; 
that the re fources we derive from it, 
wre at all times certain and indif- 
enfibly neceflary ; and laftly, that 
the rural life promotes health and 
morality by its a¢tive eae and by 
I ping our people from. the luxu- 
ries and vices of the towns. In 
fhort, agriculture appears to be the 
fring ¢ of our commerce, and the pa- 
rent of our manuf: ctures, 

«“ The commerce of America, in- 
clu ding our exports, Imports, fhip- 

ing, “manufactures, and fitheries, 
may be properly confidered as form- 
So uninformed and 
mittaken have many of us been, that 
it has been flated as the greateit ob- 
tin our affairs, and IJ fear it is yet 
believed by fome to be the mott im- 
portant intereft of New England. 
wie from the be Ht calculations 1 have 
heen able to make, I cannot raife the 
proportio n of property, or the num- 
her of men employed in manufac- 
tates, fitheries, navigation, and 
trade, to one eighth of the property 
and peo} nle oc cupied by agricuiture, 
even in that commercial quarter of 
the union. In making this ef kiana, 
Thave deduted fomething from th 
value and population of the large 
towns, for the idle and diffipated, 
for thofe who live upon their in- 
comes, and for fupernumerary do- 
meftic fervants. But the difpropor- 
tion is much greater, taking the uni- 
on at large: tor feveral of the ftates 
have little commerce, 
fatures—others have no co 
and fearcely manutactare 
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tionable, for we have few manufac- 
tories to throw into the fcale againtt 
the landed intereft. We have in our 
lands fuil empl oyment for our pre- 
fent inhabitants; and inflead: of 
fending colonies to new difcovered 
iflands, we have adjoining tc wnthips 
and counties, whofe vacat it fie! lds a- 
wait the future increafe of our peo 


ple. 
“ Asa comparative. view of the 
importance of our various interetts, 


thus terminates in a decided and 
great fuperiority of agriculture over 
all the reft com! bined—as emigration 
and natural increafe are daily ac dding 
to the number of our planters and 
farmers—as " itates are poffefled of 
millions of vacant ocres, that court 
the cultivator’s hand—as the fettle 
ment of thefe emnemente tracts will 
greatly and fteadily increafe the ob- 
jets of taxation, ‘the refources, the 
powers of th i¢ country—as they will 
pror ean in| lerent ti eafure, of wh ich 
neither folly nor chance can deprive 
us, we fhould be careful to do no- 
thing that can in terrupt this happy 
progrefs of our affairs. But fhould we, 
froma mifconception of our true in- 
terefts, or from any other caufe, 
form a fyftem of commercial re gula- 
tions, prejudicial to this great mafs 
of property, to this great be dy of the 
people, we fhall injure our country 
during - continuance of the error, 
and muft finally adopt a plan which 
will promote that evident, mot im- 
portant, and efiential interefi—the 
agriculture of the united ftates.”’ 
Here, fir, let us paufe a moment. 
Let us confider with that candour, 
which I am fure you love, and which 
the interefting nature of the fubject 
requires, the foregoing fais and ob- 
fervations. ‘Two con clafions, it ap- 
pears to me, will inevitably refult 
from them in a mind as juft and en- 
lightened as yours; 1ft, that fince 
there is no ftate Jegiflature in our 
confederacy, wherein the landed gen- 
tlemen will not at all times form a 
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great and commanding majority, 
and as there are fome in which a 
commercial intereft is entirely un- 
known, fo there is an unqueftionable 
certainty that much the greater part 
cf the federal fenate, whom they are 
to depute, will be always attached to 
the agricultural intereft; and 2ndly, 
as there is no flate in the union in 
which the planters or farmers do not 
form an irrefittable majority of the 
peopie at large, and as there are fome 
1 «which a permanent mercantile 
houfe is not to be found, fo there is 
alfo an indubitable certainty, that 
much the greater part of the federal 
reprefentatives will be always devot- 
ed to the landed intereft of the united 
itates. 

But, fir, let us proceed to your 
next difficulty on this point. You 
afk, how are you to build fhips in 
your commonwealth, and from 
whence are you to procure feamen ? 
I will venture to promife you as ma- 
ny Virginia built fhips as yon can 
profitably employ, on as low terms 
as they can be built in Philadelphia 
or New York. ‘There is nothing in 
our commerce more certain; and the 
merchants of this city know it from 
the experience of real facts. The 
port of Philadelphia has ever had, 
among the vetlels belonging to it, 
great numbers built in the other 
fates, the fouthern as well as the 
northern. In regard to feamen, 
Pennfylvania has few natives in that 
line. Certain employment, and a 
little higher wages, will draw them 
to Virginia from New England, the 
Weit Indies, and Europe, as they 
have always drawn them to Philadel- 
shia. 

With refpect to the fhipping of 
America, 1 am very doubtful whe- 
ther the merchants of thofe ftates, 
that have not large and valuable ex- 
ports, will continue to own veflels in 
any great numbers. Many will, no 
doubt, be built there ; but when our 
country and our commerce are once 


more brought to order, the mer. 
chants refiding at the great fcenes of 
export, will find it profitable and con. 
venient to purchafe or build fhips, 
by which the northern owner will be 
fo far interfered with. I will vep. 
ture, therefore, to predi€t, that how. 
ever cheap veflels may be hereafter in 
New England, there will be many 
buiit on the waters of the Chefapeak, 
and very many owned by the mer. 
chants refiding on them. Already is 
the matter arrived to fuch a point, 
that few men defire to be the perma. 
nent owners of vefiels in the New 
England ftates. ‘That country ha 
been much deceived by looking to 
the example of Holland, to produce 
whofe commercial aggrandizement 
many circumftances confpired, that 
do not exift at this time, and which 
can never take place in America 
That province was an afylum of re. 
ligious liberty, or at leaft of tolera. 
tion, for the opprefied people of the 
furrounding nations, a point on 
which all our ftates muft be happy 
and equal, as long as no religious 
teft is neceflary to a fhare in our fe. 
deral government. Holland was alfo 
an afylum of political liberty, in re- 
gard to which the fouthern fates 
will be on a footing with the north. 
ern. The Dutch lived amongft fur. 
rounding nations, who, in the early 
days of their republic, paid no r- 
gard to commerce ; whereas every 
{tate in America views it with a 
eager, defiring eye, and purfues it to 
the utmoit of her power. And laitly, 
the Dutch provinces had, by various 
means, amafled fo large a monied 
capital, and obtained fuch a — 
in regard to foreign colonies, necel- 
fary in the European trade, before 
the importance of commerce was dil- 
covered by their neighbours, that it 
was impoffible to contend with the 
mighty force of the firft, or to de- 
prive them of their ftrong hold of 
the laft. This you know, fir, was 
the fituation of Holland ; but in the 
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afairs of the united ftates, foreign 
colonies, fubfervient to commerce, 
mutt for a long time remain not 
even a matter of expectation or de- 
fire; and if ever the time fhall arrive 
when the American cenfederacy will 
ollefs fuch dependencies, they muit 
” equally acceffible to the vettels of 
the fouthern ftates, and to thofe of 
the northern. With refpect to a 
owerful monied capital, the value 
of their produétions muft, with the 
{ame republican habits and manners, 
give our fouthern citizens a decided 
{uperiority over their northern bre- 
then. 

Che tteady and unalterable courfe 
ef events is daily increafing the 
weight of agriculture, and of the 
fouthern ftates. If we caft our eyes 
upon a map of America, we fhall in- 
ftantly perceive, that even the unfet- 
tled paris of Virginia, the Carolinas, 
and Georgia, greatly exceed the 
whole country of New England. 
Emigration to the eaftern ftates ne- 
ver takes place, but from thence it 
conttantly does; and will keep down 
their numbers ; while, by that very 
circumftance, as well as by emigra- 
tion from Europe, will the people of 
the weftern and fouthern country 
increafe and multiply, carrying an- 
nually to a greater degree the ef- 
tablifhed preponderancy of agricul- 
ture, and throwing {till greater 
weight into the fouthern f{cale. 

The apprehenfions you entertain, 
concerning the interference of the 
commercial with the agricultural in- 
terefts of the united fates, ought not 
to have been referved. I rejoice at 
your explicit declaration of them, 
becaufe I hope it may lead thofe, 
whofe particular duty it is, to give 
the fubjeét a thorough inveltigation, 
which { confidently truft will termi- 


nate in the total diflipation of their . 


fears, 
I have the honour to be, 
with very great refpect, &c. 
An AMERICAN, 


Law cafe.—Court of common pleas, 
Charl cfm. 


Saunders verfus Brijtane. 


N the 25th of May 1785, came 

On in the court of common 

leas in Charlefton, a fpecial a¢ion 
Ceeie at the inftance of mrs. Ann 
Saunders, againft mr. Brifhane, the- 
riff to the board of police held in that 
city in Britifh times. ‘I he cafe ap- 
peared to be, that mrs. Saunders 
fold three negroes to a mr. Lahifie 
for upwards of so0l. ‘This fum be- 
ing reduced (according to the then 
feale of depreciation} to fomething 
about rool. tterling, a bond was gi- 
ven fos the amount. To enforce the 
payment of intereit, the plaintitf was 
obliged to have recourfe to the board 
of police, in which court fhe obtain- 
ed a judgment againft mr. Lahiffe tor 
gl. 16s. ‘Vhis judgment was given 
to the fheriff, by authority of which 
he feized upon a negro of mr. 
Lahiffe ; but the plaintif having no 
other intention in inilituting the 
{uit than to ttay property, exprefsly 
enjoined the fheriiF not to proceed to 
fale. This order he did not think 
proper to comply with, and fold a 
valuable negro, for the low price of 
27 guineas. In1784, mrs. Saunders, 
being ignorant of the fale, brought 
a fecond action againtt mr. Lahiffe in 
the court of common pleas, when 
Lahiffe proved the great injury done 
to him by this fale, and pleaded, that 
altho’ the negro had been fold under 
the order of the board of police, at 
a far inferior price to his valus, yet 
that he fhould be allowed to difcount 
his full worth on the bond given to 
mrs. Saunders. Of this opinion 
were the jury, and ettimated his 
worth at jol. ‘Ihe balance in fa- 
vour of the plaintiif then was five 
pounds, for which fam they gave a 
verdict. In this diftretling tituation, 
mrs. Saunders had no remedy left but 
the prefent action, Mr. Attorney 
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General, as counfel for the defendant, 
contended that it was arule in law 


that a man who received money tor 
another could not be called upon tor 
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£6 Letter on the 


nents to mention any at, which 
could juitify fuch a proceeding, un- 
der any enquiry—and the more fo, 
as there was no legal proof of even 
fuficient ground for fufpicion of 
mifconduét in mr. Hay. 

Judge Buller, in his charge to the 
jury, faid it admitted of no difpute, 
but chat the defendant was inveited, 
by his commiffion, with powers as 
well civil as military, but confidered 
it at the fame time equally evident, 
that in the prefent tranfaétion he act- 
ed folely in his civil capacity. He 
was equally fenfible, that there was 
no law which could juftify fuch a 
ecommitmentas that which affected the 
plaintiff; nor was the defendant, in 
his civil capacity, admitted to re- 
ceive any other fufpicion to juftify a 
commitment, but what was givea on 
oath—a requifite, which, in this 
cafe, was wholly difpenfed with. The 
only queftion, then, for the jury, 
was, whether the ground was laid 
ftrong ; which, after recapitulating 
the various points of evidence, ap- 
peared to him by no means to be the 
cafe. He recommended, notwith- 
ftanding, that the jury might take 
into their confideration, the motives 
on which the general acted, which 
certainly were good ones; and, 
therefore, without confidering whe- 
ther he had any chance of being re- 
imburfed by the public or not, they 
fhould pay fome attention to his mo- 
tives, in the damages they might a- 
ward, fhould they give a verdict for 
the plaintiff. 

The jury, after a little confidera- 
tion, gave a verdict of 2001. dama- 
ges, againit the defendant. 
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Letter on the culture of filk. 


{0 the editar of the Mufeum, 


] Am not a little pleafed, fir, to 
perceive the public attention 


culture of filk. 

° ma ACCOMN 
turned towards the increafe of oy saekil 
manufactures, and efpecially to lean ats di 
what noble efforts are about to ah ) 
made in Conneéticut * for the refyy. hew’'i 


rection and multiplication of fix, 
Your correfpondent very juftly ob. 
ferves that it is a moft capital ob. om Fur 
ject. A former governor of Conf. | 
necticut clothed himfelf and his 4. 

mily in filk, produced at home, Of fun 
Georgia reckons it one of her ftepis Hine ditto 
commodities, and that the mide My ditto. 
tates are fit for it, is abundantly Df John 
proved by the enclofed authentic |i? hia ec 
of cocoons, created merely by the fTohn 
exertion of found fenfe in individuals, MBs Edwa 
unaided by any public co-operation, f Jofept 
which I fend to be recorded in your Of Mote 
ufeful ar Other articles elon 
meriting ferious regard, are the cul. "ae 


mee age se f Jame: 
tivation, in large quantities, of the MBe Rach: 
myrtle wax fhrub (myrica cerifera Hips Grace 
foitis lanceolatis fubferratis caule a Mins Rhod 
borefcente) fo fuitable to the fandy € Thor 
grounds of New Jerfey. Bees wax, Mos Willi 
too, might, without much trouble i f John. 


or expence, be made a confiderable f Mary 
head of exportation, now the m: Mos Grae 
thod is known of taking honey with: MOF Ifyac 
out killing the bees. Indigo, the fElizal 
richelt gem of Carolina, fuccee’s HB Q¢ Sarah 
well in Jerfey and Pennfylvania, and f Mary 
even grows fpontancoufly. Cotton Hoe pyj;791 
ripens there fufficiently, and is eafily Host ynd 
cuitivated. .Foreign fheep ought to Of Adar 
be procured to improve the prefest oe Henr 
breed. ‘The Ancona hemp, or rather Hoe ayio 
a tall ftrong flax, is reported as fupe- Ho Mat 
rior to any other fort, Our farmers Boe jo¢ 
fhould introduce foreign graiies, fuch MiB o¢ S,-} 
as fainfoin for light fandy lands, lu- BRo¢ \far 

cerne for rich foils ; and it is high BiB y. m 
time to abandon the unprofitabe Bio: — | 
practice of fallowing their fields, or BBB (s Senet 












letting them lie idle for three of BB O¢ Samy 
four years. Of John 
NOTE, Qf Hette 


* See American Mofeum, fer 
OStober, 1787, page 354— 
355+ 

































n account of the cocoons (or falk balls ) 
purchafed at the filature on Philadel- 
phia during the fummer of the year 
1771, taken from the original laid 
befare the affembly of New Ferfey, 


by the managers, in December, 1771. 


rom June 25th, to Fuly 3d, 1771. 


“OM 

fh 1b, ox. 
ne. Me Of fundry perfons, a «68 
apt BEDS ditto, 29 
dc Df ditto II 12 
ntly Df John Roberts, Philadel- | 
‘Tt phia county, 2 12 
tie f John Burgefs, Bucks, 13 


iis, MDs Edward Gibbs, Jerfev, 27. 4 
100, MMDE Jofeph Lippincott, Jerfey, 6 1 
‘Our BROS Moles Patterfon, Kent on 

cls Hi Delaware, 40 

Cu BOF James Barns, Bucks co. 10 

Me Of Rachael Perry, do, 24 8 
tera BO fGrace Beale, Chefter co. 4 1 
ai f Rhoda Hibbert, Jerfey, 2 

ndy f Thomas Dutton, do, 21 9g 
vax, f William Hall, Philadel. 10 

© BOF John Bigonie, Philad.co. 52 2 
able MOF Mary Parker, Darby, 10 

"+ BOF Grace Fith, Jerfey, 44 

1+ BOF Ifaac Hornor, do, I 


on 


 BBOfElizabeth Atkinfon, Jerf. 25 13 
nr fSarah Bifpham, ditto, 61 8 

aud Bf Mary Pearfon, Darby, 21 
HON BOF Elizabeth Peacock, Jerf. 7 8 
ily {Lyndon Brown,Bucks co. 15 2 
: © BOF Adam Luz, Philadel. 4 
ee Of Henry Clemens, Jerfey, 3 6 
net BBOf Abigail Davis, Chefter, 3 3 
1 BBOf Mary Pearfon, Daby, 30 12 
eS BBOf Jof. Morgan, Penfaukin,02 4 

o OfSarah Fordam, Darby, 6 
oh Of Mary Branfon, Jerfey, 13 3 
K Of Aquilla Jones, ditto, 23. «8 
© BOF Ann Cole, ditto, 35 +8 
 F BBOF Seneka Lucan, Phil.co. 39 8 
Of BB Of Samuel Davis, Lancafter, 7 8 
Of John Afbridge, ditto, 75 10 
Of Hefter Johns, Jerfey, 4 8 

for 

$17 15 


Letter on the cultnre of fh. 8] 


Purchafed from Fuly 4th, to July roth, 
17716 
lb. ox. 
Of John Shivers, Jerfey, 10 
Of Mary Wood, Jerfey 29 
Of Ann Cochran, Darby, 25 12 
Of Mary Longitreath, Phi.c. 17 
Of Rebecca Worrel, Philad. 6 
Of Mary Lufh, Philadel. 29 
Of Rachael Hays, Darby, 13 12 
Of Mary Ofler, Jerfey, 6 8 
Of Jas. Millhoufe, Chefterc. 52 
Of Eliz. Roberts, Philad. c. 1 
Of Sarah Roberts, ditto, 7 
Of Ifaac Newton, Jerfey, 4 10 
Of Hannah Ferimore, Jerfey, 8 8 
Of Caleb Johnfon, Lacatter, 44 4 
Of Mary Shoemaker, Phila. 14 6 


~ Of Hannah Brown, Jerfey, 14 


Of Robert Carle, Pennfylva. 2 12 
Of Mary Richarfon, ditto, 3 41 
Of Elizabeth Patton, ditto, 23 
Of Titus Fell, Bucks county, g6 


Of Eliz. Roberts, Philad.co. 1 8 
Of Ann Davis, Chefter co. 2 15 
Of Elizabeth Bonfal, ditto, 7 

Of Mary Davis, ditto, 2 4 


Of Sarah Dicks, ditto, 47 10 
Of John Etwine, North- 
ampton county, 110 


Of Francis Miller,Phila.co. 13 13 
580 7 
From Fuly 11th, to the 18th, 1771. 


Ib. oz. 
Of Catharine Evans, Che- 
fter county, 14 
Of William Henry, Lan- 
cafter, 16 
Of Mary Jones, Chefter co. 1g 12 
Of Prifcilla Fentham, Ma- 


ryland, 27 

Of Mary Luft, 5 
Of Frederic Walper, 4 

Of Jofeph Fither 2 
OF Jacob Myers, 3 10 
Of Benjamin Leghman, 9 
gs 18 














— 





8s Letter on the culture of foie. 
to Fuly 24th, 1771. 
lb. 0%. 


From Fuly 18, 


Of William Henry, Lan- 
catfter, I 

Of fundry perfons, ” 

Of Sarah Wilfon, Philadel. 3 

Of Ifaac Whitlock, Lancaf. 4 

Of Sarah Dutten, Phil. co. 10 

Of Jane Davis, Chefter, 28 12 





Of lacob Worral, do. 2 

Of Mary Thorn, Jerfey, 67 13 

Of Anna Wetheriil, Jerfey, 4 8 

Of Marmaduke Watfon, 33 

Of Margaret Reiley, Cheft. 11 10 
174 10 


From July 25th, to Auguft if. 1771. 


lo. ox. 
Of Jofeph Lippincott, 
erfey 9 4 
Of Edward Siddon, do. 12 2 
Of John Hoops, Chette r, 23 
Of ifaac Evans, Jerfey, 2 32 
Of Henry Thomas, Chefter, 8 





472 


From Auguft 8th, tothe 15th 1771. 
1b. Oe 
Of Nicholas Garrifon, 
Northampton county, 41 8 





Purchafed from June25, /+. oz. 
to July 3, 1771- 817 15 
From July 4, to July 10, 580 7 
From july 11, to 18, 92 10 
From 18 to 24, 174 10 
From 25, to Auguft 1, 47 2 
From Auguft 8, to Aug. 15, jo 41 g 


Total, $4 4 


The whole quantity of cocoons 
brought to the ‘filature, was about 
2300 Ib. upwards of 1700 1b. were 
bought by the managers, the reit 
were reeled for the owners. 619 Ib 


of the 1700 Ib. were raifed in New Je, 


fey, and the proprietors of them, j, 
common with thofe raifedin Pe nnfil 
vania, by way of encouragement, ; 
ceived at leaft one fifth more tho 
the real value. Befides this, ty 
ifths of all the premiums paid by thy 
managers, were to perfons in New 
Jerfev. Thefe expences, togethe 
with furnifhing the filature with pro. 
per uteniils, ween.) reclers at very 
high wages, to teach others, and fuch 
accidents and difappointments as ax 
— to all new undertaking, 
have fo diminifhed their capital, t 
the managers found it neceffary t) 
peticion: the afle mbly of i Pennfylvani 
in September laft, for their aid and 
encouragement ; but, as it was neir 
the end of the year, that affem 
could do no more than, ‘re comma 
*‘ it to the particular notice of the 
** fucceeding aflembly as a matter of 
** very great confequence to the ir 
* tereft of this province.” 

The prefent afiembly has not yet 
met to do bufinefs, but the managen 
cannot doubt of a hearty difpotit " 
in the houfe to patronize the cul. 
ture of filk in Pennfylvania, as that 
is all which can be expected from 
meg ; and the managers’ funds being 

90 fmall to grant either bounty ot 
Souniems another year—therefore, 
thefe facts are refpecifully fubmitted 
to the confideration of the legiflature 
of New Jerfey, hoping, fo public 
fpirited a defign will meet with fuck 
encouragement in aay Sy ab 


the trials already made, feem to war 
rant. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 9, 1771- 


Sioned, 

Francis Allifon, 
Charles More, 
Benjamin Morgan, 
Edzward Peningtou, 
L/ we Bartram, 
Robert Strettel fones, 
Samuel Mile:, 

T hom: mas é — 
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Many cocoons were alfo raifed 
and ufed in private families, fo that 
the quantity of raw filk made during 
the year 1771, at the very outfet of 
the undertaking, in the middle 
ftates was probably more than three 
thoufand pounds avoirdupois, and 
this when manufaétured could not be 
yalued at lefs than four thoufand 

ounds fterling. 

Citizens of America, 

Now you are glorioufly emancipa- 
ted from the political thraldom of 
England, difdain to be held by her 
jn commercial chains. Revive the 
filk manufa¢ture, ettablith that of 
cotton, extend thofe of iron, copper, 
lead, leather, fur, clay, wood, linea 
and woolen, and in a few years the 
people will be fully employed and 
multiply exceedingly, the country 
will abound in gold and filver coin, 
commerce will ipread far and wide 
over the globe, and agriculture will 
flourifh more than ever in foils and 
climates adapted to every branch ofit. 

Perhaps nothing could more efpe- 
cially forward meafures fo defirable, 
than the perfonal example of our 
prime gentlemen and ladies, for con- 
fumption is the beft friend to manu- 
facture, and the confumption of fo- 
reign luxuries has operated dreadful- 
ly againft us fince the revolution. I 
am informed by a merchant of New 
York that the importation of rum 
alone into that port, during the laft 
year, amounted to upwards of two 
hundred thoufand pounds of their 
currency. 

Will you give me leave to fuggeft 
and fubmit to public confideration, 
the form of a voluntary aflociation to 
be figned by all federal officers, civil, 
oat and military, at the time of 
taking the oath of office, and to com- 
mence with the new government 
which happily for our native land is 
toon to be perfected ? Regis ad exem- 
plum totus componitur orbis. Longum 

wr off per precepta, breve et efficax per 
wempla, 


Vol, ZIT. No. I. 


Che cla bachelor. 
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« T, G. W, Prefident of the united 
ftates of North America (or I, B. F. 
vice prefident of the united ftates of 
North America, mutatis mutandis) do 
hereby pledge my honour that 
whenever | perform the functions of 
my office I will be dreffed principally 
in the manufactures of the united 
ftates, and I do promife to pay to 
the federal clerk of affembly one fil- 
ver dollar for every day that I fhall 
be difcovered, during the times a- 
forefaid, to be drefled in a hat, coet, 
waiftcoat, breeches, fhirt, flockings, 
or fhoes of foreign manufaéture.”’ 

Such forfeitures to be difpofed of 
for the benefit of American mecha- 
nics at the difcretion of the prefident, 
vice prefident, fenators and reprefen- 
tatives in their private capacities. 

If it be objected that fufficient ma- 
terials for fuch purpofes cannot be 
obtained, I anfwer, that demand not 
only increafes the quantity to any 
amount but never fails to meliorate, 
to diverfify and render cheaper the 
fabrics, as is evinced by the experi- 
ence of every age and country. 


0 SS ]D S++ 
The old bachelor. No. 1V. 
AVING in my former num- 


bers, as in the former part of 
my life, made pretty free with my- 
felf, I think it time to tack about 
and be ferious; however I feem fo dif- 
pofed at prefent, and bachelors from 
their fuppofed oddity, have a right 
to be as various as they pleafe, which 
indeed is one of their happiett privi- 
leges, but as I have been fevere up- 
on myfelf for not marrying, I have 
a fair pretenfion to be as fevere on 
thofe who marry from falfe motives. 
They richly deferve what they fuf- 
fer; many of them are paid for it, 
and it is right they fhould have their 
bargain. As badly offas I am, I 
had rather be a folitary bachelor, 
than a miferable married man. No 
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go The old bachelor. 


wife is better than a bad one, and 
the fame of a hufband. As I well 
know what the inconveniences of a 
fingle life are, and can give a fhrewd 
guels at the difquietudes of a mifera- 
le married one, 1 would endeavour, 
Dives like, to warn others how they 
come into either of thefe places of 
torment. While I was pondering 
upon this fubjeét, I accidentally hit 
on the following cunous differtation 
on unhappy marriages, which I 
have tran{cribed as a convenient in- 
troduction to my future thoughts on 
that head. 


Reflelions on unhappy marriages. 

"Though it is confefied on all 
hands that the weal or woe of life 
depends on no one circumftance fo 
critical as matrimony ; yet how few 
feem to be influenced by this univer- 
fal acknowledgment, or act with a 
caution becoming the danger! 

Thofe that are undone this way, 
are the young, the rafh and amo- 
rous, whofe hearts are ever glowing 
with defire, whofe eyes are ever 
roaming after beauty ; thefe doat on 
the firlt amiable image that chance 
throws in their way, and when the 
flame is once kindled, would rifque 
eternity itfelf to appeafe it. But 
ftill, like their firft parents, they no 
fooner tafte the tempting fruit but 
their eyes are opened ; the folly of 
their intemperance becomes vifible ; 
fhame fucceeds firft, and then repen- 
tance ; but forrow for themfelves, 
foon turns to anger with the inno- 
cent caufe of their unhappinefs ; 
Hence flow bitter reproaches and 
keen inveétives, which end in mutu- 
al hatred and contempt: Love ab- 
hors clamour and foon flies away, 
and happinefs finds no entrance when 
love is gone. ‘Thus for a few hours 
of dalliance, I will not call it affec- 
tion, the repofe of all their future 
days are facrificed ; and thofe, who 
but juft before feemed to live only 
for each other, now would almoft 


ceafe to live, that the feparatiog 
-_— be eternal. 

ut hold, fays the man of phlegm 
and economy, all are not of this 
hafty turn—I allow it—there are 
perfons in the world who are young 
without paflions, and in health 
without appetite : thefe hunt out 
a wife as they go to Smithfield for 
a horfe; and intermarry fortunes, 
not minds, or even bodies: In this 
cafe the bridegroom has no joy but 
in taking policfeon of the portion, 
and the bride dreams of little befide 
new clothes, vifits and congratula. 
tions. ‘Thus, as their expectations 
of pleafure are not very great, nei- 


ther is the difappointment very J 


grievous ; they juft keep each other 
in countenance, live decently, and 
are as fond the twentieth year of 
matrimony, as the firft. But | 
would not advife any one to call 
this ftate of infipidity happinefs, be. 
caufe it would argue him both igno. 
rant of its natare, and incapable of 
enjoying it. Mere abfence of pain 
will undoubtedly conftitute eafe ; and 
without eafe, there can be no hap- 
pinefs : Eafe, however, is but the 
medium, through which happinefs 
is tafted, and but paffively receives 
what the laft aétively beftows: if 
therefore, the rafh who marry in- 
confiderately, perifh in the ftorms 
raifed by their own paffions, thefe 
flumber away their days ina flug- 
gifh calm, and rather dream they 
live, than experience it by a feries of 
actual fenfible enjoyments. 

As matrimonial happinefs, ther, 
is neither the refult of infipidity 
or ill grounded paffion, furely thofe 
who make their court to age, ug- 
linefs, and all that is deteftable 
both in mind and body, cannot hope 
to find it, though qualified with all 
the riches that avarice covets, oF 
Plutus could beftow. Matches ot 
this kind are downright proftitution, 
however foftened by the letter of the 
law ; and he or fhe who receives the 
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golden equivalent of youth and beau- 


ty fo wretchedly beftowed, can never 
enjoy what they fo dearly purcha- 
fed: The fthocking incumbrance 
would render the fumptuous banquet 
taitelefs, and the magnificent bed 
loathfome ; reft would difdain the 
one, and appetite ficken at the 
other; uneatinefs wait upon both ; 
even gtatitude itfelf would almoft 
ceafe to be obliging, and good man- 
ners grow fuch a burden, that the 
belt bred or beit natured people 
breathing, would be often tempted 
to throw it down, , 

But fay we would not wonder 
that thofe who either marry gold 
without love, or love without gold, 
should be miferable ; I can’t for« 
bear being aftonifhed, if fuch, whofe 
fortunes are afhuent, whofe detires 
were mutual, who equally languifh- 
ed for the happy moment before it 
came, and feemed for a while to be 
equally tranfported when it had 
taken place: If even thefe fhould, 
in the end, prove as unhappy as 
either of the others. And yet, how 
often is this the melancholy circum- 
ftance? As extacy abates, coolnefs 
fucceeds, which often makes way 
for indifference, and that for ne- 
gle&t: Sure of each other by the 
nuptial band, they no longer take 
any pains to be mutually agreeable : 
carelefs if they difpleafe, and yet 
augry if reproached ; with fo little 
telifh tor each other’s company, that 
any body’s elfe is more welcome, 
and more entertaining. ‘Their uni- 
on thus broke, they purfue feparate 
pleafures ; never meet but to wran- 
gle, or part, but to find comfort in 
other fociety. After this the defcent 
is eafy to utter averfion, which hav- 
ing wearied itfelf out with heart- 
burnings, clamours, and affronts, 
fubfides into a perfect infenfibility ; 
when frefh objects of love ftep into 
their relief on either fide, and mu- 
tual infidelity makes way for mu- 
tual complaifance, that each may be 
the better able to deceive the other. 


Ancedote, qi 


I fhall conclude with the fenti- 
ments of an American favage on 
this fubject, who being advifed by 
One of our countrymen to marry 
according to the ceremonies of the 
church, as being the ordinance of 
an infinitely wife and good God ; 
brifkly replied,.‘* That either the 
chriftian’s God was not fo good and 
wife as he was eel, or he 
never meddled with the marriages 
of his people; fince not one in a 
hundred of them, had any thing to 
do either with happinefs or come 
mon fenfe. Hence, continued he, 
as foon as ever you meet, you long 
to part, and not having this relief 
in your power, by way of revenge, 
double each other’s mifery : Where- 
as in ours, which have no other ce- 
remony than mutual affection, and 
lait no longer than they beftew mu- 
tual pleafures, we make it our bufi- 
nefs to oblige the heart we are 
afraid to lofe; and being at liberty 
to feparate, feldom or never feel the 
inclination. But if any fhould be 
found fo wretched among us, as to 
hate where the only commerce ought 
to be love, we initantly diffolve the 
band: God made us all in pairs ; 
each has his mate fomewhere or 
other; and it is our duty to find 
each other out, fince no creature was 
ever intended to be miferable.” 


*0- = SD ~+-: 
Anecdote. 


T the opening of one of the 
courts of law in Maflachufetts, 
lately, a clergyman was fent for to 
addrefs the deity—a gentleman pre- 
fent obferved, that although this was 
ever the laudable practice, at the fu- 
preme judicial court, 4e/e courts had 
never, in his memory, opened with 
prayer. A failor, who heard the latt 
remark, obferved to his mefs-mate, 
“* If fo, Jack, I believe as how the 
fhip is really in difterfs, fince they 
pipe all hands, and now call the par- 
on to his quarters.”’ 























































ge ae F 
AE IO es 














ELLOS 


Cog ge OE TS 


( 92 


SELECT 


A Poem, addreffed to the Peorie of 
Vircinia, on New-Year's day, 
1738, 


ys Virginia, evet dear, 

See arriv'd th’ important year! 

While the annual fong i pay, 

Truth infpires the patriot lay : 

Wake !—too long thy fons have 
dream’d— 

Where's the fifter ftate, that beam’d 

Fairer in the dawn of fame, 

Glowing with a purer flame ? 

Shall the ancient wreaths you gain’d, 

By thy latter deeds be ftain’d ? 

Shall not fed'ral conduct crown 

All thy a¢ts of old renown? 

Union into ruin hurl’d, 

Shall a tyrant grafp a world ? 

Or fhall fep'rate axious grow, 

Endlefs fource of war and woe! 

Or, if anarchy enfue, 

Who hath more to lofe than you ? 


Shall we bafely fell the boon, 
Bought with fo much blood, fo foon? 
Oh ! the mufe a tale could tell, 
How our heroes fought and fell— 
Maft our empire’s fhort-liv’d reign 
Prove they fought and bled in vain ? 


Bleft Virginians, fum the coft ! 
Shall the price of bleod be loft ? 
Loft the bleflings ye poffefs, 
Freedom and the pow’r to blefs ? 
Your's are planted plains and farms, 
Villas fair in rural charms ; 
Lovely girls and prattling boys, 
All the Blits of home-born joys ; 
When the foothing voice invites 
Guefts to hofpitable rights. — 
Your's th’ illimitable wafte, 
Flow’ry meads and valleys vatt ; 
Your’s ftupendous cliffs that rife, 
Bofom'd high in fleecy fkies ; 
Your’s the Alleganean hills, 
Spouting forth in num’rous rills, 
Lift ye, how, from many a fhore, 


) 


POETR Y, 


Diftant fons of ocean roar ? 
Rivers broad to you belong, 
Yet to run in deathlefs fong— 
Fair Ohio gently roves, 

Through the fweet Acafian groves : 
Reeenhanteek (founding name) 
And Fluvanna flow to fame ; 
Pohawtan fuberbly rolls ; 

Great Potomack, void of fhoals ; 
Miflifippi’s waves will gain, 
Spite ot fraud, for you, the main ; 
Harvefts, by your fields fupplied, 
Then may float on ev'ry tide. 


Go, thou mifcreant, from whole 
tongue 

Accents of pIsuNION rung ; 
At the thrine of //f, in lies, 
Every bieffing facriiice ! 
Bid the kindling beacons far, 
Light the realms to civil war ; 
Bid the drum’s obftrep’rous found, 
Rumbling run along the ground ; 
Bid the trumpet fing to arms, 
Swell the cannon’s dread alarms ; 
Wake the clang of tteel again ; 
Purple every flood and plain ; 
Make the fickning harvett die, 
Burning cities fcorch the tky : 
Heav’n tor this, fhall on thy head 
Chofen bolts of vengeance fhed ! 


Round our foreits, on our coat, 
We have nobler names to boaft— 
Liberal fouls, by none furpatt, 
Names with time itfelf to lait. 
Hail Virginia's patriot fons, 
Griffin, Blair, M‘Clarg and Jones ! 
Join the Pages firm and jut : 
Steward faithful to his truft : 
Madd:fon, above the reit, 

Pouring from his narrow chef, 


More than Greek or Roman fenfle, 
Boundlefs tides of eloquence : 
Withe, who drank the fource of truth, 
Skill'd in lore of laws from youth ; 
T brufton’s mind, of ample teach ; 
Innis, fraught with pow’ rful fpeech, 
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10 reluctant to engage ! 
D.edicton, with locks of age, 

{ld his eye of wifdom beams, 

at from other worlds he feems, 
-ay'n refume not fucha loan, 
«we make his choice our own! 
-t the Lees, a glorious band, 

or their country made a ftand, 
‘fe and brave, unapt to yield, 

, the council or the field ; 

"hy afunder are they torn ? 

hy Ave * lofs mutt millions mourn, 
ho, to gtad th’ aftonith’d earth, 
ke an empire into birth ? 

hile the awful hour demands, 
left heads and pureft hands, 

'n, in vain, we call from far, 
yd fplendor, other ftar, 

aght and ploy of the age, 

$ r/in, the learned fage ! 

eta name adorns our ftate, 

reat as modett, good as great, 
hough unnam’d, illuttrious fas, 
hiok of PEACE and srRENGTH Of 
WAR! 

































Though a rew, or falfe or blind, 
rive to taint the public mind ; 


- 







* R. H. Lee made the motion im 
ongre/s for the declaration of inde pen- 
mt, July 4, 1779. 
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Monitory epiftle, addreffed to a young lady. 







Manitory epifile addreffed to a young lady. of 


Truft the mufe’s heav'n-taught ftrain, 
All the noife, the labor's vain— 
Numbers vaft will own the plan, 
That fecures the rights of man ; 
Gives the @ares their deftin'd place, 
High amidit the human race : 

Our ilufrins hero then, 

(Firtt of fages, bett of men) 

Will the nation’s cares allume, 

And again avert its doom. 


Bards ! your wreaths immortal 
twine : 

Brighter days begin to thine. 
Come ye freemen ! patriots come ! 
Read with me Columbia's doom— 
Lo ! involv’d in vonder tkies, 
Fair the vear of glory lies. 
Ravith’d far, in vilion'd trance, 
I behold, with mvitic glance, 
‘Towns extend on many a bank, 
Late with darkling thickets dank, 
And the gikied fpires arife, 
Grateful to propitious kies— 
Arts, refinements, morals bleft, 
Claim perfection in the westr— 
Peace, with commerce in her train, 
Brings a golden age again— 
White our woven wings unturl’d 
Sail triumphant round the world. 

Alexandria, ‘January 10, 1788. 


WEET, lovely girl! my beft, my deareft care, 
\J As Hebe blooming, and as Venus fair ; 
Thy tender years no artifice can know, 
A heart like thine can fear no latent foe, 
In ev'ry fcene fome fmiling joy will rife 
And gayeft profpets only glad thine eyes ; 
Delufive dreams as real forms appear, 
And fanguine withes filence ev'ry fear, 
And innocence that knows itfelf no guile, 
Will fee a friend in every fpecious fmile, 
Catch fond belief from ev'ry foothing tongue, 
And paint delight forever tair and young. 
But know, my fair, a thoufand fnares furroand, 
And ev'ry ftep you tread is dang’rous ground ; 
From open foes, and lefs from treach’rous friends, 
Een prudence fcarce her votaries defends ! 
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Menitory epifile addreffed toa young lady. 


And predence comes by found advice alone : 
‘Then learn to make thefe maxims all your own. 
Firft, know, thy bloom will fade, thofe rofes die, 
And time obfcure the brilliance of that eye ; 
‘Thy winning grace will lofe its pow’r to charm, 
Thy {mile to vanquifh, and thy breait to warm : 
"The reign of beauty, like the blooming flow’r, 
Js but the pride and pageant of an hour; 
‘To day its fweets perfume the ambjent air, 
To morrow fees it thrunk, nor longer fair : 
Such the extent of all external fway ; 
At beft, the glory of a fhort-liv’d day. 
‘Then let the mind your nobleft care engage ; 
Its beauties laft beyond the flight of age : 
The mental charms protra¢t each dying ae 
And renovate the bloom that deck’d the beauteous face. 
Let ev'ry virtue reign within thy bycatt, 
That heav’n approves, or makes its owner blett ; 
To candour, truth and charity divine, 
The modett, decent, lovely virtues join. : 
Let wit well-temper’d meet with fenfe refin’d, 
And ev’ry thought exprefs the polifh’d mind, 
A mind above the meannefs of deceit ; 
Of honor pure—in confcious virtue great ; 
In ev'ry change that keeps one tteady aim, 
And feels that joy and virtue are the fame. 
And O! let prudence o’er each thought prefide, 
Dire in public, and in private guide ; 
‘Teach thee the fnares of artifice to fhun, 
And know, not feel how others were undone : 
Teach thee to tell the flatt’rer from the friend, 
And thofe who love from thofe who but pretend. 
Ah ! ne’er let flatt’ry tempt you to believe, 
For man is falfe, and flatters to deceive : 
Adores thofe charms his falfhood would difdain, 
And laughs at confidence he ftrives to gain. 
And if delight your bofom e’er would tafte, 
O fhun the vicious, dread the faithlefs breatt ! 
Infection breathes where’er they take their way, 
And weeping innocence becomes a prey : 
The flighteft blafts a female’s blifs deftroy, 
And taint the fource of all her fweeteft joy ; 
Kill ev’ry bloffom, over-run each flow’r, 
And wrett from beauty all its charming pow’r: 
The dying bud may burft to life again, 
And herbs o’erfpread the fnow-invefted plain ; 
Green leaves may clothe the wintry widow’d trees, 
And where fro nipt may fan the weftern breeze——- 
** But beauteous woman no redemption knows 
** The wounds of honour time can never clofe ;” 
Her virtue funk, to light can never rife, 
Nor luftre beam from oace guilt clouded eyes, 
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Minitory epiftle addveffed to a young lady. 
Fix’d be the mind thofe pleafures to — 


That reafon points as permanent and true : 

Think not that blifs can mingle with a throng, 
Whirl’d by a tide of idle forms along : 

Think not that pleafure lives with pomp and ftate, 
Or foothes the bofoms of the rich and great : 
Think not to meet her at the ball, the play, 
Where flirt the frolicfome and haunt the gay : 
Think not fhe flutters on the public walk, 

Or prompts the tongue that pours unmeaning talk, 
Or loves the breath of compliment to feel, 

Or ftamps on crowns her eftimable feal : 

True female pleafure, of more modeft kind, 
Springs from the heart, and lives within the mind ; 
From noify mirth and grandeur’s rout fhe flies, 
And in domeftic duties wholly lies. 

As fades the flow’r that’s rear’d with tender care, 
When left expos’d to ftorms and chilling air, 

So fades the fair in reafon’s fober eye, 

‘That braves the crowd, nor heeds the danger nigh ; 
Who giddy roves with folly’s motley queen, 

Nor loves the tranfports ~ | a life ferene. 

Be thine the friendfhip of a chofen few, 

To ev’ry virtue uniformly true ; 

Be thine the converfe of fome kindred mind, 
Candid to all, but not to errors blind : 

Prudent to check or warn unguarded youth, 
And guide thy fteps in innocence and truth. 
Thofe who regard, will fulfome language wave, 
And, in the friend fincere, forget the flave : 

Will make, like me, your happinefs their care, 
Nor wink at fpecks, that render you lefs fair— 
From books, too, draw much profit and delight, 
At early morning, and at lateft night : 

But far, oh far! from thy chatte eyes remove 
The bloated page that paints licentious love, 
That wakes the paffions, but not mends the heart, 
And only leads to infamy and art! 

Let Addifon’s and Johnfon’s moral page, 

And Hawkefworth’s pleafing ftile thy hours engage. 
From Milton feel the warm poetic fire, 

Whom all the nymphs of Helicon infpire. 

With Thomfon round the varied feafons rove, 
His chatte ideas ev’ry heart improve. 

Let tuneful Pope inftruét you how to fing, 

To frame the lay, and raife the trembling wing. 
Let deathlefs Shakefpear, nature’s fav’rite child, 
Great above meafure, and fublimely wild, 

Of human manners give the picture true, 

For ever changing, and for ever new— 

Such be thy joys—and through this varied life, 
Whether a maid, a mother, or a wife, 
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A riddle. 


May fair content for ever fill thy breatt, 

And not an anxious care difturb thy reft : 

May love, the purett paflion of the tkies, 

Play round thy heart, and fparkle in thine eyes ! 

May all thy worth be virtue’s fweet reward, 

And goodnefs only claim thy juft regard ! 

And when this bufy fcene of life is o'er, 

And vain illufions vex the heart no more, 

*Midtt brighteft faints, O may I meet my dear, 

And feel that love improv’d | cherith’d here ! 
ALBERTO, 
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A riddle. 


From the Pennfylvania magaxine. 


Y parent bred me to the fea ; 
I’ve been where never man could be. 
Long time 1 rang’d the ocean wide, 
And all the rage of the ftorms defied : 
Though louring clouds obfcur’d the tky, 
And toaming billows mounted high ; 
Though winds with utmott fury blew, 
And thunders roll’d and lightnings flew ; 
Waves, winds, and thunders all in vain 
Oppos’d my paflage — the main. 
At length my parent died, and I 
On fhore would needs my fortune try—~ 
I left the fea—grew fond of fhow, 
Drefs’d neat, and foon became a beau. 
My body’s taper, tall, and itraight, 
I chiefly dwell among the great ; 
Am, like a bridegroom, clad in white, 
And much the ladies I delight ; 
Attend when Chloe goes to reft— 
Chloe is by my prefence bleft ; 
Nor ghoft nor goblin can fhe fear, 
Nor midnight hag, if I am near. 
No more a feaman bold and rough, 
I thine at balls, am fond of {auf 
To gay aflemblies I repair, 
And make a flaming figure there. 
At laft a burning fever came, 
That quite diffov’d my tender frame : 
I wafted faft, light-headed grew ; 
Of all my friends not one I knew ; 
Great drops of fweat ran down my fide, 
And I, alas! by inches died. 
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TO, 


Amfterdam, O&ober 4. 

HE negociationsof our city whe- 

ther with the duke of Brunfwick, 
or at the Hague, have terminated in 
an entire fubmiffion to the court of 
Prufia, and to her royal highnefs 
the princefs of Orange, as appears by 
the following placard : 

“ The burgomailers and counfel- 
Jors of the city of Amfterdam, find 
themfelves obliged to declare to the 
worthy corps of burghers, that they 
have always confcientioully endea- 
youred to aét conformably to the ad- 
vantage of their dear country in ge- 
neral, and that of this city in parti- 
cular, and that ftill, in their prefent 
circumitances, the good of this city, 
and that of its inhabitants, is dearer 
tothem than their own lives, and the 
prefervation of their honours, em- 
ployments and their property. 

“ The great and imminent danger 
in which they are involved, and the 
little time which with difhculty they 
had obtained to deliberate, not hav- 
ing permitted them to make fully 
known to the burghers, all that has 
been tranfacted, to preferve this good 
city from the dreadful mifchiets that 
femed to impend, they have been 
dbliged to accede to the points which 
the other members of the ttates of 
Holland have agreed to; and to 
charge the deputies of this city to 
vield to every demand, in cafe they 
cannot a&t otherwife—even the dif- 
milion of the eftablifhed regents— 
rither than rifque greater damages 
tothe town and inhabitants, in ad- 
dition to thofe which they have hi- 
theto fuffered; and after all, per- 
haps, after having undergone thefe 
lofes, to be obliged to fubmit to de- 
mands ftill more afli€ting. ‘They call 

od to witnefs, from whom nothing 
tan be concealed, and the oath which 
Vol, I. No. I, 
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they took on affuming the magiftra- 
cy, that they have no other view in 
conceding every thing, than the pre- 
vention of the certain and irrepara- 
ble ruin of the city. 

** Since they are conftrained to 
give up all, they will at leaft endea- 
vour, and they hope to be able, to 
preferve the moit perfect tranquility 
and fecurity in this very populous ci- 
ty ; to the effecting of which they 
expect, with confidence, that the brave 
burghers, who hare exerted them- 
felves with fo much zeal for the pre- 
fervation of the tranguility, will con- 
tinue to exercife the fame efforts, and 
the fame zeal, to maintain public 
quiet in the city, and to preferve each 
individual from all manner of vio- 
lence and oppreflion. 

*© Done the 3d of O@ober, 

By me, 
H. N. HASSELAER, fec’ry. 

Odober 13. A complete revolu- 
tion has taken place in the political 
and civil government of this city. 
The magiitrates, who had been re- 
moved from their offices by the par- 
ty in oppotition to the fttadtholder, 
were reflored to their feats in the 
fenate and city council. On the 
gth init. the grand officers and 
burghermafte:s, who had been ex- 
pelled or fecluded by the fa¢tion, re- 
fumed the exercife of their feveral 
ftations; and on the following day 
the fecluded counfellors were rein- 
ftated in their offices; the perfons 
who had been appointed bythe fac- 
tion to fuperfede them, made a vir- 
tue of nece‘lity ; they refigned with- 
out any ftruggle, and gave up em- 
ployments which they could no lon- 
ger hold. 

On Tuefday lait, the burghermaf- 
ters received the following letter 


from his highnefs the duke of Brunf- 
N 
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wick, dated Amfterdam, the gth 
inftant : 
' © Tn order to fecure the requifi- 
tion of his Pruffian maje'ty, and the 
honour of his arms, of being aflured 
of the difarming the auxiliaries and 
free corps that fall be found in Am- 
fterdam, I demand of the burgher- 
mafters and council of the city, for 
my entire fatisfaction of the legal 
mode of their being difarmed, that 
the Leyden port, or gate, be deli- 
vered to his majeity’s troops, that 
fhall appear there to-morrow at 
noon; and [ pledge myfelf no one 
fhall come into the city; that the 
ttrictett difcipline thall be obferved, 
and that the troops thail itay no loa- 
ger, after the refolution of the ftate, 
with refpeét to their being dilarmed, 
fhall have been put in execution. 
You fee, gentlemen, I afk no more 
than what the ftates require, and 
what other cities, fuch as Dord- 
recht and Rotterdam defired of me. 
Cc. G. F. D. or BRUNSWICK.” 

In confequence of the above, on 
Wednefday morning, a deputation 
of two burgherimatters, and two 
counfellors, waited on his highnefs, 
who was near the Leyden port, or 
gate, in order to fettle every thing 
relative to the prefent circumftances ; 
and in the afternoon 150 of the 
Pruffian troops came into the city, 
took poileffion of that port, and the 
following capitulation was agreed 
upon : 

rit. That the Pruffian troops fhall 
take poffeffion of the Leyden gate, 
with one hundred and afty men and 
two pieces of cannon. 

ed. ‘That two fquadrons of light 
horfe fhould be quartered at Over- 
toom. 

gd. ‘That none of the king’s 
troops come into the city without 

rmiffion of the magiftiates. 

4th. ‘That the burghermafters and 
council of the city fhall take the ne- 
ceffary fteps for fecuring of the flui- 
ees, at Haarlem and Mulden pofts, 


Porcign Tatellivence. 
~~ 


5th. That the burghermatters ang 


council thall give to the duke of! 
Brunfwick, a daily account how fad 


the refolutions of the city ar. 
brought forward. 


6th. That monf, Haaren, as com.! 


miilioner on behalf of the duke of! 
Brunfwick, fhall be initruéted ty 


what extent they have proceeded iy 


difarming the people. 
{On the day of the furrender, 
tkirmith took place in the city be. 


tween the citizens of the two patel 


ties ; it was occafioned by the fac. 
tion placing Ww heel-harrows, covered 
with earth, in thofe ttreets throush 
which the ftadtholder’s triends were 
advancing on horfeback. ‘This with 
fome other infults, caufed a battle te 
enfue, in which fome Jews were kill. 
ed and others wounded. Soon after, 
however, peace was entirely reftor. 
ed; and onthe 11th, the Proffians 
took entire pofleffion of Amfter. 
dam. | 

Hague, O8. 7. We learn from 
Zirickzee in Zealand, that the po- 
pulace, having met in feveral part, 
have committed the greateft exceiles. 
We have a hit of 170 houks 
which they have pillaged ; more 
than 50 have been pulled down to 
the ground; five perfons have had 
their throats cut. Two hundred fa- 
milies who have efcaped thefe mo- 
tineers, have retired to Antwerp, 
where the Auftrian government have 
granted them an afylum and protec. 
tion. 

London O4. 5.'The D. of Brunfwick 
having refufed any terms fhort of 
the entire fubmiffion of the city of 
Amfterdam, was the reafon that the 
advanced guards of the city were at- 
tacked on the morning of the 1it 
inftant, by the Pruffian troops ; the 
engagement continued for fever 
hours, and the Pruffians were repulf- 
ed in three places, and made theirre- 
treat, which occafioned fome difor- 
der ; but when the ma.] came away, 
the duke was going againit Amiter- 
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am, in full force with all his artil- 
ry, and it is fuppofed is now in 
soflefion of that city. 

‘The following is a flatement of a 
wcial law cafe, which has lately 
curred, (Forward againtt Pittwood) 
herein the defendant was a com- 
mon carrier, to whom the plaintitf 
ad delivered a parcel of hops, to be 
arried by the defendant’s waggon. 
The defendant put them into his 
arehoufe, and Soci the night a 
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he wo broke out at an agjoin'ng houfe, 
? ve hich communicated to and confum- 
Ov a 

a the defendant’s warchoufe, and 
hrough lace da } : , 
We. he plaintiff's goods therein. ‘lhe 
Per yeftion for the court to determine 
is with 






as, “© Whether the plaintiff was 
ntitled to recover.” Lord Manf- 
eld tated, that a common carrier is 
the nature of an infurer ; and that 
te is liable for every thing, except 
he att of God and the king’s éne- 
mies; that is, even for inevitable 
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n from ccidents, with thofe exceptions. 
the po- Judgment was therefore given for 
al parts ne plaintiff. 

xcefles, the produce of the fertile and 





equtiful ifland of Jamaica, has been 
Jong an object of envy with our ene- 
ie, The fort of Port Royal is 
mow made very trong. ‘There can- 
ot be too much care taken of 
4,500,000 acres of fuch valuable 
ground, which is nearly four times 
ps much as all the other Britith fugar 
ilands put together. ‘The cultivat- 
dland of this charming ifland, the 
lands cleared of woods, and that ap- 
pied to pafturage, confitt of 600,000 


houfs 
; more 
own to 
ave had 
dred fa- 
efe mu- 
ntwerp, 
~nt have 
protece 


unfwick 


ere *f acres; the Savanna, 250,000; the 
that thefmme’’Y> Toals, river couries, &c. 
were atemmeocco «= There remain vet un- 
the rit uhtvated 2,350,000 acres. Only 
ops 5 the _ one-fourth of the land fr for 
© fever Mee vation is fettled ; if the other 


. repul- three were fettled, the annual reve- 
cheirse- derived from thence to this 
1e difor- md oe be very conSderably 
ne away, ges ; at prefent it is not lefs 
Amiter- oh eg Ae 

tober 3, The follow ing sa copy 
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of an official note prefented by 

mr. Grenville to the comte de 

Montmorin, on the 4th of O¢to- 

ber, 1787. 

‘© HIS Britannic majefty, con- 
fiding on that friendthip which 
happily exitts between him and 
his mot chrittian majetty, thinks he 
has aright of afking fome explana- 
tions on the fubject of thofe arma- 
ments which are now carried on in 
all the harbours of France. A treaty 
of peace between the two crowns, 
fettled on principles which feem to 
infure its permanency, a treaty of 
commerce lately figned and mutually 
executed, a reciprocal fettlement of 
the interefts of the two nations in the 
Fa t-Indies, the intimate connections 
lately entered into by the merchants 
of both nations, all feem to remove 
the idea of anv hottile intention 
againtt Great-Britain ; neverthelefs, 
France is arming, and his Britannic 
majeity cannot trace any Europear 
power againtt which the moft christian 
king can poflibly have any caufe of 
complaint. 

** The commotions in the united 
Netherlands, it is true, have alarmed 
Europe ; but the king of Great- 
Britain repofes too great a confidence 
in the declarations of his moft chrif- 
tian majefty, to believe that he in- 
tends to fupport a drooping party in 
the prorince of Holland, ayainit the 
voice of the majority of thofe united 
provinces, with whom alone he 
has formed an alliance ; he cannot 
therefore fuppote that the armaments 
of France can poflibly have that ob- 
ject in view, 

** His Britannic majefty, on the 
other hand, is informed, that the 
mott chriftian king has lately fent 
confiderable forces to the Fait-Indies, 
part of which have ftopped at the 
Cape of Good Hope and Trincomale ; 
neither France nor the united Ne- 
therlands have any enemies in that 
part of the world, and the king of 
Great Britain feeling him/elf sateref- 
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ted in thofe meafures more imme- 
diately than any other power, withes 
to be acquainted with the reafons of 
thofe expeditions. 

‘* His Britannic majefty defires 
nothing fo fincerely as to maintain 
the harmony which exits between 
Great Britain and France, and be- 
ing perfuaded that the moft chrif- 
tian king is filled with the fame fen- 
timent, doubts not but that he will 
embrace this friendly communica- 
tion, in order to elucidate the mifun- 
derftandings which might arife from 
the armaments of France. 

The comte de Montmorin’s anfwer. 

** The king, perfuaded that the 
explanations which his Britannic 
majefty wifhes to receive, originate 
in his friendly difpofitions, is will- 
ing to explain the motive of his ar- 
mament. The faith repofed in trea- 
ties, formerly held fo facred, has been 
feveral times violated within this cen- 
tury, in a manner fo unprecedented, 
that itis become the duty of every 
power to prepare itfelf for war, even 
in the bofom of peace, at the 
Jeaft motion of any of its neighbours. 
All Europe knows that France has 
not exhibited any precedents of thofe 
unjuftifiable violations, and the king, 
too jealous of the dignity of his 
crown, would difdain taking fuch an 
advantage over an unprepared neigh- 
bour. His Britannic majeity is not ig- 


norant of the refpective fituaticns of 


France and Great Britain, at the be- 
ginning of lait Auguft in Europe, as 
well asin both Indies, and the King 
having religioufly remained fince on 
the detenfive, fufficiently evinces the 
purity of his intentioas. His moit 
chriftian majefty being determined 
to fulfil his treaty of alliance with 
the united Netherlands, and withir g 
to prevent any power from taking 
advantages of the trouble of thote 
provinces, to feize on fome parts of 
their pofleffions in Europe, and in 
both Indies, has thought neceflary to 
be prepared to protect them, as foon 
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as the ftates general thould reqy), 
it. ‘The armaments of Great Bric... 
the negociations of her minitter, 
all the European courts, ang 
well-known fteps to diffolve the 4 
liance between France and the unix 
Netherlands, and to accelerate id 
war between the Ctroman empure ary 
Kuffia, Auttria, and the repubdix 
Venice ; fuch are the reafons why 
have obliged the king to increate} 
means of defence, the extent of » 
has. been proportioned to the prepa 
rations carried on in Great Brite: 
Sheltered now from any canger 
furprife, he is firmly determined ; 
to begin hoftilities ; and, prepa 
for war, although fincerely deiiroe 
of peace, he waits to lay down bj 
arms, that England fhould have 
dopted fimilar meafures.” 

Oe. 20. A letter from Amer 
dam, dated Of. 12, fays, mr, Vz 
Berkel, and another barger or ts 
who were moft inimical to the ftadtho 
der, made their efcape by fea; and 
confiderable number of the retract 
of the Amfterdammers were fent ! 
the Prutiian general to Cleves. 

This ts an era of great importa 
in the French monarchy. The aw! 
verfation of the government } 
brought on a crifisin the minds of 
people. ‘They feem ready to ta 
fire; and was not the defpotic pos 
er ot the grand monarch fupper 
by a vait ftanding army, it is belene 
that the hiftory of France wouk « 
cord a great revolution. 

New. 8. Since th public atior 
the declarations, infurances to ¢ 
Weit-Indies, which were done at © 
percent. in cafe of war, have te 
to four. 

Aww. a. The lofs fultained 
the Ruffian fquadron in the Ble 
Sea is now confirmed, and tu 
to be inhnitely more calamitoes 024 
was at frit imagined. Betides | 
one fhip of the line, of whx? * 
have had accounts as falling int 
hands of the Turks, fix other mes ¢ 


% * 











¢, large, new, and well-equipped 
hi ps perifhed in the ftorm. This 
ease blow has completely difabled 
the Roffians for a me, from acting 
againit the Ottoman Porte by fea. 
Mr. Nairne, of London, has re- 
ed a letter from dr. Franklin, 
in America; which ftates, that the 
mahogany-box, which 
held artificial magnets, and fitted ut 
at London and Paris, was too {mall 
in America. The air of America 
pot therefore be drier than that of 


corer ot his 


berope. 

[wo commiflioners on the part of 
the court of France are fhortly ex- 
netted in England, to obferve that 


the reduction of our navy has taken 

lace agreeably to the ratification. 
Monf. de Bougainville ts one of the 
perfons named, and two Britifh naval 
of ers are to be fentto the French 
ports 1n order to obferve a like con- 
doct. 

Letters from Berlin and Hamburgh 
declare war berween Sweden and 
Rolla to be inevitable ; 
that in the interview at Kanmonreck, 


they add, 


it wu ap 1 that Poland fhould 
prov! 30,000 troops, in cafe of 
bod tilines with the Porte, and that 


by way of compenfation, the repub- 
lc thould be put in poffefion of 
Moldavia. 

Authentic information was recei) ed 
on the 22d ult. from Holland—the 
atures ot that ditratted republic, are 
Tr el 


not likely be fo fpeedily re 


to tranquility as if was generally 
rioetted. WW hen \ be T! uHcrme yer, 


rutlian ambailador atthe Hague, 
art delivered the 
toned the intimation of that mo 


search's mtended the 


memorial that con 


interference in 
ers of the flates, nothing was 
ted or written upon the fubyect, as 
te motives tor his condect, te 
yotain repara- 
(range, lor 


received 


reed the mere with to « 


. 


n to the princels ot 
« intale fhe had 
ettender of Amiterdam, 
tent language has been beud, 


- frre the 


h pacver, a 


Americar Tete! 


‘Pruthan arm» 





. 
igeecr. tou 









On a faggeftion being throws 
out to the duke of Brunfwick, fince 
the capitulation of that place, that it 
would tend to reflore quiet, if the 
wert to retire from the 


city, M. 


de Thulemever feat a re- 
gular offcial rotrmation to the ma- 
gutrates, that it was the deterauna- 


tron of he matter, not to quit Am- 
until every tarthing ot the 
ex; he had 
quence of his preparations, was fully 
pad ; at the fame time tating the 
amount of ¢ ture upon a 
Mou ec times kk ale, 
Theos has thrown the 
Amtfterdam 
nation. 


ferdam 


<nor sncurred in conte 


& 
hue cxpend 


council of 
into the atmo coniter. 
Chey cannot order the pay - 
ment of the weney, without regula 
authority from the fates, aan by 
their refufal, are expofed to the daly 
hazard of the plunder of the foldiery. 
On the declining wm advance the 


. a 
fum de turnded, Vi. de lhalemever 
infor ned then, } e | ' Pp MAL a 


manifefto, declaratory of the pur- 
pofes and refolutions of his mailer. 


On the taterpatition, however, of the 
| 

princefs of { Drae ge, this v3 le it 'ia- 

fure was fufpended ull the mtniitters 


of the court of London fhould have 
hern « viulted. A Tae agly acoun 
cil was held yetterday inthe evening, 
neflengers 
pat hed, one to the ki g of 
Prutha, at Ber! , aml another to fi 
]. Harris, at the i fague 


4a 


and two extraordinary 


- = — -« 


A mers oe ialetiipes 


Phelad-!phoa 


. 
. Jawueary t. A letter 


from @ geatierman mm Savannah, to 
hes freer in ches crty, dated De 8. 
favs, “ Simce vour departure from 


thes country, we have been engaged, 


; 


ang aft how ina War wit the Creek 


Iwleaene. Small ; ~arties have penetra- 

ted as low lowe as the (ononc hee, 
yemtange Citisens, are] 
dama,: 

at mort 


chome other 


le ss ory frrm belief, that 
) 


tare wen | A) + i“ 


Gr tage, had the coccutive of Uus 
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eountry brouglit to trial a col, Alex- 
ander, who murdered eight or nine 
Indians on their hunting grounds. 
"The legiflature have ordered four re- 
giments to be raifed, of feven hun- 
dred and fifty men each ; and at the 
expiration of the war, they are to re- 
ceive a certain tract of country, 
within the Indian limits, for their 
fervices. 

** Should the commiffioners of 
North and South Carolina and Geor- 
gia, with the continental agent, meet 
ipeecily, I have hopes that they will 
adjuft the difpute, whereby the un- 
fortunate families who have been 
driven from their houfes, may return 
in peace, and enjoy the fruits of their 
labour.” 

A letter from Baltimore, dated 
Dec. 28, fays, ** Our aflembly were 
tried, while fitting, for a duty of ore 
penny per Ib. on imported nails, fi- 
milar to your ftate : but though it 
paffed the lower houfe, it was unex- 
pectedly rejected by the fenate, who 
are warm tederalifts, and thought it 
wrong to interfere in a matter that 
would fo foon be out of their pro- 
vince.” 

In the: political fociety lately infti- 
tuted at Richmond, in Virginia, the 
new federal conftitution was the fub- 
ject of a public debate. After three 
evenings {pent in difcuffing it, the 
yeas, in favour of it, were one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight ; the yeas 
were only fifteen. ‘The members of 
this fociety confit of the principal 
characters in Virginia. The principal 
fpeaker againft the government, was 

atrick Henry, efy. ‘The principal 
fpeaker in favour of it, was mr. Ni- 
pat It is expected there will be 
the fame majority in the ftate con- 
vention, 

Fan. i2. A letter from Carlifle, 
dated January 4, fays, ‘ I dare fay 
you have heard of the unhappy rum- 
pus which took place here on the 
25th ult. The fpirit of rage and 
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difcord is increafing every hour; 
fquire Agnew iffued warrants for 
fome of the rioters, but none would 
venture to ferve them ; a boy indeed 
was taken, but the people of the 
town threatening to rife again, and 
the country people declaring they 
would come in and pull down the 
houtes of any who fhould attempt to 
iffue or execute any warrants, he was 
difcharged. 

Before the furrender of Amfter- 
dam, water was fold at an Englith 
fhilling a quart. 

Jan. 16. On the ninth init. the 
conventicn of the itate ot Connec- 
ticut, ratified the new conftitu- 
tion, by the following inftrument : 

‘In the name ot the people of 
“the ftate of Conneéticut :—We, 
** the delegates of the people of faid 
** ftate, in general convention af- 
* fembled, purfuant to an act of the 
** legiflature in October laft, have af- 
** fented to and ratified, and by thefe 
‘* prefents do affent to, ratify, and 
** adopt the conttitution reported by 
«* the convention of delegates in Phi- 
** Jadelphia, on the feventeenth day 
“* of September, 1787, for the united 
** ftates of America. 

«© Done in convention, this ninth 

** day of January, A. D. 1788. 
“* In witnefs whereof we have 
“«* hereunto fet our hands.” 

The votes for the conftitution 
were 128—againtt it, 40. 

Jan. 30. by late intelligence from 
Georgia, we are informed that that 
{tate has ratified the new conttitu- 
tion. 

Port/manth, (N, FI.) Jan. 2. Ten 
ftateshavecailed conventions—South- 
Carolina we have not heard from— 
New-York as yet could not, and 
Rhode-!Ifland—{hame come upon her 
rulers for it—will not. 

Newport, (Ra 1.) Fan. 10, Ata 
town mecting {pecially convened at 
Littlecompton, in this ftate, on the 
firt day of january inftant, for the 
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purpofe of confidering the new fede- 
ral conftitution, it was voted, thata 
committee be appointed to draw up 
jnftructions for their deputies in ge- 
neral aflembly, who reported accord- 
ingly inttructions to captain George 
Simmons and Nathaniel Stiles, efqrs. 
their deputies, of which the following 
js an extract: 

« That being deeply impreffed 
with a fenfe of the extreme need we 
ftand in of a weil organized and ener- 
getic national goveram at, and view- 
ing the new federal contiitution as a 
plan of goverament well adapted to 
the pretent critical fituation of our 
national affairs, we do therefore en- 


join iton you as our pofitive initruc- , 


tions, that you and each of you do 
ufe vour utmolt endeavours at the 
next fedion of the general aflembly 
of this ttate, to have an act pailed, re- 
commending it to the feveral ‘towns 
in this ftate, to choofe delegates, as 
foon as may be, for the purpofe of 
adopting or rejecting the new federal 
conttitution, agreeably to the requi- 
fition of the honorable the national 
convention; and tnofe our pofitive 
iutructions, gentlemen, you mutt 
not fail to execute on pain of pro- 
suring our highett difpleafure. 

Submitted by, 

David Hilliard 
Perez Richmond, » Commitee.” 
John Davis, f 

Which report was accepted and 
piled as the initruétions of the town 
of Littlecompton to their deputies 
i the general aflembly. 

Peterjiurgh, Fas. 3. By an att of 
the prefent general ailembly, the fol- 
lowing daties are impofed on import- 
ti articles, payable in certificates, to 
take place the tirft day of March next. 


i- nu @ 

Rum per gallon, o 1 0 
Brandy and other diftilled 

{pirits, o 2. <9 

Madeira wine pergallon, Oo 1 6 

Other wines, ditto, o 1 0 

utter, oo 9g 


Snuff per bottle, 


o 1 90 

Manufaétured tobacco 
per lb. o 1 @ 
Loaf and lump fugarperlb, 0 0 3 
Coffee per Ib. oo 3 
Pepper, ditto, oo 6 
Other fpices, oo 4 
Dreffed leather per Ib. oo 6 
Tann’d ditto per 1b, © 0 4 
Bohea tea, o 1:1 @ 
Other teas, ° 2 0 
Cordage per cwt. ° 40 
Bar iron, per cwt. °o 4 0 
Pots and other caltings, oO 4 oO 
Nail rods per ewe. o 6 @ 


Wine in quar: bottles, and 
others ia proportion, per 


dozen, ° 3 e0 
Malt liquorsia quart bottles 

per ditto, o 2 6 
Chariots and coaches, 20 00 
Other four wheel carriages,15 0 0 
Two wheel carriages, i292 0 Oo 
Clocks, 5 00 
Axes per dozen, o 8 a 
Hoes per dozen, o 6 o 
Saddles a piece, 012 @ 
Ladies ftuif or Morocco 

fhoes per pair, o 1 @ 
Ladies filx ditto, °o 20 
Men’s and women’s fhoes, 0 1 0 
Shoe boots per pair, o 6 o 
Boot legs per pair, o 1 6 
Playing cards per dozen, 1 10 @ 
Coal per butfhel, oo 6 
Salt beef per ewr. 1 0 0 
Ditto pork per cwt. 1 0 Oo 
Candles per Ib, oOo 4 
Butter per |b. o O° 4 
Soap per Ib. oO 4 


On all ready made wearing apparel 
not before enumerated (except gloves 
and ftockings) or metal coat and 
waiftcoat buttons, on all horfe and 
carriage whips and walking canes, 
on all gold and filver lace, ten per 
cent. ad valorem, and upon all goods, 
wares, and merchandize, whatloever, 
not above enumerated, except falt, a 
duty of three per cent. 

Wilmington, (Del.) Fan. g. Oa 
Thurfday Jait, ata meeting of the 


amet A gst 
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principal inhabitants of this borough, 
the following refolutions were agreed 
to, and figned : 

That Com and after the firft day 
of January, 1788, we will kill no 
lamb, for fale, or our family ufe ; 
nor buy any of the fame, or fuffer 
it to be bought or ufed in our fami- 
lies, until the firft day of January, 
1789. 

That on the firit day of January 


next, we will appear in a complete 
drefs of the manufaéture of one or 
more of the united ftates, at a ge 
neral meeting to be held on that day, 

That we will encourage and pro. 
mote, as much as we an ated can, 
the ufe of American manufactures, 
by giving them the preference to fo- 
reign articles, when there is any rea- 
fonable proportion between their pri- 
ces and goodnefs. 
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